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TO THE READER. 



This Rmport is at prefent^ printed and circu- 
lated for the purpofe merely of procuring further 
informatigny re[^e£ling the Jtate and hufbandry of 
this dijiri^l^ and of enabling every one interejied in 
the welfare of this country^ to examine itfully^ and' 
contribute his mite to its improvement. 

The Society do not deem themf elves pledged to any 
opinion given by the Author of this Survey ; and 
they defire^ that noting contained in it be confi- 
dered as their fentiments ; they have only publijhed 
it, as the report of the gentleman, whofe name is af 
fi^ed^ and they publijb it, for the comments and 
obfervafions ofallperfons, which they entreat to be 
given freely and 'without r^fu^'v^ — ^ 

// is therefore requejled, that the obfervations 
on reading this work may be returned to the Dublin 
Society, as foon as may be convenient, and which 
will meet with the fulleji attention in a future edi^ 
tion. 
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DEDICATION. 



TO 



RICHARD DAWSON, ES<^ 

1IEMBER IN THE IMPEKIAL PARLIAMENT FOR THE 
COUNTY OF MONAGTHAN- 

^ Sir, 

^ TOUR fteady and canwft exertions for 

\^ your country's weal, and the high fituation^ 

in which you, hav& been unanimoufly placed, 
in the reprefentation of a county fo populous 
^ and truly independent, induced me to folicit 

the honor to prefix your name to this volume 
of the Statiftical Surveys of Ireland. 

Your ready and kind acquiefcence has con- 
ferred on me a particular obligation, and en- 
courages the hope, that this work may meet 

that 
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^ * DEDICATION. 

that correAion and aiSftance, which the gen- 
tlemen of your county are fo capable of 
affording it, as they muft be fenfible of the 
great importance of the matter under en- 
quiry, which it is in their power to render 
truly valuable. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
with great truth, 

your moft faithful, 
and very obliged, obedient fervant, 

CHARLES cboTE. 

DUBLIN, 

CkA.RLEMONT-STK.EET} 

May I, i8oi. 
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PREFACE. 



• TD acquire the knowledge of ourfelves^ 
has always been confidered to be the firft duty 
i»f mknkind, as the true fiandard to dired 
our judgment, and be the unerring guide of 
reafon j this maxim will apply as ftridly to a 
tiatiota as to an individual in the community, 
and it furely is the duty of every man to 
contribute his mite of infornution to fo de- 
^r^ble an ohjecl:. 

For this purpofe, the ground work is now 
laid in the following flieets, and a minute en- 
quiry is attempted, which it will be no very 
difficult matter to be completed by thofe, 
who, from refidence and local knowledge, may 
have it in their power to fupply the omiflions, 
and correct the errors, which muft neceffarily 
have occurred to an individual and an entirp 
ftranger. 

fo 
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tiU PREPACEi 

la committing this book to the public, the 
author, therefore, firmly hopes for the aflift- 
ance of the refident gentlemen of the county, 
by being favoured with their remarks for the 
fecond edition of the work, which fhall be 
publifhed when their opinions are received, 
tn the mean time, it muft be underftood, that 
the prefent are but a compilation of the opi- 
nions which were confulted, and that neither 
can the Dublin Society, who has honored hia 
tirith the talk, nor the author himfclf, be aar 
fwerabte for the accuracy of thefe repcnrts, 
the plan of which, antecedent to the baronial 
detail, he has to. acknowledge, were taken 
from the Somer&t£bire Survey, at the fug« 
geftion of the 3ociety. 

The following are the matters, which have 
been pointed out as deietving particular en* 
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SUGGESTIONS OF ENQIJIRY 

VOa GEMTLEMSN WHO SHALL UHDEaTAKB 'THB roHMlMO 0# 

AGRtCULtURAL StlRVETS. 



OEOdRAPHtCAt STATE AMD CIKeul^SfAHCll* 

Sitoatioii aod Extentf 

DiviGoDSy 

Climate, 

Soil and Surface^ 

Minerals, 

Water. 



AGRlCULTUItE. 

Mode of dulture> 

Extent of it, add of each fpecles of grain fowed^ 

Courfe of crops, 

life of oxen — ^how harnetfed, 

Nature and ufe of implements of hvibandfjt 

Marktu for grain, 

Ufe of green food in winter. 

i^ASTURfi- 
Nature of it. 

Breed of cattle—- how far improvedf 
■ -—— how fiu: capable of furtteriroprotrement> 

Markets or Fairs forthen^ , 

h Ctaeral 
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General prices. 

Modes of feeding— bow far houfed in winter. 

Natural gra^s. 

Artificial graffes, 

M^eof hay-malciDg, 

Dairies^ their produce, 

Prices of hide^ !;.4^ow^ wpoU and quantity fold. 



FARMS. 
Their fize, 

F^irm houles and offices, 

Mode of repairing them;i whether by landlord or tenaiit,r 
Nature of tenures, 
General ftate of leafes, 

. . of particular claufes therein. 

Taxes or Cefles paid by tenants. 

Proportion of working horfes or bullocks, to the fize of farms^ 

General fize of fields, or, enclofures. 

Nature of fences. 

Mode of hedge-rows, aiid keeping hedges^ 

Mode of draining. 

Nature of manures. 

GENERAL SUBJECTS. . 

Population, 

Number and fize of vilk^ b^ tqwiM»> 

Habitation, fuel, food and cloathing of the lower ranfe— tlteir 

general coft, 
Price of wages, labour and prpB(icijl5, 
Sute of tithe, its general amount on «;ach article— what artr- 

cles are exempt, and what charged by modus, 

Ufe of beer and (pints — ^whethef either or wlucl\ is iccreafing. 

State of roads, bridges, &c« 

— — of navigations and navigable rivers, 

— — of fiiheries, 

Sute 
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Stat6 of education, fchools, and charitable inftitutioiift 
— - of abfentee and refident proprietors, 
■ ■ of circulation of money or paper, 

— of farming or agricultural focieties, 

— of manufadbures, whether increafing, 

of encouragement to them, and the peculiar aptaels of 

the {ituation of their extenfion, 
■ of mills for every kind, 

— of plantations and planting, 

— of the effedts of the encouragement heretofore given to 
them by the Society, particularifed in the lift annexed. 

of any improvements which may occur, for future en- 
couragement, and particularly for the prefervation of tbe 
trees, when planted. 

— of nurferies within the county and extent of iales. 
Price of timber andftate of it, in the county. 
Quantity of bog and wafte ground, 

Poflibility and means of improving it, 

Obftacles to it and beft means of removing them. 

Habits of induftry, or want of induftry among the people, 

The ufe of the Englifh language, whether general, or how &r 

increaling. 
Account of towers, calUes, monafteries, ancient buildings, or 

places remarkable for iny hiftorical event. 
Churches — refident clergy, glebes and glebe houfes. 
Whether the county has been a<flually furveyed, when and 

whether the furrey is publiftied. 
Weights and meafures, liquid or dry— in what inftancesane 

weights affigned for meafures — or ince ver/a. 
The weight or meafure by which grain, flour, potatoes, butter, 

&c. are fold« 
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ERRATA TO THE INTRODUCTION. 

Page XV, lines li, 12, for received^ rczi revived. 
XVI, line 24, for 0*Doghertyy read, O'Dogherly. 

XX, line i, for 2d patent^ read, promtfe* 

XXI, line 20, for under^ read, render. 

XXVI, line 22, for integrum^ read, integram. 

XXVII, line 19, for engaged^ read, enjoyed. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



'• ^• 9B 99%»m 



IN the Uftory of Ireland, we do not find 
;iny matter of moment relating to this county, 
until in the reign of James I., 500,000 acres 
in Ulfter were efcheated to the crown, under 
the charge of the proprietors being difa(Fe£ked 
to the king's government, which forfeiture 
included almoft the whole of Monaghan* 

Thefe lands were focm after affigned to Bri« 
tiih adventurers, mofily Scotch, and not one ^ 
twentieth part was given to the natives ; the 
refidue of the inhabitants^had to feek an 
aiylum in Coimaught, and other wafte lands, 
to tml ibr their ^ppoi^ ot were obliged to 
embark in military purfuits, in the armies of 
foreign nations; 

Coatrafdng the prefent ftate of the county 
with its Uftory at that period, as given by 
that great fiatefman Sir John Davis, we ihali 

rou 111. c be 
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xiv INTRODUCTION. 

be able to- judge how far the new adven- 
turers fucceeded to enlarge the commerce, 
and add to the refpedability of the nation, 
by the application of their wealth and induf- 
try to the linen manufafture. 

A recital of that part of Sir John's letter 
to the Earl of Salifbury> relating his tour 
through this county, will fhew its miferable 
fiate at that period, with which may be com- 
pared . the more happy diipofition of affairs 
at the prefent time. 

*' After the end of the kft term, my Lord 
Deputy took a refolution to vifit three coun- 
ties in Ulfier, namely, Monaghan, Fermanagh, 
and Cavan, which, being the mofl: unfettled 
and unreformed parts of that province, did 
moft of alLneed his Lordfliip's vifitation at 
this time; for Monaghan, otherwife called 
M*Mahown's country. Sir William FitzwiU 
liam, upon the attainder ;and execution of 
Hugh Roe M'Mahown, chief of his name, did 
with, good policy and wifdom divide the 
greateft part of that county among the na* 
tives thereof, except the church lands, which 
he gave to Englifh fervitors ; in which diviiioii 
he did allot unto five or fix gentlemen fundry 
. ' ... large 
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INTRODUCTION. xr 

large deine(hes> with certain rents and fer- 
vices } and to the inferior fort, feveral free- 
holds^ and withal referved a yearly rent unto 
the crown, of 400/. and odd, whereby that 
county feemed to be well fettled for a year 
or two ; notwithftanding the late rebellion, 
wherein the M'Mahowns were the firft adors^ 
reverfed all that was done, and brought things 
in this country to the old chaos and confu- 
iion ; for they erefted a M^Mahown among 
them, who became mailer of all ; they re- 
ceived the Irifh cuttings and exactions, de- 
tained the queen's rent, reduced the poor 
freeholders into their wonted flavery, and, in 
a word, they broke all the covenants and con- 
ditions contained in their letters patent, and 
thereby entided the crown to refume all again: 
they having now no other title to pretend, but 
only the late Lord Lieutenant's promife, and 
the King's riiercy. I fpeak of the chief lords 
and gentlemen, whofc eflates were fubjed to 
conditions, albeit there was yet no office 
found of the breach of thefe conditions; But 
as for the petty freeholders, whofe eftates 
were abfolute, many of them, whofe names 
were yet unknown, were flain in the late re- 
c 2 belliob^ 
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xvi .INTRODUCTION. 

bellion, and fo attaiiUed m hyr^ if any in- 
quifition thereof bad been taken. Of fuch as 
did furvive the wars, and had their pardons^ 
fome were removed and tranfplanted by the 
tyranny of the lords^ and fomiQ were driven 
ont of the country, not daring to return to 
their freeholds, without ijpecial countenance 
of the fiate; and thus flood the itate of 
Monaghan/' 

** I thought it not impertinent to fhcw unto 
your Lordfliip, how unfettled the poflcflion of 
thefe countries were, before my Lord Deputy 
began his journey, that it may appear how 
needful it was, that the Lord Deputy fiiould' 
defcend in perfon to vifit thofe countries, 
whereby he might Have opportunity to dif- 
cover and underftand the true and particular 
ftate, both of the pofleffions and poffeflbrs 
thereof, before he gave warrants for paffing 
the fame by letters patent unto any, and 
thereby prevent that error, which hath for- 
merly been committed, in paffing all Tyrone 
to one, and Tyrconnel to another^ and other 
large territories to O'Dogherty and Randal 
M'Sorly, without any reljped to the king's 
poor fttbjeds, who inhabit and hold the Ilnds 

under 
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INTRODUCTION. xvii 

under tbexn, whereby the patentees are made 
little kings, dr rather tyrants over them; 
infomuch, as they now being wooed and 
prayed by the ftate, cannot yet be drawn to 
make freeholders for the fervice of the com« 
monwealchy which, before the pailing of their 
patents, they would gladly and humbly have 
yielded unto. The fiate, therefore, of the 
three counties before named, (landing in fuch 
terms as I have before expreffed, my Lord 
Dq)Uty, accompanied with the Lord Chanced 
lor, the Lord Chief Juftice Sir Oliver Lam- 
bert, and Sir Garrett Moore, and being alfq 
waited upon by myfelf, who was for this fer* 
vice joined in commi^ion of affize and gaol 
delivery with the Chief Juftice, bfcgan his 
journey the ninetetoth day of July laft,* being 
Saturday, and lodged, that night and the 
next, at the abbey of Mellifont, Sir Garrett 
Moore's houfe. On Monday night his Lord- 
ihip camped in the field, upon the borders of 
Ferney, which is the inheritance of the Earl 
of Eflex, and albeit we were to pafs through 
the wafteft and wildeft parts of all the North, 
yet wc had only for our guard fix: or ftveti 

ibort. 
* Anno 1607- 
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fcore footy and fifty oc threefcore horfe^ which 
is an argument of a good time, and of a con- 
fident deputy; for, in former times (when 
the ftate enjoyed the beft peace and fecurity) 
no Lord Deputy did ever venture himfelf into 
thofe parts, xii^ithout an army of eight hun- 
dred or one thoufand men. The third night 
after our departure from Mellifont, we came 
to the town of Monaghan, which doth not de« 
ferve the name of a good village, confiding 
of divers fcactered cabins^ or cottages, where- 
of the moft part are poflefied by the caft fol- 
diers of that garrifon. In the northmoft part 
thereof, there is a little fort, which is kept by 
the foot company of Sir Edward Blaney, who 
is fenefchal or governor of that county, by 
patent. In the midflof this village, there is 
a foundation o{ a new cafile, which being 
raifed ten or twelve feet froni the ground, and 
fo left and negle<5led for the fpace of almoft 
two years, is now ready to fall into ruia 
again; albeit, his majefty's charge in building 
hath .already been twelve hundred pounds at 
leaft. My Lord Deputy was as much di^IeaP 
ed at the fight thereof, as the chief Lords of 
the county are pleafed and comforted there- 
with. 
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INTRODUCTION. \iK 

with, becaure, if it were erefted and finilhcd 
in that form, as was intended, it would at all 
times be a bridle unto their own infolency ; 
for the M*Mahowns undoubtedly are the 
proudeft and moft barbarous fept among the 
Irilfa) and do ever fooneft repine, and kick, 
and fpurn at the Engliih government. My 
Lord Deputy, having pitched his tents about 
a quarter of a mile from the town, did pre* 
fently didinguifli the bufmefs, that was to be 
done ; the determining of matters of the 
^rown, and the hearing of perfonal petitions 
touching debt and trefpa(s, he left wholly to 
the juftices of the aflize and gaol delivery^ 
and referved only to himfelf and the Lord 
Chancellor the considerations of fuch petitions 
as iliould be made unto him, touching the 
lands and pofleflions of that country, which 
bufinefs, becaufe it was the principal, and 
taken in hand by my Lord Deputy himfelf, I 
will firfl trouble your Lord&ip with the re- 
lation thereof. His Lordfliip firfl: propounded 
to the inhabitants of the country two prin- 
cipal quefiions in writing, viz. firft, what 
.lands they were at that inftaht pofieffed of, 
and fecondly, what lands they claimed, either 

by 
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by patent from the crown, or by patent fronf 
the flate. When they had given in their fe« 
veral anfwers to thefe queftions, my Lord 
Deputy thought meet to inform himfelf of 
the particular ftate of the country, by perufing 
the book of divifion made by Sir William 
Fitzwilliams, which remaining among the rolls 
in the Chancery, the Lord Chancellor had 
brought with him of purpofe for this fervice. 
By that book it did appear, that the couilty of 
Monagban was divided into five baronies, viz. 
Dartrey, Monaghan, Cremorn, Trough, and 
Donamayn; that thefe five baronies contain 
an hundred baliibetaghs, viz. Dartrey twenty- 
one, Monaghan twenty-one, Cremorn twenty* 
two, Trough fifteen, and Donamayn twenty- 
two. That every ballibetagh, which figni- 
fieth, in the IriQx tongue, a town able to main- 
tain hofpitality, containeth fixteen taths; every 
tath containeth threefcore Englifh acres, or 
thereabouts ; fo, as every ballibetagh con- 
taineth nine hundred and fixty acres, the ex* 
tent of the whole country, containing one 
hundred ballibetaghs, is eighty-fix. thoufand 
acres, befide the church land. All this couil* 
try,* albeit it were refumed and refted aduaUy 

in 
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in the crown^ by the z& of attainder of Shane 
O'Neale^ notwithftanding the M'Mahowns 
being itill permitted to hold the pofleffiony no 
man fought to have any grant thereof, until 
Walter Earl of Effex obtained the whole ba- 
rony of Donamayn (otherwife called the Ferry 
and Clankawell) to himfelf and his heirs, 
and afterwards, upon the execution of Hugh 
Roe M^Mahowne, chief of his name, Sir 
William Fitzwilliams divided and 4lfpo^^^ 
the other baronies in this manner : in the Dar« 
trey, five ballibetaghs were granted in de- 
mefhe unto Bryan M'Hugh Oge M'Mahowne, 
then reputed chief of his name, and the heirs 
male of his body, rendering thirty pounds 
rent, viz* fix pounds for every ballibetagh ; 
the other fixteen ballibetaghs were divided 
amongft the ancient inhabitants of that bal* 
rony, fome having a great portion allotted, 
and fome a lefs : howbeit every one did under 
a yearly rent of twenty Ihiiiings out of every 
tath, whereof twelve (hillings and fixpence 
was granted to Bryan M*Hugh Oge M'Ma- 
howne, as i chief rent, in lieu of all other 
duties, and feven and fixpence was referved 
to the trown, which plot was obferved in 

every 
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every of the' other baronies ; fo as out of 
every ballibetagb, containing fixteen taths, 
the lord had ten pounds, and the king fix# 
In Monaghan Rofle Bane M^Mahowne had 
likewife five ballibetaghs granted unto him, 
with the like eftate, rendering to the Queen 
30/. rent, and the like chief rents as aforefaid, 
out of nine ballibetaghs more; and in the 
fame baronies, Patrick M^Art Moyle had 
three ballibetaghs allotted unto him, with the 
like eftate, rendering 1 8/. rent to the (^een, 
and the like chief rent out of all the othet: 
four. In Cremorn, Ever M*Collo M*Ma- 
howne, who was the firft of that name, that 
entered into tlie late rebellion, and is now 
farmer to my Lord of EiTex, of all his land 
in that country, had five ballibetaghs in de- 
mefne granted unto him, and the heirs male 
of his body, rendering 30/. rent to the crown, 
and the like chief rent out of the twelve other 
ballibetaghs; and, in the fame barony, one 
Patrick Duffe M^CoUo M^Mahowne had two 
ballibetaghs and a half alligned to him in de- 
mcfne, rendering 15/. rent, and the like chief 
rent out of two other baronies and a half. In 
the Trough, containing only fifteen ballibe- 
taghs. 
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taghs, Patrick M^Rena had three ballibetaghs, 
and twelve taths in demefne, given unto him 
with the like eftate, rendering 22/. rent as 
aforefaid, and the like chief rent out of feven 
other ballibetaghs ; and, in the fame barony^ 
one Bryan Ogc M^Mahowne^ brother to Hugh 
Ro, who was executed, had the like efiatc 
granted unto him in three ballibetaghs, ren- 
dering 18/. rent in like manner, and the like 
chief rent o\}t of two other ballibetaghs, and 
under \bis con(Utiony that, if the paCentee^ 
or the affigns did not, within five years, build 
a caftle upon fome part of the land, contained 
in their patents, their feveral grants to be 
void. Thus it appeared, that thefe four ba- 
ronies were then befiowed among the chief 
lords or gentlemen of that country, and, as 
they had their demefnes and rents allotted 
unto them, fo the inferior inhabitants, which 
were fo many in number, as it is not fit to 
trouble your Lordlhip with the lift of their 
particular names, were all named in the book 
of divifion, and had their feveral portions of 
land granted unto them and -to their heirs. 
Howbeit, the eftates made to thefe petty free- 
holders were fiot fubjed to any conditions to 

defeat 
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defeat the fame, but onljr nomine pana for non- 
payment of their feveral rents; whereas, in 
every grant made to the lords, there was si 
threefold provifo, viz. that if any of them 
took upon him the name qf M'Mabowne, or 
did fail of payment of the Queen's rent, or 
entered into rebellion, and were thereof 
attainted, their letters patent fliould be 
void. Thus the temporal lands were difpofed. 
For the church land ; the abbey of Clunys, 
which was the only abbey of any value in that 
county, was formerly demifed to Sir Henry 
Drake, for years j but the reft of the fpirituai 
lands, which the Irifh call Termons, they 
were granted to fundry fervitors, rendering 
ten {hillings to the crown for every tatb^ 
whidi, out of all the church land, amounted 
to feventy pounds per annum or thereabouts ; 
but as well, thefe patentees, as the former, did 
all fail in their performance of the conditions, 
whereupon the feveral eftates depended ; fo as 
there wanted nothing but an office to be found 
thereof, for the making void all their patents. 
And therefore, as foon as the poffeffions of 
this country did appear unto my Lord Deputy 
to Hand in fuch fort, as is before exprefled, 

his 
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Ins Lordfhip forthwith commanded me to 
draw a fpecial commiffion, dtreded, . among 
others, to the Chief Juftice and myfelf^ to en- 
quire, as well of the breach of the conditions 
contained in the grants before mentioued, a$ 
;^Ub of all eicbeated and concealed lands in that 
county: accordingly, the commifliaii was 
drawn and fealed in the hanaper, in the es^ecu* 
tion whereof we impannelled as many of the 
patentees themfelyes as appeared at that fef- 
fions^ to enquire of the articles contained in 
the commiffion : fo as they themfelves, found 
their own letters patent void ; fome for non- 
payment of the King's rent, and dthers, for 
not building of caftles within the dme pre* 
{bribed ; befides, they found divers of the in« 
ferior freeholders to have been flain in the late 
rebellion, whereby eight or nine ballibetaghs 
were efcheated to the crown j every ballibe. 
tagh(asl (aid before) containing nine hundred 
and Gxty acres, or thereabouts j which office 
being found, there refted in the poffeffion of 
the crown the greateft part of that country; 
This being' done, my Lord Deputy entered 
into council, in what manner he might difpofe 
an4 re*fcttle tl^ faiiiea|[ain, according to his 

inftrudions. 
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Jnftrtidions, received out of England in that 
behalf: wherein, albeit his Lordfhip did re- 
folve to determine of nothing filially before 
his return to Dublin, where, with the reft of 
the council, he propofed to digeft all the bufi- 
nefe of this journey, yet having an intent to 
make fome alterations of the former divifion, 
bis LordlSiip acquainted the principal gentle* 
men and Lords therewith, moving them to 
give their free confents thereunto ; to the end, 
that thofe fmall alterations might not breed 
any dificrence or difcord among them ; and 
thereupon, his Lordfhip did in a manner con- 
clude, that Bryan Mc. Hugh Oge Ihould be re- 
fiored to all that he had by the former divifiori, 
except to one or. two ballibetaghs, which he 
was well contented Ihould be difpofed to two 
young children, his near kinfmen, for which 
he was promifed to receive recompence out of 
the lands efcheated within his barony : that 
Patrick Mc. Art Moyle, fhould likewife be re- 
ftored in integrum; howbeit, he was not well 
contented therewith, alledging that my Lord 
Lieutenant, when he had received him into 
grace, promifed to make him equal in poflef- 
fions with Bryan Mc. Hugh Oge i but my 

Lord 
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Lord Deputy found no eafy ^ay to perform 
that promife; notwithftanding, his Lordfliip 
deiigned unto him one ballibetagh more, being 
a parcel of the barony of Trough, which, 
lying on the border of Tyrone, hath been pof- 
fefled of late by the Earl, who pretended it, 
that it is parcel of his country : that Rofie 
JBane Mc. Mahowne fhould likewife be re^fta- 
UUhed in all his former pofleilions, one balli* 
betagh excepted, which he frankly gave to 
one of his kinfmen, who was forgotten in the 
lift divifion. That Patrick M*Rena, and 
Bryan Oge M*Mahowne, (hould hold all their 
lands and rents without any alteration at all. 
But the greateft change was^ to be made in the 
barony of Cremourn, the greateft part where- 
of was, by the former divifion, aifigned to 
Ever M*Collo, who, notwithflanding, never 
engaged any part thereof: becaufe, one Art 
M^Rorte M^Mahowne, an adive anddefpcratc / 
fellow, who had a very fmall portion given 
him by Sir William Fitz- Williams, making 
daim to that whole barony, did ever flnce, 
with ftrong hand, withhold the poilefiion 
thereof from Ever M^CoUo: therefore, not 
without^confent of Ever himfelf, his Lordihip 

affigned 
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affigned to Art Mc» Rorie five ballibetaghs in 
that barony : and becaufe a, place called Balfi- 
logan^ containing two ballibetaghs> lieth in the 
midway between Monaghan and the Newrie^ 
which two, towns are dlftant, the one from 
the other, twenty-four miles, and fora&much, 
as Monaghan, being an inland town, cannot be 
fupplied with viduals but from the Newrie, 
and that it is a matter of great difficulty, in ^ 
time of war, to convey victuals twcnty*four 
miles, having no place of iafety to reft jn by 
the way ; therefore, his Lordfhip thought it 
very neceffiiry for th? fervice of the ftat€, to 
reierve thofe two ballibetaghs, and to pafi 
fomc cftate thereof to the governor oi 
Monaghan, who doth undertake within a 
ihort time, to build a caftle thereupon at his 
own charges. Thefe (even ballibetag^ being 
refumcd from Ever Mc* Colk), he hath yet 
allotted to him, and his fcms in demefne and 
in chief, ten baUOsetaghs or thereadbouts : a^ 
beat Patrick Duflfe Mc. Collo,. his kdnfman^ 
doth ftill hold his five baUtbetaghs, according 
to the firft divifiom This sefumption was 
madq upon Ever Mc Collo, for two csutles; 
firft^ ia tcg^d the fbte fluU now put him 

in 
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io quiet pofleiioa of a good part of the tm* 
rpnyj whereas, before^ he did not enjoy moy 
p^t thereof ; fixondly, becatife, he holdeth a 
\vhole barony in farm from my Lord of £ffi»» 
wherein he hath ,fo good a penny warch^ as be 
is grown iince che vicars, to be of greater^' 
wealthj than ^I the reft of his naae befidcs« 
Thus much was iat^ndisd for the principal 
gfntleip^p, and Lords of the country ; as for 
the petty freeholders, foch of them as fur- 
vived the w^rs, and not being fisce fiardondd^ 
do own good eftates in law ftiil^ and need only 
to be eftablifticd In their £evcral poficffions ^ 
all which his Lordfliip hath a purpofe to do^ 
by a general order ; but the lands of fuch^ as 
were flain in rebellion, his Lordihip allotted 
tveo or three baUibetaghs thereof, lying in the 
barony of Monaghan, unto divers call ibldiers, 
dwelling in that poor town, which will be a 
good ftrength to that garrifon } the remnant 
being fcattered in the other baronies, his 
Lordihip hath difpofed to fuch of the inhabti- 
tants, as were commended for their indltna^ 
tion to prove civil and loyal fufcgefts* LaflJy, 
the patentees of the fpiritual^ or termon iands^ 
making fuit to his Xqrd&ip to be reftored to 
VOL. iiu d their 
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their ieveral portions, granted unto thetit 
upon the former divifiod, bis LordQiip 
thought fit to extend the iikcf favour unto 
theni, as he had done to the Irifh. And this 
is the eflPeft of that bufinefs, which his Lord- 
fhip re&rved unto himfelf, wherein his Lord-^ 
fhip doth make this a year of jubilee to the 
poor inhabitants of this cotinty df Monaghan, 
becaufe every man (hall return to his owil 
houfe, be reftored to his ancient pofleflions, 
and withal have the arrear of rent to the ' 
King remitted, which is indeed a great mat-^ 
ter; for the arrear of this country doth 
amount to fix thoufand pounds at lead; 
Touching the fervice performed in this coun* 
try by the Juftices of aflize ; db^it^ they found 
few prifoners in the gaols, the moft part be^ 
iog bailed by Sir Edward Blaney, to the end 
the fort where the gaol is kept might not be 
peflered with them ; yet, when fuch as were 
bailed came in upon» their recognisances, the 
nuniber was greater than we expeAed. One 
grand jiiry was fo well chofen, is they found 
with good expedition all the bills of indid- 
meht true ; but, on the other fide, the juries, 
that were impanelled for trial of the prifoners, 

did 
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4icl acquit them as. faft, and found them not 
guilty i which, whether it was done for fa- 
vour, or for fear, it is hard to judge ; for the 
whole county confifting of three or foijr names 
pmy, viz. M'Mahowne, M'Renna, M'Cabe, 
and O'Connoly^ the chief was ever qf one of 
thofe names, aqd of thefe names this jury 
did confift ; fo that it was impoflible to try 
him, but by his kinfmen, and therefore it was 
probable, that the malefaftors were acquitte4 
for favour : but, on the other part, wcswerc 
induced to think that fear migljt b^ the caufc j 
forafmuch, as th^ poor people feemed very 
ynwilling to be fworn of the juries^ ^Hedging 
that, if they condemned ^ny man, his friends 
in revenge would rob, or burn, or j^ill them 
for it, and that the like mifchief had happene4 
to divers jurors fince the laft feflion holden 
there: fuch \s the barbarou3 malice and im- 
piety of this people. Notwithftanding, when 
we had pumftied one jury with good round 
fines and imprifonrnent, for acquitting fome 
prifoners contrary to direft and pregnant c\u 
dence, another jury being impannellcd for 
trial of others, found two notorious malefac- 
tors guilty, whereof one was a notable thief, 
. d 2 and 
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and the other a receiver of thieves, both 
which were prefently executed, and their exe- 
cution ftruck fome terror in the beft men of 
the, country ; for the beef, which they eat iii 
their houfes, is, for the moft part, ftolen out 
of the £nglifli pale, and, for that purpofc, 
every one of them keepeth a cunning thief, 
which he callcth his cater. Bryan Oge M'Ma- 
hownc, and Art M'Rorie, two of the princi- 
pal gentlemen before named, were indicted 
for the receiving of fuch ftealths, but they ac- 
knowledging their faults upoii their knees 
before my Lord Deputy, had their pardon 
granted unto them ; fo that I believe ftolen 
flefli will not be fo fweet unto them hereafter. 
When we had delivered the gaol, we impan- 
nelled another jury, to enquire of the ftate of 
the church in that county, giving them thofe 
fpecial articles in charge, viz. : how many 
pariih churches there were in that county j 
who were patrons ; who were incumbents ; 
which of the churches were fufficiently rei 
paired, and what decayed ; of what yearly 
value they were ; what glebe, tithes, or other 
duties belonging unto every church ; and who 
took the profits thereof. Thus, we did, by 

virtue 
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viftue of that great commifliony which wad 
fent out of England abottt twelve months 
fince, whereby the commiffioners have autho- 
rity, among other things, to enquire of thefii 
points ; and thereupon, to take order for the 
re-edifying and the repairing of the churches^ 
and for the placing of fufficient incumbents 
therein. This p<Hnt of that commiffion was 
pot before time put in execution any where, 
albeit it was fundry times moved at the couta* 
cil-tab/^, that ibmewhat might be done there-^ 
in ; but my Lords the Bifhops, that fit at the 
l^oardy being not very well pleafed that lay- 
men ihould intermeddle with ecclefiafticai 
matters, did ever anfwer that inptiop in this 
manner: let us alone with that bufinefsj 
take you no care for that ; we will fee it ef* 
feded, we warrant you. Notwithfianding^ 
there hath been fo littl^ care taken, as that 
the grcatcft part of the chjirchcs within the 
pale lie fiill in their ruins ; £> as the common 
people (whereof manjr without doubt would 
conform themielves) have no place to refort 
unto, where they taay hear divine fcrvice; 
This confideration moved us to enquire of the 
ftate of the church in thcfc unrcformed coun* 

ties. 
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ties. The inquifition prefenred unto us in 
this county was in Latin, becaufe the principal 
jurors were vicars and clerks. It appeared 
that the churches, for the moft part, are ut- 
terly wafie ; that the king is patron of all, 
and that the incumbents are Popifh priefts, in- 
ftituted by bifliops authorized from Rome; 
yet many of them, like other old priefts of 
Queen Mary's time, in England, ready to yield 
to conformity. AVhen we had received this 
particular information, it was thought meet to 
referve it, and to fufpend and (lay all proceed-^ 
ings thereupon, until the Bi(hops of Derry, 
Raphoe, and Clogher (which three diocefes 
comprehend the greateft part of Ulfter, albeit 
they be now united for one man*s benefit) (hall 
arrive out of England, whofe abfence being 
two years, fince he was eleded by his Majefty, 
hath been the chief caufe that no courfe hath 
been hitherto taken to reduce this poor peo- 
ple to Chriftianity ; and therefore, majus pec- 
catum habet. Laftly, for the civil government 
of this county, we made fcvcral orders ; firft, 
for the building of a gaol and feffions-houfc, 
we impofed a tax upon the country (by con- 
fent of the chief gentlemen and freeholders), 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INTRODUCTION. xxxf 

of 40/. fterlingy and^ for the furplufage of the - 
charge, we moved my Lord Deputy and coun- 
cil^ to promife an allowance out of the. fines 
and cafualties of that county ; next, for the 
ereding of a free-fchool, and maintenance of 
a . fchool-mafter, in Monaghan, we prevailed 
ivith the chief lords, fo far as they yielded, to 
contribute 20/. a year to that ufe. Finally^ 
we revived and enlarged fundry former or- 
ders, made for the mending of highways, 
clearing of paths, and the bringing of idle and 
lazy men to juilice. This is the effecl of all 
our proceedings in the county of Monaghan." 

Sir John then proceeds to ftate his obferva* 
tions on the county of Fermanagh, after which 
he draws thefe conclufions. 

** Now, may it pleafe your Lord{hip, upon 
confideration of the whole matter, in my weak 
apprehenfion, I conceive thus much, that, if 
my Lord Deputy do finifli thefe beginnings, 
and fettle thefe countries^ as I aflure myfelf he 
will, this will prove tl^e moft profitable jour* 
ncy for the fervice of God, arid his Majefty, 
and the general good of this kingdom, that 
hath been made in the time of peace, by any 
deputy, thefe many years j for, firft, his Lord* 

(hip 
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&tp -baling gotten a true and clear under- 
ftindtng of the ftatc of the clergy in thefe 
part5» many will take a direct fpeedy courfe, 
for the planting of religion among thefe rude 
peopie> who are apt to take any impreifion ; 
for his Lordfhipt knowing the number and 
the value of the benefices, in every county, 
may caufe an union, or rather a fequeftration^ 
*t6 be made of fo many as will make a compe* 
lent- Uving, for ^ a fole minifter ; then may he 
give order for building of as many churches 
2s there ihall be competent livings, for minif- 
ters in that county ; and this preparation 
being made, his Lordfliip may laftly pro- 
vide fufficient incumbents to ferve in thefe 
churches. 

** Next^ for his Majefty's profit, there ^yill 
be revived, and aflured unto the crown, five 
hundred pounds per annum, out of Mo- 
nagiian ; which, though it was formerly re- 
fervcd, was never paid to the King's coffers ; 
and out of the other two counties, there will 
be raifed five hundred a year, now at leaft, 
for rent and compofition. Befides, the crown 
is reftored to all the patronages of ecclefiaftical 

promotions 
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promotions> whicli heretofore were ufurped 
by the Pope, and utterly negleded by the 
ftate here, Laftly, his Majefty ihall have 
wardfhips, efcheats, fines, amercements, and 
bthcr cafualties, which were never had, nor 
heard of, before, in thefe parts. Finally, for 
the common good, not only of thefe parts, 
but of all the kingdom beiides, his Lordfhip, 
in this journey, hath cut ofiF three heads of 
that hydra of the North, namely^ M'Mahowne, 
M^Guyre, and O^Relie ; for, the/e three names 
of chiefry, with their Irifh duties and exac- 
tions, ihall be utterly aboliihed : the cufioms 
of tanniftry and gavelkind, being abfurd and 
unreafonable, as they are in ufe here, and 
which have been the caufe of many murders 
and rebellions, fhall be clearly extingi!B(bed ; 
all the poflefEons fliall defcend, and be con- 
veyed, according to the courfe of the com- 
mon law; every man ihall have a certain, 
home, and know the extent of his eftate; 
whereby the people will be encouraged to ma- 
nure their land with better induilry than 
heretofore hath been ufed, to bring up their 
children more civilly, and to provide for 

their 
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their pofterity more carefully j thefc will caiu.fe 
them to build better houfes for their fafety, 
and to love neighbourhood ; thence will arife 
villages, and townsj which will draw trades- 
men and artificers ; fo as we conceive a hope^ 
that thefe countries^ in a (hort time, will not 
only be quiet neighbours to the pale, but be 
made as rich and as civil as the pale icfelf. 

This is the effect of the fcrvice, which was 
performed in that journey, which my Lord 
Deputy made into Ulfter this fummer vacation, 
whereof I have made unto unto your Lord- 
fhip a broken and disjointed relation, for 
which I humbly crave pardpnj the rather, 
becaufe I was continually interrupted in the 
writing thereof,, being employed upon my re- 
turn out of the North, together with my 
Lord Chief Juftice, in a new commiflion of 
Aflize, and Nifi prius for the counties of Wa- 
terford, Wexford, and Wicklow; fo, as I 
have been enforced to take fractions and 
ftarts, and almoft inftants of time, to finiih 
the feveral periods of this rude difcourfe ; in 
which, notwithftanding, I hope your Lord- 
fliip will, according to your wonted noble 

difpofition 
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difpofition to me, accept in good part : and 
fo, with prefentation of my humble fervice, 
I leave your Lordflup to the divine prefcrva- 
tion." 
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STATISTICAL SURVEt 



OF THB 



couNrr OF monaghan^ 



CHAPTER L 

GEOGRAPHICAL STAT£ AND MODfiRN CIR«irMdTAVC2S* 

Sect. i. Situation and Extent. 

THE county of Monaghan is fituate io the province 
of Ulfter, and runs in an angular diredion into Tyibne 
on its northern bounds; Fermanagfa lies on its atirth^ 
w^ft> Cavan on it» wefti Armagh ranges the etffldni 
borders^ Louth the fouth-eaflern, and Meath joins^itat 
due fouth. In form it is rathec oblongy %aA onljr deviMe» 
on the weftern fide» where it ftretcbes confiderably m 
die point of juii&ioo with Fermanagh' and Cavan couiK 
ties. From the moft northerly part of the Sleive-Baught 
VOL. Ill, A mounuin 
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mountain to Laggan-bridge, on the old road from Car- 
rickmacrofs to Ardee, the breadth is above thirty miles, 
and the breadth, from the extreme weftern point of the 
county on the river Finn, in a right line, to the eaftem 
point, on the borders of the county of Armagh, near 
Green-mount, make feventeen miles ; the main breadth, 
from the borders joining Newchapel, in the county of 
Fermanagh, near Shankill, to the borders of the county 
of Armagh, near Middleton, make ten miles ; however, 
the country is fo much covered with bog, the diftance 
by the nearefl roads will add at lead five miles to the 
. length, and three to the breadth of the county. The 
tirea of Monaghan is laid down as containing 179,600 
plantation acres, or 280 fquare lt\(h miles ; this, when 
reduced to Englifli meafure, will appear to be in extreme 
length, thirty-eight nules, in breadth twen(y-four; area 
450 fquare miles, or 288,500 acres; the circumference 
of the county makes eighty-eight Irifh, or 1 12 Englifli 
miles. 

The average value of arable or improved lands of 

Monaghan is equal to 251. 6d. per Irifli acre. 

y - The population of this county is very great, being 

■i bat little (hort of Armagh, comparatively, which is the 

beft inhabited county in Ireland. The number of houfes 

s^pear to be 12,506, and allowing nearly fix fouls to an 

hoiiTe^ the number of inhabitants exceed 124,000; 

tfae almoft whole of the county being engaged in manu- 

a i«£lure, and the immenfity of its turf bog is far from 

ff ' ^ Wng 
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being a fecondary caufe in acoounting for this great 
population. 

The Sleive-Baught, or Slabaj mountains, which 
point north and fouth, divide this county from Tyrone^ 
and touch on Fermanagh; and on the fide next Ar- 
magh, the Fews mountains are the boundary. At the 
extremity of the county at Clones, and again at Car- 
rickmacror8^''the furface is inclined more to a flat, but 
the interior, and all the other boundaries, form an unin« 
terrupted undulation of ground, very hilly, yet acceflible 
to the plough, and in the windings through the vallies, 
are frequent partial fbeets of water, or fmall lakes. 

The fuperficial coritents of Monaghan may be com- 
prized thus : 



Arable land, 1 
Pafture and meadow,) 


- 


Acres* 
136,800 


Woods and plantations. 


-. 


1,000 


Water, 


- 


, 2,500 


Bog, mountain, and wafte. 


- 


38,000 


Roads, towns, and villages. 


-• 


1,300 




Acres, 


179,600 



S£CT. 2. Qimate. 

This county, which was formerly very much wooded, 

muft have then been' very damp, as it lies fo much ex- 

pofcd to the north-wcfterly winds, that prevail here al- 

mofl: three-fourths of the year ; for, from tjie weftern 

A 2 ocejin. 
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ocean, between the mountains of Leitrim and Slabay, 
lies a great valley, which contains Fermanagh county^ 
and through the valley, Lough Erne flows to the very 
bounds of this county, and thofe winds carrying with 
them fo much moi'fture from* the fea, which is increafed 
in their paflage along the lake, and is not difperfed till 
they meet the Slabay mountain, againft which they 
break with violence, the adjoining country ?is enve- 
loped with a conftant rain. When the bid forefts of 
this county ftood, how muft they have retained thefc 
damps ? Even now, though they are removed, itis fub- 
jefl:, in fome degree, to an almoft continual moifture; 
yet we do not find the natives unhealthy. Except in 
fpring and harveft, their labour without doors is but 
fmall, and even then comparatively fo, as fartns in gene- 
ra do not exceed five acres, the people being all more 
or lefs engaged iji the linen raanufaAur^ which confines 
them within. Nor from thefe numerous lakes, are there 
any of thofe putrefcent exhalations, which often proceed 
from ftagnant waters; fo that, although Monagban 
pofTefTes a damp climate, we cannot pronounce it an 
unwbolefome one. 



SlCT. 
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Sect. 3. Divijidns. 

. Tms county is divided into five bai[omes> thence into 
town lands.* 

The fellowiAg table fhews the number of parifhes, 
towrns, and vill^^es in ea^h baronj. 

Pariihct. Towns. Villages. 

Bdroo J of Creffloanie hath - 3 a x 

Dartrey, - - - 6 x $ 

Farney, oc Donaghmoytie» S . ^ t 

MomgfaaD, . . 6 t $ 

Trongby • « - 21 X 

Pariihcf, 22 Towns, 6 \HHagcf , xs 
. Thi$ 



* A town-land in Iriih is named Ballibetagh^ and fignifies 
a town able to maintain hofpitality, which containeth fixteen 
cadi»; every tath contsuneth fixty-three Englifh acres, or 
thereabouts; fo as every ballibetagh containeth 960 acres, 
the extent of the whole county containing an hundred balli- 
betaghs, is 96,000 acres, beudes church lands. Sir John 
Davu^j Hifiorical TraBs. 

It is here to be remarked, that thefe were the arable lands 
of the county ; the bog, mountain, church lands, and wafte, 
»ot being included, which, with 96,000 acres of arable, 
would appear to have been 192,500 acres, to make up the 
contents of the county in EngUfh acresy which, I have fhewn, 
are 288,500. 
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This county was formerly reprcfented )»y foar mem- 
bers of parliament; two for the fhire, and two for the 
town of Monaghan. The prefent reprefeiitation in the 
imperial parliament are) two members for the (hire ; the 
borough is extin£L 

In all the late maps and denominations of the county, 
the barony of Farney is called Donaghmoyne; in the 
old grant, the whole of this barony to the Earl of Eflex 
is ftyled the * Ferny, and Clankawell, alias ClankerviUe, 
alias Hifferney, alias Fifferney : it is now the property 
of nearly two proprietors ; the more confiderable part, 
containing 18,690 plantation acres, is enjoyed by Mr. 
Shirley, and 13)955 plantation acres by the Marquis of 
Bath ', thofe two proprietors deriving from the Earl of 
EiTex, and holding in fee $ tod a1>out 2060 acres, which 
were fet in perpetuity by the Earl of Eflex to a ftir 
maiden his raflal, at the annual rent of 40/. fterling, for 
the confideration of a night's lodging and entertainment. 
This has iince defcended to the Brownlow family, and is 
now an eftate worth 2000/. per annum and upwards. 

In Camden it is noted, that Monaghan was originally 
divided into five diftrids, Iriel, Dartre, Fernlis, and 
Loghty, which for rebellion were taken from the Mc. 
Mahons by a£t of parliament, together with the terri- 
tory of Donaghmayne, which was given by Queen Eliza- 
beth to Walter Devereux, Earl of EfTcxv 

Thefe 

• Sir John Davis's Hiftorical Tra^s. 
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.Thefe Mc. Mahons (a name fignifying iii IrKh, the 
fiMia of a bear) for a bng time governed tbefe parti, 
and were defcended from Walter FitBurfe» who Jiad a 
hand in the murder of Thomas, Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury. The moft fucce&Bil man of thefatnly, accoid'i' 
ing to the cuftom of thit nati<Hi> wat wont to lord it 
over the reft, under the title of Mc« Mahon, and, while 
they were contending for the fovereignty, hy flanderpgy 
fighting, bribing) and other foul pra&ices, they drew 
the lord deputy William Fitswilliams amo^gft tlwm, 
and he cited Hugh Roe Mc. Mahon (whom by his au- 
thority he had advanced to the feigniory)^ and found him 
guiify of treafon, and ordered him to be hanged $ and, 
that he might extinguifli the name of the Mc. Mahont 
for ever, he divided the tenritory between the rdatfons 
of the laid Hugh, and certain Engliihmen, to have and 
to hold to them, and their heirs, by the Engliih tenure. 
And again Camden £iys, op the eaft ilde of Lough 
Erne, lies the county of Monaghao, very mountainous 
and woody. It has not one remarkable town befides Mo- 
naghan, which gives name to the whole county, am} 
U a barony in. the honorable family of Blancy. 



In the Ecclefiaftical divifion of Monaghan, we find 
it contains twenty-two parifhes, and nineteen churches, 
all in the diocefe of Clogher. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•-*!._*;' 



$ 8TATWT3WIAI- 4URVEY 

fl^rifiUaws am alpbahHkd ammgimiHt rf parijbis. 

I« AoHABOG is a re£bory9 in the barooy of I>artrr|% 
it hath a gUbe ami parfenage., 

4. Aqhiiamullsk is a re£kory, in Ad bareny ef 
Crcmorne) it hath a parfonag^ and a glebe at Corkecrin* 

3* CLONsa is a refiory, in die barony of Dartrey^ it 
bath a parfooage in Clones, and a glebe at Altatarte. 

4. Cloktiri^btt is a vicarage, in the barony of 
Cfemorne, it'hath a parfonage and glebe* 

j» Cu&RSN is a vicarage^ in the barony of Dartrey. 

6* Dqvagh is a vicMage, in die barony of Trough, 
. it hath a glebe at Bifhop^s Place, and alfi>a parfonage. 

f. I>oNAGHMOYN« IS an impropriate redory, in the 
barony of Farney, it bath a glebe and parfonage. 

8. Drumsnat is a vicarage, in the barony of Mo«* 
naghan^ it hath neither glebe nor parfonage, but here are 
ruins. The redlory is impropriate. 

9. Ematris is a reAory, in the barony of Dartrey, it 
hadi a glebe and parfonage. 

10. Errioal is a Vicarage, in the barony of Trough, 
k hath a glebe and parfonage. 

ti. Gallon is a redory, in the barony of Dartrey, 
and hath a glebe. 

I a. Inniskeen is a reSory, in the barony of Famey, 
and hath a glebe and parfonage. 

13.' KiLLANEY is a reftory, in the barony of Farney, 
it hath a parfonage, and a glebe at Drumferagh and £f- 
fcx's Ford. 

14.. KiLLEVAN is a rfSory, in the barony of Dar* 
trey, it hath a glebe. 

15. KiLMORB 
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15. RiLMoRE is a redorV) in the barony of Mo- 
naghan, and hath a parfonage and glebe at Kilmore. 

16. Magheraclony is a vicarage, in the barony of 
Famey, it hath a parfonage and a glebe at Camackey. 
Thereftory is impropriate. 

- Magheross is a vicarage, in the barony of Farney, 
die glebe lies at Derryoline. The redory is impropriate. 

18. MowAGHAN is a redory, in the barony of Mo- 
naghan, the glebe lies at MoUinally. 

19. MucKNOE is a redory, in the barony of Cre* 
morne. 

la TiDAVKET is a redory, in the barony of Mp* 
naghan, it hath a parfonage, and the glebe lies at Killy- 
marren. 

2W TiHALLEN is a reflory, in the barony of Mo- 
' naghan, it hath a parfonage, and the glebe lies at Tully'^ 
gorey. 

22. TuttYCORBET is a rcftory, in the barony of 
Monaghan, it hath a parfonage, and the glebe lies at 
Terryguly. 

As 

ili^^*-The parifli church of Donaghy is in the town of 
GiafloQgh $ that of Ematrisy at Kilcrow ; that of Drum- 
fwotdsi, at GallooD ; that of Magherafs, at Carrickmacrois } 
that of Mttchnoe, at Caftleblany> and that of Tidaunet, at 
BaUinoude vilkge. 

I am concerned to Aate» that in the enqtaries» which I 
made from feme gentlemen of the eilablifhed church, I could 
not get any tofbrmation, particularly as to what related to 
eoclefiaftical aifiiirs $ this accounts why the value of benefices 
is not given, nor a nwre particular report of church lands > 
I muft, however, mention, that I did not make perfoaal aj^ 
plication to all <^ them, by leuer I certainly did, bnt wa« 

not 
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As there are fuch great traSs of church lands in this 
county, I think it is proper to give the earlteft account 
of them, which we have in Sir John Davis's letter. 

<< The church land was either monaftery land, corbe 
land, or Herinachs, for it did not appear unto us, the 
bi£hop had any land in demefne, but certain menfidl du* 
ties, of the corbes and herinachs, neither did we find 
the parfons and vicars hacf any glebe lands at all in this 
county. 

. << But the lands belonging to the Corbes and Heri* 
nachs, are of a fai» greater quantity, and are found in 
every barony. I had heard of the name of corbe, and 
of a herinach,. divers times, fince I came into this king* 
dom, and would gladly have learned of our clergymen, 
in Dublin, what kind of religious perfons they jyrere, 
but could never be fatisfied by any; and therefore at this 
time, I was the more curious and inquifitive, to inforoi 
myfelf of thefe eccleiiafticak perfons, the like whereof 
are not to be found in any other part of Chriftendomji 
nor in Ireland neither,, but only in the counties, that are 

mere 

not favoured with any reply* Thofe, to whom I applied per* 
fonally, not choofiog to give any informatiooy difcooraged me 
for troubling any others of that rdpe^able body» who, from 
their general knowledge and refidence, I had vainly hoped, 
would be of the moft material affiftance, in a work, which 
they cannot be ignorant, but is meant to promote the general 
good of the nation. 

I ihoukl here do injuftice to the police and willing affift-. 
ance I received from tJie Rev. Dr. Murphy, parifh prieft of 
Tidaunet, if I (hould omit to mention his liberality and ex- 
ertions to forward a work, which he had too much fenie to 
Aew any jedoufy of. 
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mere Iriih.^ When therefore we came to enquire 
Ae quantity of termon lands^* I called unto me 
one of the beft learned vicars in all the country, and 
one that had been a Brehon, and had fome (kill in the 
civil and common laws, and with much ado^ I got from 
him thus much light for the underftanding of this mat« 
ten He told me, that the wcM-d ternwn doth fignify, in 
the Irifli tongue, a liberty, or freedom, and that all 
church lands whatfoever are called termon lands by the 
Irifli ; becaufe they were ever free from all impofitions, 
and cuttings, of the temporal Lfords, and had the privilege 
of fanduary, ib as no- temporal feijeant, or officer, 
might enter to arreft any perfon upon their lands, but 
the bi(hop*s officers only ;f howbeit, in common underr 
ftanding, among us, that are Englifli, we call fuch only 
termon lands, as were in tfae'poflcffion of corbesor 
berenachsu For the name of Corbe, I could not learn 
that it had any fignification in the Iri(h tongue : fome 
^all him in Latin Converbius, but fuch as are of beft 

underftanding 

♦ Dr. Leland feems to have mifundcrftood Sir John 
Davies, as he ftates Sir John's letter to have fatd, « That 
the corbes or hertnachs, were pecoliar to the mere Irilh 
countries, of all other parts of Chriftendom.'' Ijeland's 4to 
edit. vol. II. p. 510. 

f The learned Ulhet agrees with Sir John, in this defcrip- 
tion of the termon lands. See Leland, 4to, edit, vol ii. 
p. 510. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t% 8TATIST1CAL SURVEY 

underftanding call him Plebanus, and they ykld the 
rcafon of that nainc> quia plebi ecclefiafticae praeeft,* 

^^ I recolle<% by chat which they told me, that he was a 
prior or a refident of a collegiate church ; for he did not 
only poiTefs a good quantity of glebe lands, the tenanU 
and occupiers whereof were called termon men, and had 
privilege of clergy, but he had alfo fome redories ap« 
propriate, whereof he had that pk>rtion of tithes, which 
belonged to the parfon, and had withal the prefentatioQ 
of the vicarage ; he had always his place or feat in the 
mother church, where he had a certain number of 
priefts ferving with him ; in the cathedral church he 
had a ftall in the choir, and a voice in the chapter, and 
this corbfhip is named a dignity in the regifter at Rome ; 
for all dignities ia cathedral churches, and s^I benefices 
of value in the kingdom are contained in a regifter at 
Rome, and the Pope at this day doth collate unto them, 
and until (bis day the parfbns prefented have enjoyed thf 

benefice! 

* The profound Ufher gives a fomewhat different account 
of the herenachs and corbes ; the herenachs had two cha- 
ttiAtrSf partly eccUfiaftical, and fomewhat lay. They were 
admitted iato deacon's orders* but they were never advanced 
higher, and they refided on the termon lands» the profits of 
^hich they diilributed to the bi{hq>s and inferior clergy, to 
the repair of churches, and the maintenance of hofpitality* 
Thefe fervices they performed under the diredion and care 
of corbe^a who were ecclefiadics of a much higher order, 
yproaching nearly to the charadicr of the bifhop, who pre- 
nded over the inferior clergy. It was aUb the opmion of 
the very fkilful antiquary before mentioned, that the mod 
ancient church polity of Ireland was extremely analogous to 
that which once exifted all over Chriilendom. See Leland's 
4to edition, vol. ii. p. 434. 
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benefices in this meer Irifh country, by colour of the 
Pope's collation. Lafily, this corbfhip was in a manner 
hereditary, for though the corbe were even in orders, 
yet he was in this Iri(h country ufually married, or if he 
were not married, he had children, and after his death, 
if any of his fons were qualified with karning, he was 
chofen by the dean and chapter to be corbe; and if 
none of bis fons were capable, another of that fept or 
furname. was chofen^ Without doubt, thefe corbfliips,* 
being in die nature of collegiate churches, are vefted 
in the crown by the ftatute of dllTolution of mbntifte- 
ries, and accordingly fome of them have been reduced 
into charge, but there are many, whereof np inquifuion 
bath been found, but concealed as detained by the Irifli 
until this day; and that your Lordlhip may perceive, 
I weave not this out of my own brain, but that I have 
authority for that which I deliver, I will here infert a 
certificate, in Latin, made unto me by an Irifli fcholar, 
whofe opinion I required in this matter, which, by 
chance, I have now among my papers j. for the moft part 
of thefe things I have fet down out of nty own memory, 
being now at Waterford, and having left the notes of 
our former journey, at Di^blin. 

The-fcholar's opinion was this:—" Corbonatus fivi 
<« pUbanatus Jighitas eft^ et modo ad regem pertinet^ fed 
« antea adpapam j in matrice icclejia debet mceffario effi^ 
*■ initiatus facris ordinibus^ omnefque decimas pertinenies 
^ ad banc debet habere^ et bemficia adjun&a huic ipfius 
^^funty iorumjue conferentiam babity et prefentatienm* 

« Di^um 
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** DUfum hcc nonuHf quia populo (sf plebi eccUfiaftkai 
^ matricU ecclefiae prafuity cerium nunurum facerditum 
" juafi collegialium debet habere fecum ; primum Jlallum 
^ in fua ecclefia habety habet etiam Jlallum vaiuum in 
^ ecclefia catbedraliy et vocem in omni capituky tarn pub' 
^* licffy quam privaUj infcribitur Romano regtftro ideeque 
** dignitas ejl.** 

<< Of thefe corb(hips, the beft in tbefe parts is at 
Clony's, in the county of Monaghao, which M'Ma- 
howne himfelf procured to be conferred upon his eldeft 
fon, being but a boy^ in the time of the late. rebellion. 
It was long before granted unto Sir Henry Duke for 
yearSf and is now in pofleffion of Sir Francis Rufhe^. 
who married one of Sir Henry Duke's daughters. 
There is another at Derough, in Fermanagh, which is 
likewife brought into charge. There are others in 
O'Rourke's country, others in Upper Ollbry, and in 
Ormond, and in cnany other places, which are not yet 
difcovered. Thus much touching the nature of a corbe 
and of an herinach. 

*' For the herinach, there are few parifhes of any com* 
pafs in extent) where there is not an herinach, which 
being an officer of the church, took beginmng in this, 
manner : — When any Lord or Gentleman had a direc-* 
tion to build a church, he did firft dedicate Tome good 
portion of land to fome faint or other, whom he chofe 
to be his patron ; tlien he founded the church and called 
it by the name of that faint, and then gave the land to 
fome clerk, not being in orders, and to his heirs for 
« . -. ever. 
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erer, widi this intent, that he (hould keep the church 
dean, and well repaired, keep bofpitality, and give 
alms to the poor, for the foul's health of the foun<{er. 
This man and his heirs had the name of Errenagh. 
The Errenagh was alfo to have a weekly commemora- 
tion of the founder of the church. 

*' He had always Primam Tonfti ram, but took no other 
orders ; be had a voice in the chapter, when they con* 
fulted about their revenues, and paid a certain yearly 
rent to the bifliop, befides a fine upon marriage of 
every one of his daughters, which they call a Lough- 
himpy; he gave a fubfidy to the btfli6p, at his firft en- 
trance into his bifbopric. 

<^ The certainty of all which duties appear in the bi» 
&op's regifter, and thefe duties grew unto the bifliop, 
firft, becaufe the herinach could not be ere£led, nor the 
church dedicated without the confent of the bifhop. 
tVe are yet doubtful, whether thefe lands, poflefled by 
the herinacbs, be yet reduced to the crown, becaufe 
the ftatute of chaunteries is not yet enaded in this 
kingdom ; but certain it is, that thefe men poiTeflfed all 
the glebe lands, which belonged, yearly, to'fuch as have 
card of foulsf and therefore, when they (hall be refum- 
ed, it wei^ meet they fhbuld be added to the parfo^ 
nages and vicarages, whereby they may be found .com- 
petent livings for able minifters, which may be placed 
hereafter in thefe parts ; for now> albeit, there be in 
every pari(h both a parfon and a vicar, yet both livings 
bring put together are not fufficient to feed an honeft 

man; 
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QUU ; for the tithes of every p^rifh witbaa the diocefo 
of Clogher, which comprehended! Mooaghaii) and al<* 
moft all Fermanagh, are divided into four parts, whereof 
the parTon^ being commonly no prieft, hath two parts^ 
die vicar, who is ever a prieft, and ferveth the curc^ 
bath one fourth part, and the bifhop hath another fourti^ 
part, which, God knoweth, in diefe poor wafte coun- 
tries, doth arife to very fmdl portions. And thus we 
fbtind the flate of the church land in this country.'* 



Sect. 4* Soil and Sutfaa. 

There is a great variety in the foil of Monaghan, the 
high lands, in fome parts, not being at all fit for tillage, 
as in a great part of the barony of Dartrey ; one night's 
rain might poftpone the fowing of a fallow for a feafon, 
where there is no limeftone, but very deep in a partial 
gravel ; however, this is favourable to grafs, and there 
is no foil in the county, which is not naturally fertile^ 
though remarkable for ruflies and a fpring grafs. Much 
corn is brought into the county, as litde foil is favour- 
able to wheat. Flax is their great crop, on which 
their trade depends, and the cold and deep clays, which 
^re fo well adapted for its vegetation, may be ftated the 
more general foil of the county. Its favourable fitua- 
don for manufacture, its great population^i and the land 
being, divided into fo numerous fmall farms, all militate 

againft 
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againft' encouraging grazing or dairy hufbandry, and 
recommend a preference for tillage. Potatoes and oats 
are fuccefsfully cultivated ; thefe are the crops, which 
have the beft return, and there is no foil here, which 
will not well agree with them. Excellent vegetables are 
profitably attended to, and their value is well efiiqnated 
by the lower orders, who raife them in abundance. 

MOUNTAINS. 

The Sleive-Baught, or Slabay mountains, are one 
great uninterrupted ridge of high land, the moft confi- 
derabk part of which has nothing to recommend it, 
not poffeffing a fruitful foil, or fcarce any of thofe na- 
tural beauties, which are peculiar to mountains; neither 
the dufky glen, the bold precipice, the towering cHf^ 
the cafcade, nor fcarcely one beautiful view to be feen 
throughout ; the whole is but an uninterefting wafte, 
gradually vanifhing into the low lands, where the foil is 
moory; they are almoft always wet, but yet not without 
capability, and have, in partial fpots, beds of the richeft 
limeftone, and abundance of marie; a peculiar . finie 
manure alfo appears near the furface, confiding of banks 
of decayed limeftone, which turns up in flaty ftufF, but 
fo foft, that it can be worked to aconfiftency like putty; 
it is highly calcareous, and will ftrongly efFervefce with 
acids. , I have feen very good efFe<3;s from this manure, 
and a nice vegetation produced by it. On thefe moun- 

II tains', 
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tains, which fhew a quantity of decayed granite, is alfo 
abundance of freeftone, and grit, with which fewer$ 
could be made, as draining mud certainly firft be pur- 
fued aSively and earneftly, before any profit can be 
reaped : again, the foil now varies to a filiceous quality, 
and in a few fpots is found a gravelly loam. Cairn- 
more, which feems to be the higheft point of Slabay, is 
famous for its mill-ftone quarry ; on the eaftern fide of 
this afcent, a large tradi of land, I think, lies admirably 
well for improvement, and could be capitally reclaimed, 
at a fmall expenfe : for contiguous to it, is a fine lime- 
ftone quarry, running for a confiderable diflance, and 
forming the bed of a ihallow though rapid ftream, and 
pointing S. E. Turf is immediately convenient, and 
the ground lies very well for draining. There has been 
(bme attempt made in liming, and the foil foon (hews 
its wonderful powers, as two hundred ftones of oats 
will be produced from one acre, which has got but 
forty barrels of this manure, ;ind will not be worth 
reaping without it. 

The obftinacy of this foil, which is fo reclaimable by 
lime, is rather fingular 5 its quality is ftifF, and the very 
ihallow and mofiy loam on this furface a£ts as a fponge 
to imbibe the rain, after a fall of which a beaft could 
not walk thefe mountains, and a few days of drought 
again will bake it fo extremely, that no plough could 
make the leafl impreffion on it : when in this ftate, the 
rain at firft runs off in torrents along the furface, till it 
penetrates, which does not immediately take place, and 

then 
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then it becomes a complete quagmire. There is no ap« 
pearance of this mountain ever having been in foreft, 
as an]f tree, which is planted here, foon becomes 
dwarfifl) aiid ftunted, and never arrives to perfe<^ibn* 
At the foot of thefe hills, where the peaiants havelixtle 
g^ens, which have all got a fpriuUing of lime^ it 1^ 
iurprifing to fee the diiGFerence of the /bilt and wha( 
rampant crops of oats, and excellent vegetables are pro- 
duced } and here they have groves of (allow^ and ofier, 
which thrive in the greateft vigour^ and the rude wicker 
work made of them, and brought • down to the fairs^ 
returns no incooilderable ihare of the rent* On Dujpta^ 
noun hill there is an oak fcrub; the; inhabitants do not 
remember the trees to have ftood, bitt every appearance 
}uftifies the remark, that the jToil. is unfavourable t9 
timber, as no where is to be feen a vcftige but of very 
flcoder tcf^es} however, this £hould not difcourage the 
pr<4jirietors from plantings as a little lime would foon 
feuder it favourable for this purfuit, and I think ihoidd 
be commenced wi& in their reclamation, as now beif^ 
(totally devoid of (bade and ihelter, which are fo re- 
quiflte either for grazing or tiJlage hu£bandry, and no 
fituation can be more expofed. 

On the town land of Stramuckle-Roy, on this moun* 
taini is a great bank of the decayed limeftone I have 
alluded to, running along a paltry glen, and expofed> 
wherie the rock is denudated of the foil, by the torrents^ 
which have fwept it away. This has here been put out 
for manure, and, I am informed, had the beft effed, as 
B 2 fix 
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fix fucceffive crops of oats were yielded from one ma- 
nuring, and each was excellent ; however, on attempt- 
ing a feventh, there was a great crop of ftraw, but no 
head to the ftalk ; there is a partial apearance of aerugo 
fpewitig through the land, and below the glen is alfo 
found fome found limeftone. It is to be remarked, that 
die eflFeds of this rotten calcareous bank, on land, will 
not appear until the fecond year after it is put out. Con- 
tiguous to it is yellow ochre in abundance, and about fif- 
teen perches eaftward, is a well, which has a chalybeate 
tafte, and a very clear ftream covered with a ftrong 
fcum of curdled ochre ; it is fignificantly called Drum- 
tubber-buy, which fignifies the high ridge, with the 
yellow fpring. I did not learn, that this well was famous 
for any medicinal virtue^ but a peafant remarked, that 
all that range, which had been cropped and manured 
with the rotten ftone, was overflowed with thefe waters 
the year, in which it only produced ftraw without the head 
of corn. It would be Wbrth enquiring into the nature 
of this water ; the well is furrounded with a wide mo- 
rafs, which in a wet feafon would certainly difcharge a 
great deal of water, and the lands, that are arable, are 
commsuided by it. 

In the town land of Carrigaleigb, on the banks of a 
Ihallow rivulet, is an abundance of iron ochre fpe wing 
through a rock of rotten freeftone and^ partial granite; 
and contiguous to it, are quantities of bitumen, and a 
glutinous earth, highly impregnated with fulphur. 

At 
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At Cavin-more, which fignifies the great height, and, 
as I have faid, is the higheft point of the Sleive-Baught 
mountains, ts an extenfive quarry, which varies in qua- 
lity very materially; the northern iide, and the fummit 
of the hill, is a fofc whitifli.freeftone ; the fouthern fide. 
is red, and very hard grit, clofe in the grain, and thickly 
interfperfed with flint* The ftones here are worth many 
times thofe of the northern iide ; the red ftone lies in a 
deep hole, which only can be quarried in fummer, as, 
at other times of the year, it is full of water : the up- 
per ftratum is brittle and loofe, this the quarrymen 
call kelp. The following is the procefs of raiting the 
ftones i they iirft defcribe a circle, of about fix inches 
greater. circumference than the intended ftone; from 
the outer edge of which, they fink a groove two feet 
deep, and inclining in an oblique diredion towards the 
centre ; next, they infert fifty-two large irott wedges 
in this groove, ftriking them with fledges in the like 
floping inclination, which force up the ftone : if it rifes 
convex, ib much the better, and it is drefled for a bed 
ftone, and reduced to a proper fize ; if it is of a coni^ 
cave inclination, it will make a runner ; but if its con^* 
cavity is confiderable, it is caft. The freeftone, or 
northern fide is very eafily worked, and will foon wafte 
away. They drefs them to the dimenfion^ of five feet 
diameter, ten inches thick at the outer rim, to fixt^eo 
in the crown; die coft of the flint-ftones at the quarry, 
is feven guineas per pair ; the foft grit is four guineas i 
tbey will be fent any where within the county for one 

and 
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and one half gninea more. A very narrow road is made 
for rolling them down the hill, and it is done expedi- 
tioufly, by placing the ftones on an edge, and putting a 
handfpike through the eye of each, thus forming, a fort 
of axletree and wheels : this axle is keyed at either end, 
and by ropes around it, which men hold behind, they 
prevent it from running down too faft, or leaving its 
track, till it gets ofF the mountain. There is a good de* 
mand for thefe ftones, and always from ten to twenty pair 
ready drefled. The quarry is rented for ten guineas 
annqally, and the proprietor refides near Tidavnet vil- 
lage, where he has always a number of thefe ftones 
ready for fale. 

At the northern fide, and juft below the rock, is a 
pretty confiderable and very deep lake, with no apparent 
way for its wat^r to pafsofF; it is always moreor kfs tur* 
bulent, and has a dry and wide ftrand around it. From 
the fummit of Cairn-more, is commanded an extenfive 
profped, comprifing the whole of this county ; parts of 
Armagh, Fermanagh, Cavan, Leitrim, Down, Tyrone, 
Louth, and Meath, can be eafily diftinguilhed. Lough 
Erne, and its beautiful adjacent iflands, are in full view, 
and feveral lefler lakes are at no great diftance ; the 
land around it lies well for improvement, and immedi* 
ately here is the only part of the Sleive-Baugbt moun- 
tains, which is capable of ornamental improvements* 
The limeftone quarry I have fpoken of, as adjacent to 
Cairn-more^ would not only furnifli the real valuable 
matter to reclaim thefe lands, but the glen, formed by 

the 
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the ftream, rolling over the craggy rock, is piaurefque, 
and would highly contribute to the beauties of a de- 
mefne. As this glen deepens in the defcent, the hanks 
are covered with a thick fcrub, and form a (belter; 
^here, the grateful foil yields trefoil, clover, ftrawberries, 
rofes, and wild flowers, naturally, and ferves to (hew to 
how great profit it might be turned by a little induftry. 

Kiiockotally town-land is a bare and barren "wafte, 
where there is a great quantity of freeftone ; it is manu- 
faftured here for the various purpofes of building, and 
fent from hence and laid down at eight- pence per foot, to 
the low lands, or rather the inlands, as the adjacent coun- 
try is completely a valley between Sleive-Baught and 
Creive mountains ; the latter, though nothing like fo ex^ 
tenfivc a range, is certainly the higher land, and objeds. 
beyond Cairn-more are fcen from its fummit, about 
fifteen miles diftant. 

That part of the Sleive-Baught mountains, which 
yields county cefs, is divided into twenty-nine bars or 
divifions ; i|s proportion is but 40/. annually, and prin-* 
cipally is on the eftate of Lord Maffareene, but was fct 
in perpetuity about forty years ago, to fcveral pro- 
prietors ^ it has indications of both coal and iron mineSf 
and the manner of thefe tenures is rather an hindrance 
to the dilcovery of mines, as the tenants have no intereft 
in looking for them, as, by their Icafes, they Could no| 
fliaie fuch benefit, it being referved to the landlord) and 
his non refidence is another obftacle to their difcloTure* 
The opinion that freeftone only is the indication of coal 

mine. 
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mine, is erroneous, as coals appear in this diftriS, where 
limcftone abounds ; and, in the marble quarry at Glen- 
non, in the barony of Trough, which is all limeftone, 
are large blocks of coal frequently found. In this moun- 
tain appearances of coal are feen alfo in a fandy (oil, 
through which are large particles of flint, and fometimes 
coal fmut is found adhering to a kind of petrifaflion, 
being impregnated with ligneous particles, leaves, infeds, 
&c.; and the grit-ftones are apparently highly impreg- 
nated with fulphur, and full of black inky ftains. The 
foil of thefe bars is ftifF and argillaceous, and of a white 
colour, unfavourable to grafs. On fome parts of thefe 
mountains are ktn no fmall appearances of a quondam 
volcano, calcined fubftances, fulphur, and abundance of 
cinders: the combuftible matter may have been ex^ 
haufted here, and may, perhaps, account for its ceafing 
to burn. Marie is alfo found in ftone, as well as in 
clay, and, when pounded, will efFervefce with acids, yet 
will withftand the powers of the furnace, and, I am told, 
will even refift burning glafles, although ctyftal free<* 
ftone> and even granite, are by fire Tendered vitrifiable, 
and thus devoid of all qualities, but gravity and (hape; 
yet this calcareous matter will not yield at all to it ; 
neither is it reducible to any other property but as a 
manure, though flint, which is fo much harder, pafles 
to potter's earth, by bemg exppfed to the air. 

On thefe hills hornftone is partially found, and they 
alfo abound with potter's clay. There is a very fine kind 
of this mineral not far from Cain* More, which is of fo 

great 
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great value, that two fmall kifhes of it, which are carried 
on a horfe's back, are often fold at the potteries at Dun- 
dalk for from los. to 151.; this makes the niceft glazed 
thin ware, and, no doubt, is of greater value than the 
proprietor is aware of; furely, if fo valuable at Dundalk, 
would it not be confiderably more fo at home, if a pot-* 
tery was eftabli(bed here ; and the bank, in which it is 
Found, abounds with coarfer clays, fit for ev6ry branch 
of that manu&durie. 

* If roads were made through this mountain, and more 
cabins built, it would tend to the inclofure of land, whicb 
would be the firft ftep, not only for reclaiming it, but to- 
wards the difcovery of riches, whicb it furely poflelles, 
and then manufaSories would foon be eftablifhed^'as the 
way would be made for conveying ofF the commodity. 

A great diftridt of the county of Monaghan lies ia 
the valley between thefe mountains and Creive, whicbj 
I have fliewn, is certainly the higheft ground. 

Not Jong fince, the Creive mountain was an unre- 
claimed wafte, and had nothing to recommend it, or 
to promife a reward to induftry, but the lake on its fum- 
mit, which has been moft judicioufly turned to the bed: 
poffible advantage, in fupplying the numerous bleach- 
mills with water for their machinery, and will be parti- 
cularly fpoken of juft now. 

But to return to the natural hiftory of this mountain, 
we find it abounds with lead ore of the richeft quality ; 
near . to Aughnamullen church are mines of this metal, 
on the church lands of Tamla, the property of ■ 

Johnfon, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

Johnfon, Efq. on which was ereSed a ftnelting-mill, and 
it is more than forty years paft fince the works were 
carried on with fpirit ; about fix years ago, they were 
again dabbled in, and money was made, but for want of 
capital, this very profitable bufinefs has been negleSed. 
On the town lands of Curraghbrack, the eftate of 
Mefirs. Sloane and Bellingham, a lead mine was worked 
about fifty years ago. The miners found a vein, or rather 
pieces of the ore with angular points, of about one 
hundred weight each ; thefe were carried to New- 
lown^Hamilton, and there fmelted. Their firft attempt 
having been fo fuccefsful, they (hewed the true fpirit of 
the Iriihman in (acrificing to Bacchus the whole of their 
profits, which in a very few days returned forty pounds 
clear for the labour of fix men, and, in their inebriation^ 
they were guilty of fome excefles, that obliged them to 
leave the country, and the.purfuit was not fince re* 
fumed. In the Dublin Society's mufeum, are famples of 
both thefe mines, which I colle£ted on the fpot. 

The mountain of Creive is about fix miles fquare, 
and the water from it flows towards the (ea in two 
oppofite dire&ions ; one ftream flows towards Dundalk, 
on the eafterly fide, and the other towards BallyQiannon 
on the weft* 

The ftone here is of a very hard quality, neither 

limeftone nor freeftone, but what is caJIed here a whin- 

ftone ; its colour is that between a blue and dark green; 

it is excellent for building, as it never fweats, and is fo 

"^ > durable. 
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durable. There is no appearance of iron or of coal 
throughout the hill. 

The lake, which is caUed Lough Eagtfli, covers about 
fifty acres, is very deep, and is principally fupplied from 
fprings ; it is alfo fed in winter with the (how, which 
falls from two high hills, that flank it eafl: a^d weft : this , 
refervoir lies high above the bieach*>mills, fourteen of 
which are worked by theftream, and the tail-race of one 
mill is the head of the next below' it, which are all in 
clofe neighbourhood ; the mills lying the higheft have 
the preference, and bleach the linens the beft and 
whiteft, having the clcareft water. This lake is under 
the care of a waterman, who is employed for this pur- 
pofe, at the joint expence of all the bleachers, and is 
obliged to pay particular attention to the head, and to 
regulate the pafs by a wooden conduit, through which 
the water flows, which is fecured by a head ftock, and 
frame built over the pipe, and by means of a windlaft 
and iron wheel, worked by the hand, he can draw the 
ftopple fo as to admit any quantity of water neceflary for 
the work. By the hufbanding of the water in the main 
refervoir, which is the lake, they have always a fufli- 
ciency of water ; and in the remarkably dry fummer of 
1800, they had no lackage. By adhering to rules, 
which they found neceflia^y to adopt, in keeping the wa- 
ter to a certain head, the proprietors beneath it feel now 
no inconvenience, when, before the prefent regulations 
were attended to, it was a matter of perpetual care, and 
the ftate of this lake was daily enquired into with as 

much 
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much anxiety as the natives of Egypt would enquire of 
the Nile. 

Mr. John Jackfon, who relidcs here, and whofc. mills 
have the firft command of the water, has a moft capital 
concern, and expended feveral thoufand pounds in 
building his extenfive works, befides a very handfome 
dwelling houfe, with all fuitable offices, and has re- 
claimed much of the land at a great expence. Indeed^ 
were it not for the convenience of the manufaftories, 
the land here would not be worth the great coft of re- 
claiming, being rocky^ and but a poor, gravelly, and 
gritty foil. 

About twenty years ago, this mountain was fubjcS to 
great hfiifts and fogs, which have of latter years gra- 
dually dlTappeared. Thefe fogs would probably continue 
ten or twelve days together, infomuch that a web could 
not be dried on their lofts, and now fc^rce one day ar- 
rives to interrupt them. The draining of the extenfive 
bogs, which has very much taken place in their vicinity, 
may account in part for the great change in the atmof- 
phcre, but I conceive the principal caufe is the extraor- 
dinary population here, which, with the neceflary fuel 
required for the manufaAories, occafions fo great a con- 
fumption of that rarefying matter, by which means 
the air is thus cleared ; and, as a proof of this, where 
the bleak uninhabited bog lies below, thofe mifts will 
remain ftationary for feveral days together, as it ufed to 
be the cafe at Crcive before the manufaftories were 

there 
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there eftablifhed. The received opinion, that the drain- 
ing of the bogs is the (ble caufe of the removal of thefe. 
mifts, is evidently erroneous, as none of. the lands above, 
thefe manufaftories are yet drained^ and, neverthdeft^ 
the mifts have difappeared ; and it (hoald be remem- 
bered, that thefe are the higheft lands in die country* 
The non^putrefcent quality of bog alfo militates againft 
that argument, and is a fufficLent reafon, why population^ 
is fo very great in their vicinity. Every inch of Creivc, 
from Lough Eiagiih downwards, towards Monaghan, is. 
now reclaimed, and an average rent of no lef» than fif- 
teen ihillings per acre paid for it, which is a vei^ high 
rent for mountain, where it was taken in its unreclaimed 
ftate ; it would not be at all worth any fuch fum, but 
that its value is enhanced by its manufactories. 

An idea may be formed of the quantity of turf con- 
fumed, which is their only fuel ; when eaCh of the pro- 
prietors in the moimtain have from fixty to one hundred 
perfons employed three months in every year in then: 
turbaries, and the great demand for this labour obliges 
them to retard the increafing of their work. 

On Creive is alfo a capital (late quarry i fome houfes 
have been covered from thence for forty years paft, and 
not one flate yet difturbed ; they are in general raifed 
very heavy; by this means ftronger timber is required 
in the roof, but the flates are not fo liable to fufier in- 
jury from the fun or the weather. A farhple of this 
flate is alfo in the Dublin Society houfe. 

This 
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This hill, and the Sleive-Baugbt, are only deferving 
the jiame of mountains in Monaghan, but, from the ir« 
regularity of the furface aloaoft throughout, it cannot 
he called either a flat or plain country. 

Camden relates, that, on thefe mountains, oathe bor • 
ders of the county, were difcovered four teeth of an ex* 
traordinary fize; two of them were in weight two 
pounds three quarters each, and two fix ounces eacJi. 
Upon comparing them with the like teeth, which have 
been found in En^and, the Royal Society were clearly 
of 0[Mnion, that they could be no other than the teeth, of 
an elephant. 

WOODS. 

That this country was once under foreft, is evident 
from the great trunks of folid timber yet found in every 
p^t of the bogs, which are of uncommon flze^ and 
prove how favourable to the growth of timber that foil 
particularly is ; the uplands, however, have not any vef- 
tige q{ ancient foreft, and, although they were till lately 
well wooded, yet all thofe trees, and alfo thefe, which 
yet ftand, are known to have been planted within the 
two laft generations. 

. The afh wood at Glaflough, which covers about one 
hundred acres^ is, I fuppofe, the fineft timber in Ireland^ 
and is eftimated as worth one thouiand pounds per acre. 
This feems an extraordinary valuation indeed, but it 

wiU 
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will be found not fo unreafonaUe, when it is viewed ; for 
I do not hefitate to aflert, that it would fell for every 
ihilling of that fum, were there the advantage of water 
carriage, which is very diftant. In this country the 
timber would bring no fuch money, where a(h is not 
valued at above two fhillings per foot; neverthelefs, on 
even this valuation, at the rate of the country, the pro- 
prietor was offered fix thoufand guineas for one thoufand 
trees, which he refufed to take. " Thefe woods I cer- 
tainly would rate as the moft valuable in the county, 
though they are by no means the moft extenftve. 

Dawfon Grove demefne has by far the moft coniider- 
able quantity of timber, and comes neareft to the pre- 
eminent application of foreft, which will in its place be 
particularly fpoken of. Caftleblaney demefne has alfo a 
tolerable appearance of wood, and all the improved de- 
mefnes throughout the county are well planted with 
young timber, which will foon make a fine (hew: 
amohgft thefe, Ankettle's Grove will undoubtedly take 
the lead, as the proprietor has for fome years indefati- 
gably and fuccefsfully purfued this very laudable im- 
provement, 

fiOG AND MOOR. 

Monaghan has an extenfive fupply of bog for her 
manufacture, and will furnifli fuel enough for centuries 5 
and without the leaft caufe of alarm on this account, as 

I have 
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I have heard ftated, the proprietors may undertake the. 
reclamation of their moors^ 

The moors here are the moft valuable I have feen^ hav- j 
ing a thick fuperficial ftratum of the red bog, which fur* 
niihes fo valuable a manure in its a(hes s they are rather 
ill . fupplied with limeftone-gravel, or calcareous clays, 
but yet they have vexy deep clays, which I have feen to 
produce nearly as good an eiFe£l as gravel. Thefe 
moors lie in the beft diredion for draining, having an 
excellent foil ; but the proprietors of this valuable foil 
feem totally ignorant of their wealth, and, except the 
improvements in this ufeful branch of huibandry, de- 
ferving particular notice, the great and general traft of . 
moor through the county is totally negleded, and fcarce 
any profit reaped from it, except one-fourth of the year 
it may be occupied by young ftore cattle. 

It is fincerely to be hoped, that the finely reclaimed 
moors at Glaflough, which in three years time pay a profit 
after every expence, and have reftored a trad of country 
now well worth five pounds per acre, and before never 
yielded fix pence, will have the demonftrative efFe£l with 
other proprietors, who feem ignorant of the great capa- 
bilities, which this foil pofTefTes. But the firft proce($ 
of reclaiming moor, is obvioufly by draining ; and here 
I ihould do injuftice to the extraordinary exertions of 
my friend Thomas Brunker, Efq. if I (hould withhold 
that tribute of acknowledgment, which is due to him by 
every lover of invprovement. This gentleman has ac» 
tually gained a trad of land, confifting, as I am told, 

of 
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of one.thoufand acres, by a work of Herculean labour, 
the cutting great drains, which, if in a right line, would 
extend for feveral miles : in one of thefe he had €0 en- 
counter a hill of nearly feventy feet in height from its 
bade, and of a very confiderable length, which he at 
length effeded. This one drain coft about five hundred 
pounds, but it could not be avoided, as this was the 
only fall for the main drain, into which all the others 
flow, and, thus, the immenfe (bore of the numerous 
lakes, that lay in this diftri£^ was gained, fome of which 
lands now fet for thirty (hillings per acre. Nor was 
Mr. Brunker the only proprietor benefited by his exer- 
tions ; the more confiderable part of this reclaimed land 
was enjoyed by others, and it is no (mail refie£tion on 
thofe, who have never (ince paid their proportions of the 
expence, although they have had fuch fubftantial benefit* 
When an individual undertakes fuch a fpirited work, he 
is entitled to every encouragement, if not a national 
reward. Humphrey Evatt, Efq. of Mount Louife, has 
alfo reclaimed a confiderable tra£t of moor, which he 
has capitally drained. If thefe enquiries (hall not tend 
to the propofed advantage, it muft certainly be attri- 
buted to the want of ability in the compiler; for he very 
gratefully acknowledges the, effectual and excellent in-* 
formation he received from thefe two latter gentlemen, 
to whom he is particularly obliged for their kind and 
warm affiibince in this , puifuit, as well as for their very 
friendly and polite attention. 

VOL* III. c I would 
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I would beg leave to recommend to thfe prbj)rietors 
of thefe moors^ to commence thetr reclamation with vc^ 
getable crops, and to take a fucceflion of them for three 
years at leaft, before they lay them down with grafs- 
fceds. I fpeak from experience, and I affert, they will 
otherwife foon return to their natural coarfe and aqueous 
herbage. 'Draining is by all means theleading ftep, but 
there is a danger in over-draining, and the wife improver 
will, if it is poflible, in the planning of his drains, re- 
ferve the commahd of a head of water, and he may at all 
times have the benefit of irrigation, the extraordinary 
efFe£ls of which will be (hewn. After draining, the 
next ftep fliould be to burn the furface, and then to 
cover it well with a good ftratum of clay, which Ihould 
be ploughed int6 the foil, and a crop of turnips, cab- 
bage, rape, or potatoes fown. After the crop is taken 
oifF, the land fliould be ploughed, and receive another 
ftratum of clay, or gravel, in preference, if it be conve- 
niently had, and a fecond vegetable crop fown, and a 
third in like manner, only changing the laft manure for 
lime, after which, the land (hould be fown with grafs- 
feed, and laid down without a crop: after the fir/l crop 
of grafs it has yielded, it fliould by all means have a top- 
dreffing ; this may be confidered -expenfive, but it will 
%e found^ to be ultimately the cheapeft mode^ as, after 
this procefs> the land will not require to be broken up, 
^nd will yield the choiceft: hetbage; and it fliould be 
remembered, that thefe vegetable crops, which it will 
"yield in the proccfs, wIU certainly pay the coft of claying 

at 
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at each time, fo that, granting it were ten jears inftead 
iof three in coming round, ^ each yearns cpop pays tl^ 
cxpence of the tillage, and ultimately the proprietor 
gsiins a tra^ of land, made worth .fie^veral. pounds pe^ 
annum, that was not. before of any value. 

After marking out the uaSt of moor to be improved, 
it Aould be inclofed by a double ditch ; this makes an 
efFe&ual drain, and gives the intermediate baok as <an 
excellent fpot for planting trees ; and, being fecurely 
defended from cattle, (hade and flielter is thus acquired^ 
which is no inconfiderable benefit to j^riculture, ^ well 
as to grazing hufhandry. 



SfCT. 5. Aftnerals* 

Are lead, antimony, manganefe, mica, limeftone, 
marble, coal, iron-ftone, foap-ftone, hone-ftone, free- 
flone, ochre, marie, fuller's earth, potter's^clay and 
brick-day, of the fineft' quality, and in the greateft 
abundance. 

Although Monaghan has not one confiderable 
river, yet ft is well watered with numerous lakes ; the 
Blackwater bounds it on the Tyrone fide, and the great 

%, a lakes 
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lakes, which divide the demefnes of Dawfon-grove and 
Bellamont Foreft) are a}fo the bounds of this county 
and that of Cavan on the fouth-weft divifion. This 
county has no navigation, yet poffefies every requifitei 
tbe line from G>otehill (which town is on the borders) 
to Belturbet and Bally(hannon, would be rendered navi- 
gable at a very fmall expence; but I fliall have bccafion 
to fpeak very particularly of this navigable line, in 
my Report of the county of Cavan, to which it will 
more properly belong, as interfering the whole line of 
that county. In confining myfelf to this Abje£): in 
Monaghan, I fhall only obferve, that the advantages of 
that navigation to Ballyfliannon, were it adopted, would 
be incalculable to this diftri6l. 

But a canal, of the firft importance to this country in 
genera], is pradlicable, and could be attained at a very 
moderate expence, which would make a dire£t connexion 
between the two great waters of Lough Neagh and 
Lough Erne ; thus eftablifliing a navigable communic^* 
tipo between the eaftern and weftern quarters of Ulfter, 
and opening a line between the Irifh Sea and the Atlan- 
tic Ocean. 

This could be effefied by means of the river Finn, 
which flows in the i^eftern part of this county, and dif- 
charges its waters into Lough Erne; and, if from thence 
a cut-was made to the Blackwater river, which courfes 
near Caledon on the eaftern bounds, and fo flows into 
J^ough Neagh, the object would .diredUy be obtained* 
'".•" • ^- ^In 
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In making this propofed cut die fiiounit level, thedif- 
tance now is only fourteen miles from one river to tbe^ 
ojLheT) whicb^ of courfe, would be the length of the new. 
line. The elevation of the fummit l^vel above ihofe 
two great waters is very inconfiderable, as may be feen 
by following the ftreams, which flow from each fide of it, 
and, I conceive, would be immediately on that line of the 
new road from Monaghan to Roflea, in the town-land 
of AughnamuUa, and parifh of Drumfnat. The river 
Finn is at prefent navigable from Lough Erne, fo high 
up as Cumber bridge, in this county, within one mile 
of Clones, and might, at a trifling expence, be made 
navigable fomc miles higher up, to the point of jundion 
with the propofed cut. At prefent, there is a canal from 
Lough Neagh to Blackwater town, in the county of 
Armagh, on which there is a confiderable trade. The 
expence of deepening the Caledon river, from the point 
of juu£lion with the propofed cutj would be of little 
account. 

This canal would pafs through the richeft, moft fer- 
tile, and beft cultivated parts of the county of Mo- 
naghan, convenient to the towns of Monaghan and Clo- 
nes, and would thus, for a trifling expence (confidering 
the obje£l), open a navigable and dired communication, 
as I (aid before, between the eaflern and weftern parts of 
the province. If lakes can be depended on for the fup- 
ply of the fummit level, there are feveral very extenfive 
ones above it, which could eafily be diverted into this 
line. 

In 
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In this county there are no Icfs than one hundred sitfd 
elghty-faur lakes^ thrrcy of which ftre confiderahle iheets 
of water j they wlU hfe remarked where they apply Yiiorc 
particularly in tht Baronial fiirVey. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IL 



STATE OF PROPERTY. 



EJiates and Tenures, 

IN Monaghan the rent-rolls of large eftates will be 
found from near 20,000/. to looo/. per annum> and a 
very confiderable part is held in grants from 20/. to 
500/. per annum. 

The large eftates are in no inftancc refided on by the 
immediate proprietors, but the leiTer ones are almoft 
uniformly otherwife, and are held in grants from the 
crown, fince the Scotch colony were introduced here; 
and alfo a confiderable fliare of thefe lands were gifts to 
Cromwell's foldiers, many of whofe pofteritjr now enjoy 
fo fmall a tradit, as does not yield above 26/. annual in- 
come. Few of the farms in the larger eftates are fet in 
perpetuity, and the more general term is twenty- one 
years and a life, or three lives. Alienation is neither 
oppofed nor permitted, generally fpeaking ; nor is it a 
matter of that material confequence^ where leafed farms 

arc 
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are under the average of ten acres through the county. 
I fuppofe, taking the large farms in Monaghan, they 
would not average twenty-five acres ; nor would the 
fmall ones, which are far more numerous, average fix 
acres ; fo that ten may be the mean rate of the whole 
county. The great obje£t of the occupiers in general 
is the linen manufadure ; they do not look to agricul- 
ture, as returning i more than is neceflTary for home con- 
fumption ; for the corn of Monaghan is by no means 
fufficient for the fupp)y pf its inhabitants, and great 
quantities are annually imported, infomuch, that they 
would be drained of their money, but for the fteady re- 
turn by their manufadlure. Where alienation is per- 
mitted in an unreftrided fenfe in tillage counties, it is 
certainly a grievance to the landlord, as his land is 
exhaufted by repeated croppings, which the occupy- 
ing tenant is obliged to ftrain every nerve to raife ; as 
his rent is far above the value, many middle men in- 
. tcrv^ne, each of whom has, of courfe, a profit. Be- 
fides, as a man of capital, or one, who knows the value 
of his money, will not embark in fo ruinous a trade, it 
happens, that it is the poor peafants only, or crafty 
knaves^ that will take the lands, for which they will 
promife s^i exorbitant rent : this rent muft be firft made, 
before it is paid, suid when the ground has been forced, 
and its very vitals torn up, fo as to ceafe to yield more 
^ crops, it is abandoned by this needy adventurer, and the 
original proj)rietor obliged to eje£l, and at length re- 

poiTeiles 
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po<&fles his groundy now exhaufted^and bis rent perhaps 
unpaid. 

I have heard it aflerted, that this^daufe of non-aliena* 
tion is illegal, which I am not able to contradid i but I 
hope> if fuch is the cafe, that the necefficy for giving the 
proprietor the power of enforcing it will be leen bjr the 
legiflatore $ for I really conceive it the very prime bar 
i0 improvement, and the furtherance oif agriculture; . it 
has been, in my opinion, tbecaufeof the extravagant 
rife of every produce of hufbandry, upon which trade 
and every thing eKe depend ; and I am clear, that land- 
lords would find it more to their advantage, to reduce 
their rents to a reafonable value, which, I believe, will 
be found at prefent full twenty per cent, too high, than 
to permit this gradual and alarming increafe, which the 
non-reftridion of, in any fenfe at prefent, feems as a 
tacit encouragement for the continuation of the traffick, 
infomuch, that no fpeculation has as yet overihot it, and 
which, I fear, the confequences of, will ultimately be* of 
no lefs moment, than a national bankruptcy. 

As exuberances perifh by a too rapid growth, fo will 
this folly meet its downfall, by its own extravagance: 
the additional taxes, which have been laid on, are very 
fevere thefe twenty years paft, and they are appreciated 
commenfurate to the ability of the country, or the price 
of its commodities. We feldom find thefe impofitions 
reduced, and, when land falls, as muft juft now take 
place, and matters return to their own level, hovir much 
more burthenfome will be the weight of taxes? This 

will 
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will ultimately fail on the landlord, and his dear bought 
experience will then ihew bioi his error, when it is too 
late. 

Alienation is the great fource, from whence this mif* 
thief flows ; fpeculation and adventure will be found to 
be tbe charaderifiic of the Irifli peafant, as well as of 
the man of capital ; and, as the predominant pafions of 
liuman nature feldom know due bounds, it (hould be 
the care of thofe intrufted with the affairs of the nation, 
to enaft wholefome laws, able to meet this evil, and 
apply a vigour commenfurate to its negleA, and the ne- 
ceffity for its corre^ion. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER irL 



BUILDINGS. 



TH£_building;s ,of this, county are not magnigccnt, 
and n)ay Uc rather Ayled good family houfes, as will be 
particularly noted. 

The farm hpufes are rather better than in Lcinfter^ 
with fuitable offices, but yet thefe are enjoyed more as 
demesnes, and reiided on by the proprietors, and cannot 
be fairly rafted as £arm hou£bs; and, if confidered as the 
tats of fhe gentry, they cannot have a report much 
above mediocriter. 

The houfes of the third clafs, or manufaiEturers, are 
warm, and of tolerably comfortable appearance i but the 
poorer clafs of all, who are the journeymen weavers, and 
fuch as inhabit the environs of the towns and villages, 
are wretchedly bad indeed. 

This farmer, if fo we may call him, for many of them 
are not without a portion of gafden, pays /or this hovel, 
and bog leave, together with a rood of ground, two 
guineas per annum, and works at taflc-work, or for daily 
pay at his loom (according to agreement), for his land- 
lord, who probably holds from five to ten acres, and, in 

proportion 
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proportion to the fize of this farm, he employs more or 
lefs of thefe journeymen ; as it muft be underftood, that 
every farmer, poiTeffing ever (o little land, is engaged in 
the linen manufa&ure. This defcription of tenure is 
called a dry cot-take , fuch is the name for it in this 
country* 

Another defcription of tenure is yet between thefe two 
defcribed, the occupier of which is alfo a journeyman 
weaver, who, with the foregoing privileges, has alfo the 
grafs of a cow in winter, for which he pays an additional 
guinea, but finds his own 'hay, and his cow's grafs in 
fummer; this is called a wet cot- take, and ftill is held 
under the farmer : no leafe is ever made of thefe, but 
held from year to year, juft as the employer and his 
journeyman agree together. This tenure cannot be 
ftyled as an alienation, as nothing is raifcd from the 
ground for market, neither has the proprietor any in-^ 
tereft in it. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV. 



MODE OF OCCUPATION. 



Sect, i . Size of Farms and Chara£ier rf Farmers* 

I Have already ftated, that fj^rms in general, or on an 
average, contain about ten acres^ and very little produce, 
of courfe, comes to market, except of potatoes or flax, 
all of which crops, that are required, are grown in the 
county. The mountains only are divided into extenfive 
walks, and thefe are fo poor and wafte, as cannot yet 
be taken into account ; very little proportion of pafture 
is under dairy, and the feeding grounds are mofl:ly con-^ 
fined to the centre of the county : fome of thefe are 
excellent, and I (hall now defcribe thofe I think of the 
beft kind, as it takes in one continued view of Jfine 
country, which ftretches in a partial direftion for a 
great extent, far beyond our bounds; that, in which 
we are immediately concerned, extends from the bor- 
ders of the county, between Cavan and Fermanagh, by 
Hilton demefne, through the parifli of Clones, Killevan, 
Drumfnat, lower part of Tidavnet, tCilmone, Mo- 
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naghan, and Tyhallen, bounded on the north by the 
Sleive Baught mountain, on the fouth by the high 
grounds, which extend from the county of Cavan, from 
the neighbourhood of Newblifs, Rockcorry, Ballibay, 
Clontibritt, and Caftleblaney, until they are joined by 
the Fews mountains in the county of Armagh. The 
rich vein includes the following denominations; the 
demefne of Hilton, Gortgrannagb, BaUynure, Sh». 
coagh. Church-lands, Newblifs village, Aghabog, 
Smithfborough village, Brandrum, Ballileck, Roflhiore 
park, the parks around the town of Monaghan, Befs* 
mount, Falkland, Caftlefliane, and Middleton, with 
the intermediate town lands ; thefe are interfperfed with 
beautiful lakes and ftreams> which give the farmer liU 
the advantages of water, and a proportionate and not 
too great a quantity of bog. Thefe lands are equal to 
any branch of hufbandry, and in richnefs and luxuriance 
may vie with fome of the beft improved lands in Ire- 
land. 

Farmers have little traffic in that capacity, and, of 
courfe, the integrity of their charaAers does not come 
much under inveftigatioo. I (hall only obferve, that a 
very unfair and ridiculous cuftom prevails,Vhicfa it is in 
the power of the farmer to avail himfelf of, that js, in the 
fale of potatoes, which is neither appreciated by weight, 
nor meafure, but by the (iick, in a bulk price; in this 
ca&i it is prefumed, the feller knows what his fack will 
contain, and may.impofe on the unwary purcbafer, Who 
cannot have the fiime advantage, and pofibly may buy 

at 
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at ilouble the price of the article ; this is very repre<- 
henfible, and ought not to be fuffered in a public 
market; 

In the various branches of the tiUage of dieir little 
crops, they are induftriousi and the more coofiderablt 
labour is the work of their own hands, every .crop hav* 
ing the fpade and (hovel in one or more of its ftages^ 
and Come have ncT plough at all ; but it will bt juft now 
Ihewn, how flovenly and indifferent they are in dietr 
ditching, and how little or no regard is at all paid to 
planting quicks, which are fcarcely feen in this county, 
but in demefne lands, or in the parks immediately ad^ 
joining the towns and villages. 

Sect. 2. Rent. 

Rent has always been paid in fpecie, fmce the an- 
ceftors of the prefent occupiers firft took pofleilion of 
this country, and which is ftill continued ; this wife re- 
gulation is the prefent main fupport of the ftaple manu- 
fa£lure of the nation, for which nothing but gold is re- 
ceived, from its importation in the feed,, till it leaves the 
^ country in it^ finiflied ftate. The rents of the great trads 
^of land, that arc enjoyed by non-refidcnt proprietors, 
caufe k great circulation of fpecie, and I have heard it 
Complained, that the receivers to thefe eftates realize *a 
great deal of money by the rate of exchange, or the 
^difcount between ^gold and bank notes, which is feldom 
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]«ft than two and an half per cent. -, but admitting they 
are enriched by this means, whoarethofe that are impo- 
veriflied ? It is not the tenant^ for where is there one, 
who is not engaged in manufa£lure, for which he re- 
ceives, gold, and will take no other payment ? Then, 
why not pay his rent in what he receives ? By hisobfti- 
nacy in refufing to take bank notes, if it is reprehen- 
fible, which, I hope, I may not be underftood to (ug- 
geft, he depreciates paper money, then why ihould he 
make a monopoly of its benefits ? The landlord cannot 
complain, as he is paid fatisfadorily, and the agent runs 
the rilque of bills remitted ; and a ftill better argument 
for its propriety and good effects, is, that nearly one per 
cent, is faved to the trader, who would be otherwife 
obliged to get them fpecie from Dublin or other mar- 
kets, the difference of coft being fo much on commiffion, 
^ poftage, rifque, and other contingencies. It muft be ob- 
vious, that as long as the manufaflurer iniifts on cafli 
for his goods, fo long ought he be obliged to pay his 
rent in gold. 

The fuperabundance, or the profit netted, between the 
expences of their maintenance, and the return of their 
manufa^ures, is very confiderable, as has been exem- 
plified in the emigratipn of fo many weavers from this 
country, tbefe two laft years, for America, all of whom 
went full handed ; for allowing, that but five in family 
accompanied each weaver, it is known, their terms of 
paflfage were fix guineas per head, round, for which 
they bad (hip's, provifions ; thus, each family muft have 
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paid thirty guineas, in fpecie, for their paflage; and 
bow much more muft they have had, to afFord fo much 
for paflage only ? It is very remarkable, that they did 
not take out cloth, as was ufual in their adventure^ but 
gold only. It is fuppofed not lefs than one thoufand fa- 
milies left the northern parts of Ireland this year $ al- 
lowing but four in family, the paflage money of each 
' htnily will amount to twenty-four guineas, or in toto, 
to 24,000 ; add to this, the fums which each may be 
rated to pofiefs, and the tot becomes very alarming, and 
tiie bad confequences may be incalculable* 

In how many inftances is the enterprizing fpirit ot 
this nation proved, and how many emigrants are there, 
who after having gone to America, on the like fpecula-^ 
tion, have returned home worfe' than they fet out, 
which, doubtlefs, will be the cafe with many of thefe, 
too credulous adventurers, after their money is exhauft- 
cd, and fo much loft to the nation. The wife laws, 
which the legiflature have enaded, to counterafl this 
evil, have been too leniently difpenfed with ; whatever 
tends to forward the common-weal, can never be 
deemed tyrannical, and for the fake of thofe miftaken 
individuals, as well as for the national intereft, they 
fliould be ftri£Uy enforced, as the whim for emigration 
has already had alarming confequences, and at prefent 
feems to know no bounds. 

The beggarly fyftem of extorting duties from tenants 

is fo ihamefully reprehenfible, in this enlightened age, 

that it is furprifing to fee fuch claufes ftill infifted on in 

VOL, III. j> Icafes 
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leafes. It is not on fuch paltry confiderations, tbt mca 
of rank and fortune fliould hold' tbeir fuperiority* and 
if fuch pitiful dues are beneath them to accept, as 
poultry, eggs, &c. then why infert them in their leafes>. 
which have no meaning, but may be productive of th« 
worft and moft tyrannical confequences to the tenattt,^ 
if a receipt is not regularly pafled for bis duties as well 
as his rent, becaufe a penal fum is always infertcd, to 
be recovered in like manner as rent, if the duties ibould 
not be paid. 

This is the nK>ft difgracefol veftigeof the feudal fyf* 
tern, and, I hope, has nothing to be advanced in plea 
of its continuance* 



Sbct. 3. Tstbih 



' It is with reludance I enter on this fubjed, as being 
only a recapitulation of grievances, which there feems. 
little chance of being meliorated s and it is very ex* 
traordinary, when the principle itfelf is not confideredl 
the hardfliip, but the impofitidns in the mode of col- 
lecting the tax, that the legiflature will not iaterpofe 
its authority by making fuch emendations in this laWf 
as will be confonant to juftice, and give general latis- 
ifidioa. I cannot agree in the hacknied phrafe of the 
hardihip of tidies in M^ for, ^ land is purchafed, or 
rented, liable to this impofition, is not the amount of 

it 
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it toh6 calculated before rent is offered ? and thus it is 
the landlord, and not the tenant, wbo is the original 
fufierer. In fome parts of this county, it it a matter of 
complaint, that the tillage fields (hould be titheable, 
which the poor man cultivates for his fupport, and the 
rich graft demefnes,vbe the quantity ever fo great, only 
pay fixpence annually for their meadow; this appears 
a mofiftrous inequality without being inveftigated ; but 
who is the fufferer? why, the landlord all the whiles 
it is his tillage fields which pay the tithe, and his rents 
are depreciated by this tax : for where is the farm, tithe 
free, that ivould not bring,, at leaft, doable the value of 
what it may be afleflfed to, if it were not liable to this 
tax ? I do not wifli it ibould be underftood that I am 
an advocate for this impofition; I only argue, that in 
itt principle, it bears on the proprietor of the lafnd, and 
not on the tenant; in the mode of ks coHe^lion it op^' 
prefifes the poor man moft grievoufly, and there are fe- 
vcral inflances of the tithe of a pariQ:i being divided into 
three parts, and each fet to a difierent prodor, that it 
might come the better within their grafp. 
If a modus was eftabliflied >between the incumbent 
and the occupier, which might be done by mutual con* 
fent, without any recourfe to law, and thefe middle men 
or proSors difcontinued, then, 1 am convinced, that 
tbe clergymen would be better paid, and the difcontent 
removed ; or, if an acreable tax was laid on, and col«- 
\e&ed by the high conftable, it couM be prc^sortionad to 
the value of the incumbency ; if by this means it (hould 
D 2 he 
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be confidered, that the clergymsui would be cutout from 
the advantage of the rife of the times, let him have the 
fame benefit as a proprietor in the fetting of his land) 
and let this tenure be terniinable and fubjed to a revi- 
fion every ten or twenty years -, this, I think, would 
anfwer every objedion. The cruelty and favage op- 
, preffion of leaning on the ignorant peafant, as prodors 
too generally do, ought to be inveftigated; thefe 
wretches have not ability to conteft the matter, and 
thus are vi£kims at the mercy of thofe rapacious plun- 
derers. 

Or if it were the opinion of the legiflature, that the 
tax ought to be entirely got clear of, furely a very ob- 
vious mode is prefented in the fale of the tithes and 
church lands. Thefe would be readily purchafed by 
the landed proprietors, as removing an impofition, which 
reduces the value of their grounds, and by this means 
a fund would be eftablifhed for the msuntenance of the 
clergy, the intercft of which would be more than fuf- 
ficient to pay the annual prefent dues ; and the iredun- 
dancy might be appropriated to increafe the falary of the 
curate, which is confefiedly inadequate to his mainte- 
nance. Thus, thofe obftacles would be removed, which 
at prefent are the greateft bars to the improvement of 
agriculture; content would be reftored, and every fair 
play allowed to a grateful foil, which, from the. prefent 
mifhianagement, and impolitic grievances that afFe£i: it, 
yields not one half the produce, for which it has ample 

capabilities. 
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capabilities, and proves the immeafe lotSy that annually 
occurs to the nation. 

Sect* 4. Eftdblljhment for the Poor^ 

The alarming fcarcity of the years 1800 and i8oi| 
has Qxtym the neceffity of forming an eftabliOiment 
for the poor; and already have the inhabitants here 
badged the poor of each parifli, and have come to the 
refolution of only contributing to the paupers of their 
refpeftive pariflies ; this neceflarily has provided a fub- 
fifience for thefe unfortunate people, whofe wages are by 
BO means equal to the exorbitant coft of provifions for a 
iamilyf but it ftill (hews the neceifity of an eftablifh- 
ment, as the poor of a very indigent parifh would in this 
cafe ftarve, if the regulation was rigidly adhered to; for 
then they would not be relieved out of their parifli, 
which might be unequal to the talk, by reafon of its 
own poverty. 

I (hall therefore propofe a fcheme for this purpo(e« 
following the Dublin Society's fuggeftion, in inferting 
Mr. Pew*s advice on the poor rates of England, which 
I have alfo done in the other counties I have had the 
honor to infpe£i ; and, from this propofed fcheme, fpme 
valuable hints may be adopted, for the foundation of a 
parochial eftablilhment, which may poffibly avert the 
burthen of legsd poor rates, as there may yet a neceffity 
. occur for their eftablilbment, if prior and wife voluntary 
> regulations 
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regulations Aali not have taken place. I (hall only re* 
mark, that, in fo populous a county, a very fmall fub* 
fcrfption, from each individual, would be fufEcient to 
anfwer every emergency. 



Heads of Mr. Pew*s twenty minutes advice on the 

POOR LAWS. • 

^^ ift. That a proper officer be appointed for fuch ex- 
tent of diftridl as he may be fuppofed conveniently to 
fuperintend, to take a lift of the names and places of 
abode, of all males ^bove the age of eighteen, and of all 
females above the age of feventeen years^ in the fame 
manner as the lift is made out for the militia. 

<* 2d. That every fuch male pay two-pence per week, 
and every fuch female three farthings or one penny per 
week, in the hands of the above officer, for the pur- 
pofes hereafter to be fpecified. 

<< 3d. That the above officer (hall be empowered to 
furRi{ti employment for all fuch as are willing to work, 
and who cannot find it for themfeiveSi. 

<< Whether this officer fliould be chofen annually in 
rotation, after the manner of an overfeer, or whether 
he (hould be a permanent officer, upon an adequi^ 
falary, will be matter of future confideratton $ biit, if the 
latter, he fliould be paid by the communkyi and not out 
of the fund. i 

« 4*. 
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'< 4th. Ail the poor being thus Cure of e/nplojrmenty 
the matter or miftrefs, for whom they work, fliould be 
juftified in retaining thefe fums refpedlively out of their 
wages ; and, whether they do fo or not, they fliould (i(^ 
default of the individual) be anfwerable to the officer for 
its payment ; all matters and mittrefles of families fliould 
in like manner be anfwerable for their fervants; and ali 
keepers of lodging houfes, &c. for their inmates. 

«* 5th. Thefe fiims fliould be carried weekly to the 
general treafurer of the divijion^ who fliould give fuffi- 
cient fecurity for the fame. 

<' 6th. Out of this fund, every male, who is really in- 
capable of labour, fliould (by virtue of a certificate from 
the above officer) have A right to dbmavd from the 
treafurer five fliilling^ per week for the firft fix months, 
fliould his illne(s laft fo loiig, and four fliillings per week 
after that period, until he again becomes capable of 
labour* 

<« Every female fliould have a right to demand 
2/« 6d. per week for the firft fix months^ and after* 
wards ax. per week, until flie was again able to work % 
flie fliould be entitled to four weeks full pay at every 
lying-in* 

« Every male above the age of fixty-five years, whe«- 
ther capable of labour or not, fliould be entitled to 4x» 
per week during life. Every female fliould, after the 
fiune age, be entitled to receive 2i. per week during 
life. 

«7th* 
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^ 7th. Any perfon having three children under nine 
years of age, fhould. be entitled to is. f>d. per week, 
until the eldeft fhould have attained the age of nine 
years ; and if he has more than three under that age, 
he ihould be entitled to ix. 6i. per week for each, above 
that number ; and, if any one or more of his children 
fhould happen to be idiotick, infane, or otherwife fo far 
di&bled, either in body or mind, as to be utterly inca- 
pable of labour, each of them fhould be confldered as 
under the age of nine years, and paid for accordingly. 

<< If a mother fhould be left a widow, with three 
children under nine years of age, fhe fhould be entitled 
to receive 51.; if with two children, 3/.; and if with 
one child, \s. 6d. per week; if with more than three 
under that age, i j. for each above that number : it being 
admitted, that all her time is taken up by three, and al- , 
lowance made for it, but that fhe is incapable of looking 
after and taking care of a greater number. The wives 
of men ferving in the militia, and in the army or navy, 
(hould, during the abfence of their hufbands, be con- 
fldered and provided for in all refpe£b as widows. 

*< If a child fhould be left an orphan under nine years 
of age, 2x. per week fhall be allowed from the fund for 
its maintenance; if more than one of the fame family, 
ij. 6i. per week for each, above that number. As 
there is probably no lefs friendfhip amongfl the lower 
than amongfl the higher orders of fociety, it would 
generally happen, that fome friend or relation of the 
dcccafed would gladly take charge of the childrent 

provided 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE COUNTY OF MONAGHAN. si 

provided they could do fo without efiential lofs to them* 
felves: this regulation would eiFednally prevent that 
lofs; and, to compen&te in fome degree, for ,the want of 
parental affeSion, 6d. per week more is allowed for the 
maintenance of an orphan, 4)r a family of orphans, than 
for a child, or femily of children, who ftill retain their 
mother. If, however, any beings fhould be fb uncom- 
monly unfortunate as not to be thus adopted, the officer 
above mentioned (bould b^ obliged to provide a recep- 
tacle for them, which he will always be able to do for 
the fum or fums above mentioned. 

^< 8th« All children above nine years of age, if in 
health, fhould, if they have no parents, or their parents 
are not able to provide for them, be put out after the 
manner of parifb apprentices. 

<< 9th. All perfons negleding or refiifing to pay their 
contribution, ihou}d be commixed to hard labour, in 
the houfe of corredion, for the fpace of 

<< loth. If the fund (hould any time fall fhort of die 
neceflary demands upon it, the deficiency fhould be made 
up by a parifh rate, coUeded in the fame manner as at 
prefent, but without any fenfe of obligation on the part 
of the multitude, (for there would be no poor) who 
fhould in all cafes receive their relief in the natorb 
of a demand* 

<< nth. If the fund (as mofl probably would happen) 

fhould increafe beyond the necefTary demands upon it, 

the furplus fhould on no account be diverted to any 

^ other purpofe, than the benefit of the fubfcribers. But 

when 
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wlwfi the price of grain exceeded diat, which brings it 
cafily within the reach of the multitude, every peribni 
who had three children or more-- under nine years- erf 
age, (bould have a right to demand fuch a fnoi, in pro* 
portion to the number of his family, as would reduce die 
various neeeflariea of life (taking wheat at aftandard) to 
a moderate prices and indeed, I think, in all cafes^ when 
the price of grain exceeds that proportion, at which the 
induftrious labourer can afford to come to muicet, finind 
policy, as well as common humanity, requires that all 
large families (hould be entitled to receive fuch a fum as 
above fpecified, although it (hould be neceflary to coUed 
a rate for the purpofe.'' 

This fyftem certainly wouU not apply in every in« 
ftance to Ireland; the rate would certainly be near one 
half too high, and it would require feveral material 
idterations. The wives and children of militia men are 
already provided for by afi: of parliament; but an ex^ 
cellent eftabliihment for the poor might be iFormed from 
iho beads of thefe ruled ; and if fuch a modification waa 
adopted) and the example fet by the prx)prietor of a large 
f ftate, making it a binding claufe on the refidehts on his 
lands to obfervo certain rules, the bappieft confequencea 
would doubtlefs be the lefult^ and would foon be gene- 
rally followed. 



SiCT. 
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Sect. 5. Liafis. 

Thb term of leafes generally is bt lires^ or one life, 
that a freehold (hould be eftabliibed ; the period of yean 
ieldom exceeds tiirenty*one« Quit and crown rent al- 
ways M on the landlord; all other taxes madcy or to be 
«ude, .the tenant is liable to. 

, THE FOLLOWING ARE THE USUAL CLAUSES IN 
LEA9ES. 

I ft. A referve to the proprietor and his affignees, of 
all manner of game^ and other royalties^ mines and mine- 
rals, as coals, quarries of marble and ftone, freeftone, 
limeftone, and flate } fprings, waters, water-courfes, tur- 
baries, and all timber, whether over or under ground. 

2d. Covenant to do fuit and fervice at manor courr> 
and to grind corn at manor mill. 

3d. To join with neighbouring tenants to make fuffi* 
cient fences. 

'4tb. To make new ditches, and plant trees and 
quicks. 

5th« To permit landlord to fearch for mines. 

6th. Not to alienate or mortgage, under penalty of 
double rent. 

7dL 
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7th. To oblige tenant to reftore to the premifes all 
dung made thereon, under penalty of 10^. per car-load 
carried off. 

8th. Not to pare or burn the land. ' TJfis is fikbm 
enforcid, 

9th. Not to break up more than a certain portion of 
land for laft three years of leafe. 

lOth. To exhibit and prove lives in leafes, to exift at 
ftated periods, once every three years, together with the 
ufual claufes, that are in all leafes, binding on the part of 
both landlord and tenant. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 



IMPLEMENTS. 



UNTIL within thele few years, there was not one 
improved implement of hufbandry in the.county, and 
but very few at this day. The Scotch ploughs are, 
coming into good repute, and, in the reclaiming of 
moor, will be found very proper ; their coft, 4/. fter- 
ling, full mounted. The farms being fo fmall, wheel 
cars are little required. Dung and manure of all kinds 
are carried in bafkets, flung acrofs a horfe's .back, 
and are called bardocks, and a conftderabla quantity is 
carried in a bafket on a hand-barrow : there is no county, 
where there is more manual labour. The car, which 
they ufe for carrying dung, has no wheels, but confifts 
of two long (hafts, the ends of which are <hod .with a 
plate of iron, and are drawn on the ground like a fledge : 
about half way up, thofe fliafts are connected by three or 
foul* bars, morticed through ; and on this ftage, a baficet 
or bardock is placed, in which the manure is carried. 
This is a very cheap implement, and cofts but fix fhiU 
lings; the timber of it will be furniflied for three fliil- 
lings, the iron plates and making for three more. This 

car 
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car i» neceflary in wet grounds, where wheels would fink, 
and cut the ground -, it was for this purpofe it was in- 
vented. The common Irilh harrow, confifting' of 
twenty-one pins, is the only one in ufe, and is worked 
by one horfe. The fpade has two foot-fteps, and differs 
from the Engliih garden fpade, inafmuch, as it is hollow, 
and the centre is filled with timber, which the handle is 
reduced to fit, in a floping form : this cofts four ihil- 
lings, with handle. 

The fltovel and pitchfork are the fame as feeti through 
the kingdom: coft of die iormer, mounted, ax. ifd*^ 
latter, u. jld. The plough, more generally ufed in this 
country, » worked by three hories, which are yoked 
after the following manner. 



Let the right line ABC reprefent the fwindle-tree, 
to which the long chain is yoked, from four feet and a 
half to five feet long, three inches broad, and two thick : 
the uAial iron hooks and rings, here called cut weddys, 
are fixed to each end ; the intermediate fpace is next 
divided into three equal divifions; at one end (A) ia 
fixed the tree for two horfes i at one-third of the length 
of the beam from the point (A} is fixed the chain (B), 

by 
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by which the beam is attached to the plough ; at the end 
(C) the remaining two-thirds of the length of the beam, 
diftant from the chain (B), is fixed the one horfe tree; 
the. weight or draft is thus exadly divided amongft the 
three horfes. Let the beam (AC) reprefent the Roman 
balance, fufpended by, and turning on its axis on the 
chain (B); the arm (B C) being twice the length of 
the arm (A B), it follows, by the known rules of that 
power, that it will require twice the weight at the point 
(A^, to a& a$ a counterpoiie to a given weight at the 
point (C) ; or, in other words, two horfet puUiiig from 
Ae point (A), will be no more than a match (or coun^ 
tenNuTe) for one horfe at the point (C). This ploughs* 
draft hts its advantages i when land is to be worked^ 
too ftrong for two horfes, and yet not requiring foufy 
there is an evident ikving: the greateft fiiult appear^ 
that the fingle horfe is always walking on the plottghed 
ground $ a ferious bbjeftion for a fttd ploi^Ung, in 
either a wet foil or feafon. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 



INCLOSING, FENCES, &C. 

THROUGH the far greater part of this county, the 
fences ai:e in a wretched date, and almoft a wide ex- 
tended common in the winter feafon. In the barony of 
Cremourne there is fcarcely ever a year's ditch made, 
and no appearance of quicking at all ; the only fence it 
a fmall mound of earth thrown up, which appears to be 
more a temporary mark of the boundaries of farms, 
than an zStusl fence. 

As to ftone walls, they have no fuch improvement; 
there is not a demefiie in the county which is thus in- . 
clofed. 

In the barony of Monaghan thfiy now pay attention 

to this very neceflary branch in hufbandry, of good 

fences, and have planted in their ditches a very tolerable 

allowance of quicks. The expence of making the ditch 

feven feet deep, and fix feet wide at top, reducing to 

two at bottom, is ix. yid, per running perch. Quicks 

are fold for 41. j^ the thoufand, fo that the quantum 

neceflary for a perch, at four inches afunder, will amount 

to three-pence; and the full coft of ditching and 

quicking will be is. lOid. per perch. 

There 
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There is ^fo an inclination (hewn for planting trees 
on the tops of the ditches ; it would be well to confine 
thefe to the reclaimed moors, where a double ditch could 
be afforded for their prefervation : the fence requires to 
be very good, to proteA them fo many years from cat- 
tle, in thefe expofed fituations, and here they have not 
the beft materials. 



FARM YARDS. 

At Glaflough is an excellent inclofed farm-yard, and, 
with the propofed additions, will be a.mbft complete one 
indeed, and on a very large fcale* 

The bairn fliould be always floored with thnber, and, 
if poiSble, built fo, as to leave an office underneath ; 
this particularly fecures it from vermin, which is a mat- 
ter of the firft confequence; and, if the lofs to the 
farmer was expofed, through the miftake of the old con- 
ftrudion of barns, it would ihew the neceffity for pay- 
ing the utmoft attention to this office. 



IIMB-KIIKS. 

Where the manure of lime has fuch powerful effefts 
as in this country, and where the limeftone is fo very 
Icarce, it is a matter of moment to ere£l the. kiln on an 

vot. III. £ economical 
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economical fehemc. Th^ annexed plan is the moft 
^ncukra aiul beft aypFOVfd* an^ its conftrvdion is by no 

ROADS. 

Coniidering the materials for makfng roads are not 
of the beft, as limeftone and gravel are not abundant, the 
roads of Monaghan are i|i pre^y gofKl repair. 

The following may be the average of cefs laid on the 
difFerent baronies, for the making of new roads, repairs. 



Cremourne, 


£f>so 


Partrjsy, 


560 - 


¥^m^y% 


r ^OQ 


l^l^m^w% 


- ^79 


TTo^g^l, 


- 4Q^ 




;^.3^9oo m roads. 



And about 1,150/. is laid on the county at large for 
bridges, and all contingencies, making altogether, on an 
average, about 4,230/, Iq cpofid^ing the county cefs, 
a very obvious error exifts, of obliging the parifli, where 
an ofFence has been committed, (fuch as burning, rob- 
bery, &c.) to make good the damage. Quaere, would it 
not rather tend to the difcovery of the offender, and be 
more confonant to juftice, if the parifli ihould be 

exonerated 
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IMPROVED LIME KILN, 

INVENTED BY 

THOMAS JAMES RAWSON, ESQ^ 
OF CARDINGTON, 

IN THE 

COUNTY OF KILDARE. 
To face page 66 — County of Monaghan Survey, 




A lime-kiln fhould be made as high as the fituatioo of the 
ground will admit ; 20 feet is better than 1 69 30 better than 
20. The fides fhould be perpendicular. The annexed view- 
is for 20 feet high ; the proportions fhould vary with the 
height. At bottom a metal plate with holes, (hould be placed 
fix inches above the lower party to admit air> and for the 
fhovel to run on in drawing. 

The drawing part fhould be fix feet ; width, 8 feet ; per- 
pendicular fides, 14 feet ; on the head a cap is placed, formed 
like an extinguifher, brought to a hole at top of i 2 inches 
diameter ; in the fide of the cap an iron door, with a latch is 
placed, to admit the charging the kiln, and to be kept clofe 
fhut. A kiln built on this plan will burn 9 barrels of lime 
for each of culm, and any fized ftones may be tlirown in. 
Two adive labourers muft attend it. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF TH£ COUMTir OF MONAOHAN. S) 

|pe exonerated of the entire burtbcii^ when they difeo* 
vered the perpetrator of the mifchief^ and only be ceflei 
in a rateable proportion widi the county at larger on 
m^ch this fine ou^t more properly be impoliBd. 

The general allowance for new roada is fitxn 
eight to ten ihillings per perch, and two to five 
ihillii^ for repairing old roads, according to the 
ftate they are in, but diere is not a turnpike road through 
the county. They repair die roads widi a flaty ftone, 
which is broken with fledges, and fooa becomes pulve- 
Rzed ; in general, they want good materials. 

TASK WORK. 

Mowing is undertaken by taft work» at from three 
(hillings to five fluUings per «cre; threihiog wheat, 
thirteen pence, and oafs feven pence per barrel ; tusf 
cutting and rearii^, when the bank is the eanidoyer's, 
will amouht to about three pence per ftatute ktlh. 

Reaping is agreed for by daily hire, for which dicre is 
no regular modusi, but according to die demand for la- 
bour, in Which diet is moft commeidy included, but in 
hStj few farmers have any great occaiion for laboureiiSj 
if there are two men or grown boys in a family : they 
leave the loom for a fhort period, in the bufy time of the , 
year, and can eafily accomplifh all the work of their 
very limited plots. The gendemen farmers are thofe 
who employ labourers conftandy, and the cottiers, 
B 2 who 
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who are not Numerous, are generally equal to their 
bufinefs. 

Now that the reclaiming of moor is begun to be pur- 
fued, and the value of this important improvement un* 
derftood, we may expefi to fee more hands employed, 
and a better attention to hufbandry in every branch. 

Handicrafts of every defcription^ in country bufinefs, 
will earn about twoihillings and two pence per day; I 
do not include weavers. The linen maniifadlure, which 
is the mod fteady purfuit of this county, and their 
grand dependence, will be treated of minutely and fepa- 
rately, when we come to confider the head of political 
economy. I (hall now give a defcription of the flate of 
each barony) in which many of thofe heads already 
touched on will be more particularly confidered, and 
enbu-ged on. In tfaefe baronial reports, the detail, as 
fiiggefted by the DubUn Society' in the abftrad, as in- 
ferted in the pre&ce, will be individually enquired 
into, and by this means, in the revifal of thofe reports, 
the gentlemen of the county, to whom they will be fub- 
mitted, will have the beft opportunity of pointing out 
where they are inefficient, and by adding their opinions, 
a more perfed ftatement can be jgiven in the next edi- 
tion of the work. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIL 



BARONY OF CREMOURNE. 



SECT. I. 



IN this barony the ihode of culture is generally with 
a plough of three horfes abreaft, which, though it ap« 
pears a very awkward draft, yet on examination will 
be found to be correA and fsdrly proportioned^ as is ex« 
plained in the fifth chapter. 
, They firft plough the ley for potatoes, 'mark out the 
trenches, and harrow lengthways ; the fuccec^'ng <^f op 
13 flax, of which they fow four bulhels to the acre ; 
this is valued at from twelve pounds to •twenty pounds, 
when ftanding ; next follows oats, and then they cafluer 
fallow the ground for reft, which, being naturally in- 
clined to grafs, will affift the pafturage of their cows. 
The average produce of the acre of potatoes, forty, 
•barrels of twenty-eight ftone p^r barbell oa^s eight tq 
tpn barreU, of fourteen ftonc, 

Thi 
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The extent of the tillage may be averaged by ftating 
the appropriation of a fiirm of ten acres, and five acres, 
as follow :— 



Ten Acre Famu 

Acre. 
Potatoes it 

Flax i 

Oats 4 

Meadow 
Pafture 2 

Houfe, garden, yard, &c«. 

Acres lo 



^ 



thue Acre Farm* 



Acre. 

I 



Potatoes 

Flax 

Pafture 

Oats 

Houfe, garden, yard, &c. i 






Acres 5 



Flax always follows potatoes, and generally the re- 
mainder of potatoe land is occupied with a patch of 
clover, and barley ; the fmall farmers are feldom with- 
out a little clover ; and they find the beft account in 
this wholefome herbage fop their cows; when grain is 
ibid it is generally in the fheaf, and ieldom comes to 
market. Caftleblaney is the market town, but except* 
ing the webs fold there, it would not be worth attend- 
ing. The implements of hufbandry are only^ a very 
badly conftnided plough, flngle harrow, fpade of the 
ft&ion defcribed, coomion to the county, in the fifth 
chapter, an* fhovel, fork, and flail. The country 
not being at sA occupied in feeding iheep or fkt cattfe, 
Ibey have never yet cultivated any green fbod for winter 
fiipply ; but they are not ftrangers to the value of the 
tops of furze and whins, whicfi are an excellent and 
ftrong food, very greedily eaten by horfes^ they arc 

firfl 
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Arft pat ill a ftone troogh, ani chopped or pottnded wlA 
a wooden fledgey and are very juky. Laifd will at e^ 
rage^ in this barony, froni iift^n to twenty (billingi 
per acre. 

CHOICE OF QROfSi 

Nothing can ht inor6 injudieioits^ than to itdp (M 
ground fucceifively with ftrong corn crops ; or indeed 
to give two corn crops without an intermediate green 
crop, where it can be made ufe of; but granting, that 
there is little occaficn!! for a vegetable crop, as in this 
country is the cafe, in the prefent mode of farming, 
care (bould be had not to crop the ground with a fiic- 
ceffion of ftrong grain. Why are oats and barley fow- 
ed after wheat ? but becaufe the foil has yielded all the 
}aices, which were fitted for this ftrong corn in one 
crop f and what remain are proper for the v^etation 
Df lighter grain, as barley or oats* Vegetable crops 
diiFer from corn^ as they enrich^ rather than exhauft, 
revigorate, rather than hurt the foil, and it iseafily 
accounted for), for the roots of fuch crops are grofler 
and longer than thpfe of corn, and divide the ibil, whiUl 
^fe of corn clofe and cement it, fliutting it up from the 
power of the atmofpheve ; the two crops are ferved by 
principles diaoftetf ically oppofite, as heat and droqght, 
which fcrvecwn, ml\f if carried to a great degree, de* 
ftroy and kiU potatoes of other green crops: the po- 
tatoes 
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tatoe, or that pait^ which is concealed in the groundiy 
draws its nutriment from the moifture of the atmo- 
fphere, and imbibes it downward through the fuccu^ 
lent ftalk, whereas the corn draws its vegetaticMi from 
heat, firft inhaling on the fuperficial root, and (hooting 
upwards ; it is very evident, this is dm&ly oppof^' W 
the potatoe, which is injured when the tube of its ftalk 
is deftroyed by the heat, for which reafon, we fhould 
prefer moift gcound for potatoes, and the reverfe for 
com. 



Sect, 2. Pajiure. 

The grafs of this diftrift is light and fpiry, fcarcely 
equal to fat cows to three and an half cwt. on the ave- 
rage return of the whole. The pafture is always either 
rufhy or fpritty; the difference between thefe two kinds 
of coarfe herbagej is, that fprit grafs has a hollow tube, 
and is more proper fdr mechanical ufes, as making of 
mats for various purpofes, being very tough, and rufbes 
are filled with a folid pith, which is brittle when dried, 
but fcarcely any nutriment for cattle is in either. The 
black cattle are of a poor ftunted breed, wild and 
coarfe, and they are ufually bought when yearlings, or 
iat two years old; theii' price from thirty (hillings to 
five guineas : they are generally fent firft to mountain 
farms, which rate at from three (hillings to eight (biU 
lings per acre, and fold out in fpringers> at from feven 

guineas 
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guineas to eight guineas ; in fix months the coft of 
grazing may be about one third of the profit, but the 
net profit, after all expences, will average thirty {hil- 
lings per head. I never faw fuch ill proportioned or 
misfliapen bulls, which, until they are exchanged for a 
better kind, there can be no chance of improving the 
breed. 

There are no (heep fed in this barony, nor does the 
foil feem at all calculated for them. 

They only houfe milch cows in the winter, or very 
weak fpringers ; the cattle being without a good paf« 
ture, or (belter, have great difadvantages to encounter, 
and require much care in fevere weather. Excepting 
the plot of clover, and a little rye grafs, they fow no 
other artificial herbage ; butter is fold in fmall parcels^ 
in Caftle Blaney, frpm five pounds to fifty pounds 
weight, at about eight pence halfpenny, average price, 
per pound ; thcfe go from hence to Newry, where they 
are tubbed for the provlfion trade, but they never make 
cheefe, though the foil is not unfavourable to dairy; 
the very limited fize of their farms prevents their breed- 
ing any horfes in this diftrid, and they are generally 
bought at fairs in the county of Cavan. 

At Caftle Blaney, is an inconfiderable tan yard, which 
has fome little trade in hides, but of wool or tallow they 
have no kind of manufacture at home, nor does their 
country fupply any of thefe commodities. 

The meadows are always light, and the hay is gene- 
rally fold in cocks, in the field, which ^re fraudulently 

made 
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I made up, when intended for fale ; cne of the&^ cocks 
will contain about twelve cwt of hay, though thejr ftp^ 
pear to have nearer twenty cwt.; the value is generdly 
about twenty-five (hillings per cock, fold in- the field; 
when hay i$ fold in fpring, it is weighed out, and fome- 
times,* in a fcarce feafon, will rate fo high as from five 
to fix pounds per ton. 

LUCERNE. 

The great excellence in this grafs, is the quantity of 
juice and moifture, which it contains, in fo much that 
the greateft drought and hotteft fummer does not afFeft 
it, when all other grafles (even clover) are burnt up, 
and withered ; it choaks all weeds and other grafles, that 
are widiin its reach, except rye grafs, and clover, which 
are found very beneficial with it ; the quantity of green 
fodder, which it yields, is confiderable, and it gives a 
very fine hay ; it grows from two to three feet high, 
when in its prime, but where it is thinly (battered, it 
exceeds that height. It is frequently cut three or four 
times in one year ; one acre of this grafs will feed four 
cows and two horfes, in the fummer ; it requires to be 
both hand and horfe hoed, and is fowed in drills about 
two feet afunder ; when tranfplanted, it is generally at 
the fame difiance ; its growth is very rapid, being fre- 
quently cut thrice for hay in the months of July and 
Augufl, and will yield about diree and an half tons to 
the Iri(h acre. It agrees on a loam or gravelly foil; it 

only 
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OF THE COUNtt OF MOMAGHAN. is 

Mljr reqvtres to be known amongik us to be III gna^ 
eftimation ; without experience^ we can bave tittlle idea 
III itsvalMei 



Sect. 3. Farms* 



AjkM let out ffom twenty to five acres, but the 
gefiecal fize may be ab«it ten acres } the pea&nta 
here arc all linen weavers, yet poorer than thofe isi 
other parts, and are rather more ei»gi|ged in bulbaQ^ 
than where they are wealthier^ this Aews that the 
»aiii piirfuit of this county fliotild be mamilaAuref for 
which if is fo extremely wdl adapted in e^try refped. 

Every farmer bere has from one to mo horfiss, and 
the fame namber of cows are proportioned to the fise 
of theit fermst and they genersdly hold land enough to 
bjftiy them with milk, meal and poUtoesr; what re« 
dundaocy of oacs they may have, along with their ibmu 
nu&dore^ wiU pay dieur rent; the remainder of the 
form is generally (et in 6ot>take» to joumeymeir, as be* 
£9ffe dcfcribed) and this ia a profitaUo way of managiiic 
their fpare plots. 

The tenant is oUiged to keep his houfe in repair, but 
in general diey aie wretchedly mean^ and very badly 
covered, yet i am uAi conflderably bettered widiin the 
laft ten years; fiko tenure is heU by leafe^ for three 
lives or thirty-one years. Tenants pay every tax but 

quit 
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quit and crown rent The church rates amount to 
abou$ fix pence per acre. 

There is no fuch thing as a large tillage farm ; the 
fences are extremely bad ; the ditches are bald and the 
worft conilruded that can be ; not a quickfet hedge for 
many miles around ; and, excepting in the demefne of 
Caftle Blaney, there is not the lead appearance of 
timber of any kind in this part of the country. In 
winter, this whole diftriiSt: is one great common^ for 
there ,is not the leaft attention paid to ditching, but 
when the feed is in the ground, and then fo poor a 
fence is thrown up, that it furely falls before winter. 

This foil is very favourable to the growth of quicks, 
and leaves no excufe for this intolerable negleSt ; where 
fuch fmall farms are held, furely they might be more 
eafily,kept neat, and drefled. Thefe lands are very wet 
and fpongy, yet they do not attempt to drain them* 

Lime beft agrees with the foil, when applied hot 
from the kiln ; thdy manure for potatoes with bog ftuff 
mixed with lime and dung; limeftone is not to be had 
in the neighbourhood, and from the more general parts 
of the barony is fix miles diftant, and in fome places 
not lefs than from ten to twelve, nor have they any lime- 
ftone gravel, or gravel of any kind, which after drain- 
ing would fo capitally agree with this foil. The lime- 
ftone from the neighbourhood of Carrickmacrofs] is 
preferable, and is had both in block, and in quarry; the 
latter is thp beft and moft cafily caferncd. 

WATERING 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE COVrtn OF MONAGHAN. 77 



WATERING CROPS. 

How little do we attend to the watering of our crops, 
which could be eiFe£ted with fo trifling an expence ? > In 
corn crops, one or two waterings will be fufficient, in 
an early ftage, if the feafon has been dry, and will force 
them very early and abundant ; but in the Culture of 
potatoes, in a dry fummer, it is indubitably neceflary. I 
(aw, laft year, an high upland^ light gravelly foil, which 
was watered in dry weather, once a fortnight, for about 
fix (hillings per acre expence, and this was continued 
for (ix weeks, which increafed the cod of the croff 
eighteen (hillings per acre; but the produce was infi- 
nitely the heft in the county, when land, much better 
calculated for potatoes^ did not yield a crop worth dig- 
ging, although it had been highly dunged ; how well 
the expence was repaid, the reader may judge hy the 
produce of this crop, which returned an hundred and 
forty barrels to the acre ; in the moft favoured feafon, 
that townland never was known to produce half that 
quantity, though richly manured ; irrigation on meadow 
land is well known to exceed any furface dreffin'g, 
that has yet been tried, beildes being the cheapeft pro- 
cefs, that could be applied/ 

Where water cannot be turned over the furface at 
pleafure, it is done by a cafk flung, horizontally, be- 
tween two fteady horfes, with a narow trough under 
the cock-end ; this trough is pierced with holes, and 

the 
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the water is difcbarged diredly over the drill or ridge^ 
(b that none goes to wafte. 

6BVSRAL SUBJECTS. 

This diftrid bears its proportion of the great popular 
lion of the county, but At people are aH in the fmall 
manu&dluring bufinefr. Scarcely a cabin is to be feen 
without a loom or two^ and many of the occupiers rent 
Ae cabin and the looms from the mailer weaver, who 
iwly may be faid to be above want. The journeyman 
muft be an expert trad^an» if he can earn i8d. per 
day, "vriien the trade is not very briik ; but thefe wages 
were fuOy fufficient to die fuppty of his (iunily, prior to 
the two late years of fcarcity. The women fpin all the 
yarn, and arc extremely induftrious ; many of them will 
earn 6d, per day : the children are alfo emj^yed, and 
wiO earn from %d. to 4J. per day, fo that the more nu«> 
neroQS Ae family is, the better diey can aflbrd to live, 
and their tinited induftry often makes a daily return <rf 
5 J. or 6x. per day in one boufe. 

In this neighbourhood, they never hvt die feed of 
dieir flax, but buy all, which is imported from America 
. or U<^and i the latter is by fer the beft. They fow die 
feed in the latter end of April, and pull the flax in hap- 
veft. The general |»'ocefs of the whcJe country being 
alike, in the various branches of the linen manufafiure, 
I iiall endeavour to give a very minute defcription of i% 
afKr the baronial fbtement is finiihed. 

Caftle- 
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Caftle-BIaney is no« a fine oew-built towA) the eftate 
of Lord Vifeoufit Bianey. The marketplace is of 
triangular fonn» and a very neat market-houfe has been 
lately built in its centre, on the rife of a hill» and the 
ftreets branch off from each angle. The iituation of 
the market-houfe is very commandings and on high 
ground, overlooking every avenue, that leads to the 
tower, and the fecond ftory contains a fpacipus rooni^ 
Above the roof is a neat belfry, and the whole building 
is well coiiilru£l:ed, and is ornamental* The inn was 
buSt and furniOied at the expence of Lord Blaney,. and 
here the traveller finds moft excellent accommodation^ 
wkicb is by no means equalled in any part of the county. 
There is in this town an excellent brewery, andy as I 
before remarked, but an inconilderable tan-yard« I have 
ffatwn in Sir John Davis's letter, as copied in the intro- 
duiSion, (hsut Sir Edward Blaney, who was governor of 
Mooaghaii, did \n the reign of James I. buiid a caftle 
hercj for a^d in confideration of the grant in fee, of 
two ballibetagbs being made to him by the crown; for 
the town of Monaghan, which ^2$ inland, and then 
ra^d as difiant twenty^fqur miles from Newry, was 
fupplied With provifions from thence ; and, in the con- 
fiaot wars, that ip tbofe tiioes prevailed, it was a matter 
of grwt diftculty to ^anfport the fupplies fafely for fuck 
a lengA of way, There/ore this, caftle was erefted as a 
halUng-^place of &fety fot the royal troops, and for tfaia 
confideratioo. Sir Edward BW»J got the grant of th«; 
fine. eftate# which his pofterity has flnce enjoyed* 

The 
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The dependants and vaflals of their lords naturally re- 
fided under the proteSion of a garrifon, which will be 
found to have been the caufe and origin of the building 
of moft of the villages and towns in Ireland, and here it 
was fo. 

But this town was never of any confequence until a 
linen market was eftablifhed here ; and, from the great 
CAcpuragement given to tenants by the prefent lord, the 
town has been entirely rebuilt with excellent ftone 
houfes, almoft all of them two ftories high, and well 
flated. The town plots are all fct in perpetuity. The 
linen market is held on Wedncfday, and is very well 
fupplied ; the average fale in this market per week, is 
eftimated at 500/. A confiderable quantity of yarn and 
flax is alfo fold here, and the penalties very fevere on 
defaulters in this, and every branch of the linen manu- 
fadure, as will be particularly {hewn. For all thefe 
articles the buyer muft pay in fpecie, as, with the weav- 
ers, nothing elfe is current. In this market no grain is 
cxpofed for fale, nor is there an acre of wheat in the 
whole barony; indeed, in its prefent ftate, nothing could 
be worfe adapted. Oats, as I have faid, is bought in 
(heaf, and but a very trivial portion of this corn, oat- 
meal, and potatoes, is fold by retail ; the average price 
of the former (the two late years excepted) will be about 
121. per cwt, and, of the latter, 2d» per ftone, of which 
they grow a fufEciency for home confumption, the foil 
being very favourable, but, rarely or never, of oats ; the 
fupply of this grain is principally from Louth and 

Longford 
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Longford counties. Barley is but very little cultivated 
in Cremourne; the foil being cdd, wet, and gritty, it 
would not agree with it. The lands are only improve- 
able by lime. The habitations throughout are very 
miferable indeed, and only improyiAg about Caftle- 
Blaney; within doors, they have an appearance of 
comfort, and the exterior nearly approaches to 
neatnefs/ One mile eaftward of Caftlc-Blaney is 
a fmall villagei and^ near to it is Blaney Lodge, 
which is a very neat little farm and cottage, that 
fhews great improvement, and the excellence of lime 
manure. 

CafUefliane is a fmall mean village, iituate eight 
miles diftant, north-weft of Caflle-Blaney, and is 
but three miles from Monagban, where adjoins the 
handfome feat oPMr. Lucas. This gentleman's demefae 
is excellent land, equal to fat cows to fix cwt.; being in 
the heart of that fine vein, which I defcribed as paffing 
through a partial dlftrifi; of Monaghan. Here are fome 
young plantations, and the fences are in excellent order. 
The dreary profpedl of eight miles continuance from 
Caftle-Blaney, on this line of road, without hedge- 
row, tree, or thorn, and a wild, extenfive> uninterrupted 
wafte in the winter feafon, overrun with bog and hills, 
little better than mountain, and the moft perifbed fpongy 
pafture, is agreeably relieved by this demefne, to which 
the furrounding wilds afford a ftriking contraft. 
From hence to Monagban, Hmeftone and gravel is 

vot. III. F found. 
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fcund, amd, in fome places, the land is better managed^ 
and (hews a more grateful foil. 

This barony is well fupplied with turf fuel, which 
can be purchafed in the fummer feafon for about 5^. the 
horfe-load on the bog, and can be made up at one-third 
lefs coft. 

The food of all the peafantry is potatoes and oatmeal ; 
die former diet they prefer, and thofe, who hold land, or 
rather pay more attention to it than to manufefturc, 
(one-fourth of the population not coming under this* 
defcription) are feldom able to afford better than fait with 
their potatoes, and fell their milk to weavers. 
. They are all, however, tolerably fupplied with linen ; 
fhoes and ftockings are worn by all, both male and fe- 
male 3 but their woollen clothes are very bad indeed, 
and dearly had. In the neighbouring towns, the (hops 
are poorly fupplied with coarfe frizes, and narrow ftufK ; 
the general coft of the former 31. and of the latter lod* 
per yard. Rent of cabin, without garden, 20^. per an- 
num, to 30/. Average rent of five acre farm, with 
cottage, 25X. per acre. 

Price of wages, 8^. per day in winter, rod. in fum- 
mer; but there is no conftant labour for cottiers. Oats 
the only grain in Clontibrett parifb, which returns 
tithe, as none others are fown, and the crop is valued 
every year, and rated according to its excellence; if 
valued at ten barrels to the acre, it pays 6s. per acre. 
In the other parifhes, potatoes are alfo titheable, and one 
(hilling is charged for any quantity of meadow, be it 

more 
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more or Icfi ; but wheat and here, if fowed, would be 
liable to tithe^ according to produce or valuation. A 
farmer can rent his tithes from the pro&or during the 
incumbent's tenure, for about 31. an acre^ which fo far 
cftabliflies a modus. 

The beer, that is brewed in Caftle-Blaney, is very 
good, and, fince fpirits have rifen in price, there is a 
great demand for this excellent beverage. The malt 
uled there is had from Newry, or more diftant towns, 
as fo little barley is fown in this country. 

The nature of the foil throughout, is a cold grit, and 
very deep clay, fpongy and ru(hy. The whole face of 
the country is mountainous, and lies bvourably for im- 
provement of planting : the irregularity of the fur^e, 
and the contraft of the lakes, fo well difperfed, would 
affift to. render it a beautiful fcene; but, in the cold 
forbidding view, which is now prefented, this happy 
diverfity, which might be fo confiderably improved, only 
fcrves to tender a contrary effed. Encircled within the 
narrow vale of thefe hills, the hopes of the traveller for 
a more engaging profpefi in the approaching view are 
diiappointed at the long and continued difgufting wafte* 
There are feveral kinds of clay and ochres on thefe 
lands, which only can be well applied to the manu- 
^ure of bricks. Near Caftle-Blaney lead ore has ' 
been found in a very (hallow vein, and alfo coarfe pot- 
ter's clay. Contiguous to the church of Clontibrett, and 
a few perches to the eaftward of it, a lead mine has 
been difcovered, and was worked with poor fpirit by a 
F 2 company. 
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company, who long fince have abandoned it Near 
Caftlefliane was another of like defcription. Various 
coloured ochres, which indicate lead and copper aiines, 
are found in many parts of this barony : in the banks of 
rivulets, antimony has alfo been found* I have fent 
fome fpecimens of thefe minerals to the Dublin Societyy 
and they are to be feen in their mufeum. 

This whole dittr'i&j which extends over a great tnSt 
of country, and into Keady in the county of Armagh, 
abounds with lead ore. At Keady are extenCve mines 
on the eftate of the Earl of Farnham, which would well 
repay the adventurer, if engaged in with fpirit; the ore 
of thefe mines is of the richeft quality. The roads of 
this county, where it adjoins Armagh, are evidently better 
than thofe of that county on the frontier; but the beft 
of them are bad indeed, when compared to the roads io 
the county of Louth. 

The bridges are in miferabie order, though they cro(s 
very narrow ftreams, and would require but a fmall ex- 
pence to be kept in good repair, 

A navigation is determined on, to extend from Caf- 
tleblaney to Dundalk, and will foon be undertaken. 

The lakes of this country abound with huge pike, and 
are free to all fportfmen. 

There are no fchools, excepting the meaneft hedge 
fchools, nor is there any charitable inftitution in the 
barony. 

A confiderable proportion of the* lands is enjoyed by. 
pri)prietors, who, from various circumfiances, and pro* 

feflional 
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ftffional fituationSy cannot refidc at home ; their abfence 
is feverely felt» as they are fo very numerous^ and this 
remark wHl be found to apply through the greater part 
of the county of Monaghan. As populatic^n encreafes, 
(6 does manufii£faire ; they generally keep pace together, 
atid are confpicuoufly eminent in this county. The 
nature of the ibil being fo well calculated for the provi- 
fions raiied here, and alio for the growth of £ax^ toge* 
ther with the abundance of fuel and water, all prove this 
country to be better difpofed for the linen manu&£iure, 
than for hufbandry, or any other purfuit. 

In this barony there is not one bolting-mill, but fe- 
vera! grift^mills, which make oatmeal for the toll. 

The only plantations, that deferve that title, through 
ibis whole diftri£i:, are at Caftle-Blaney demelhe, until 
we approach Mr. Leflie's improvemeots adjoining Bal- 
libay ; nor is there a nucfery of any kind in Cremourne, 
w nearer than at Collon, in the county of Louth : timber 
16 confequently very dear, and not a foot of it for fale 
here. Foreign timber only is ufed, and is had from Dun- 
dalk or Newry. The natural fine falls, that the moors 
of this country poflTefs, are very inviting to draining, 
and, if attempted, would certainly ihew fuch good ef- 
kSts$ as to induce th^ occupier to procure gravel, even 
from' a diflant place, that would foon repay his induftry, 
and is fo particularly well calculated to improve this foil. 

The induftry of the people feems to be confined to 
oianufadure, and little is had from the foil without 

perfevcring labour. 
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The men all fpeak the EngliQi tongue, but the 
women feem rather inclined to the Irifli language* 

The church of Clontibrett flands fix miles north-eaft 
of Caftleblaney, on the high road toMonaghan: the 
fpire is old, and covered with (hingles ; from the fpiral 
fet ofF to the bafe, is a ftone tower ; the ipire is evi- 
dently of much later date than the bafe, yet very rudely 
fini/hed. Here is a glebe of thirty acres, and a par- 
fonage, near to which are the crofs roads, which branch 
to Ballibay and Keady. The clergy of the barony are- 
refident, and are attended by numerous congregations. 

All commodities but liquids are fold by weight, ex- 
cept oatmeal and fait, which are retailed by meafiire. 

The mountain of Grieve, which I have particularly 
fpoken of, is in this barony, and within one mile of 
which is the town of Ballibay, which of late years> 
fince the eftabliihment of its linen market, is greatly 
improved, and feveral new houfes are building, two 
ftories high, and Hated. There is alio a market-houfe, 
and the weekly market is held on Saturdays. The 
amount of webs purchafed here may be about 1,500 A 
per week. 

Before thefe new houfes were erefled, this town muft 
have had a very miferable appearance^ as all the old 
houfes are falling to pieces, and threaten deftrudion to 
pafTengers. In the neighbourhood of this town- are the 
extenlive bleach-greens and mills of Grieve, which will 
be again mentioned, when I come to fpeak more 
minutely of the linen manufafture. The road through 

this 
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this town is in wretched order. Great bogs are inter- 
fperfed on this line, and fuel is fo cheap, as to be 
delivered in Ballibay for 6^J, the horfe-load. A traA 
of bog is already cut out, for the fupply of the bleach* 
mills ; it lies very high, and ranges in a long fiat level, 
comprifing (wo eftates. It has been advanced, that, 
from thefe circumftances, it cannot be reclaimed. 
Would not an a£t of parliament be worthy of confidera- 
tion^^ which {hould oblige the owners of eftates to permit 
CQvered fewers to be made through their grounds, to 
drain the lands above them, on th^ir bein^ reimburfed 
the damage ? 

The bridges, on the line of road from hence to Mo- 
naghan, are in defperate order ; two of them are com- 
pletely dpwn. Some barley is fowed in this diftrift 
The road here is a very long continuation of fteep hills, 
but a new line is laid out, which will remedy this great 
miftake, which is fo confpicuous through all the old 
roads in the county. The foil is of various qualities,^ 
and feems whimfically difpofed; as, in its natural ftate, 
at the angle of jundion of many fields, it is found 
quite different, being deep and argillaceous at one point s 
a (hallow gravelly grit at another ; a third ihews. itfelf a 
ftiff brick clay ; and a fourth a psu-ty-coloujced mixture 
of a red and green clayey gravel. Several quarries of 
decayed freeftone, and banks of browa foft flags, are 
alfo very frequently feen, and a blueifh gravely but not 
poflfeffing any lime, or at all calcareous. All this variety 
of foil is favoured with the manure of lime, but the 
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green grit is the mo^ ungrateful. Nearly midvi^ay U 
the feat of Mr. Oufley, where is good .feeding- 
ground, a large lake, and fome timber trees, but this is 
without the barony j the hedge-rows, however, are in 
the fame wretched order. 

The demefne, which adjoins the town of Ballibay, is 
the eftate of Charles Albert Leflie, Efq., which he has 
highly improved with plantations ; about thirty acres arc 
in one plot, overhanging the lake. The road from 
hence towards Carrickmacrofs is very bad, and a new ' 
foad is made, for two mile's from Ballibay, which is in 
no better repair. The foil of the country in this diftrid 
is gritty, with much red ochre, and great indications of 
copper and iron. No Hmeftone is found nearer thsin Car- 
rickmacrofs, which Is twelve miles diftant, and is fome- 
times carried from thence s fo a valuable return is made 
from its manure in thofe lands. For fome diftance from 
Ballibay, in this line^ the country at either fide is happily 
fituate for ornamental improvement, having piiiurefque 
ftreams, and beautiful glens, and fome partial (pots of 
meadow interfperfed in their banks, which have a rich 
verdure; but thofe fpots are but partial, as^ for a confider- 
able diftance, the greater part has but a (hallow foil, 
covering a flaggy rotten quarry, not fix inches from the 
furface. Purfuing this route, -a long extenfive traft is 
very wild and hilly. The lands near to Ballibay will 
not average more than 15/, per acre, for eight miles to- 
gether, beyond the barony ; it then encrcafes to eighteen, 

and 
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and from thence to Carrickmacrofs becomes fuch fine 
ground, as to equal from 30J. Co 4ox, 

fiallibay ftands 10 the heart of. a manufaduring 
country; it b fire miles dtftant from Caftleblaney) and 
feven and a half from Monaghan, and is on the eftate of 
Mr. Leflie. 

This barony contains three entire pariihes ; that of 
Clontibrett, in which is die town and demefne of Caf- 
deblaney, and feven lefler lakes, beTides the great lakes 
of Mucknoe, which highly ornament the improvements ; 
Corraghdergan and Toam are the largeft; This very 
extenfive pariih abounds with bog, and the Fews moun«' 
tains join on the northern borders. The neat demefne 
cf Brata is in this pariih. 

The parifh of Mucknocpfaas but one lake at Lurgah* 
more, which falls into thofe of Caftle-BIancy. The 
trafts of bog are extenfive. The demefne of Blaney 
Lodge is in this parifii. 

In Agnamullen pzvUh is the great lake of Eagtfh, 
which I have already fpok<Jn of very particularly ; the 
lakes and ftreams on one fide of Ballibay, Lough Avean, 
and the Lou^ of Chantinee, befides eight lefler lakes. 
The bogs are very great towards Cavan county. The 
bridge of Ballicoghil is within thefe bounds, as are the 
dcmefnes of Rochfield, Bufliford, Millford, Profpcft, 
Aiountain Lodge, Chantinee, Crieve, and Sallyville, and 
alfo the poor village of Ballj^trean, and the bounds ex- 
tend to the lake of Shercock« 

Mountain 
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. Moantain Lodge demefne has been highly improved 
by Lieutenant Colonel Ker, who has made fome fine 
plantations, and improved a great tra£l,of bog, through 
which have been cut fome very capital roads, at si 
great expence* The lands are highly cultivated, and 
the crops (hew the fine hearty in which they h^ve been 
prepared. 

. That part of Tullycorl^et parifh, which branches fnta 
this barony^ has the lakes on the northern fide adjoining 
Balltbay, and the town of Ballibay^ and the mill of Bai- 
linter. To the fouthward bogs are ftretchcd very con- 
fiderably. 

I (hall conclude the defcription of this barony with 
a few words more of CafUeblaney demefne, which is 
f^ fuperior to the other improvements I have fpoken 
of. 

The water within chefe bounds is nearly as exten&ve 
as the lands, if we rate the woods as a feparate divifion^ 
which alfo fpread very wide, and have fome good timber* 
The groves near the houfe have the groiTefi: trees, and 
the fcreen of plantation, which runs up along a very 
beautiful hill, is exceedingly handfome, and laid out 
with great tafte and judgment. Through this fcreen is 
ijaade a fine drive, and the profpe£l from the fummit, over 
the great extent of wood and water, comprifing the ele- 
gant fmall demefne of Blaney Lodge, is highly engaging, 
and takes in the richeft fcenery. The pafturage of 
this demefne is very nice^ and, with a trifling ex- 
pence 
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pence of draining and furfkce dreffing, would be 
tendered valuable land. The undulation of the ground 
is as favourable to improvement as could be wi&ed 
for. 

A very excellent houfe has lately been built, cond* 
guous to the fite of the old manfion, but the fituation is 
certainly far from being the beft in the demefne, and is 
quite too near the town. At the other extremity of 
the lake, near which the dog-kennel ftands, is a charm^ 
ing fituation, and an approach to this might have been 
made, which could not be furpafied in the beautiful 
fcenery within its view. 

Pai:t of the walls of the old caftle yet ftand; the 
efFeft of the ruin is quite loft to the manAon, as being 
fo clofe; and, from the (pot I have juft mentioned, 
they have all that venerable and engaging appearance, 
which render thofe antiquities fo interefting in orna- 
mental grounds. 

There are alfo the ruins of a low building in 
the wood, on the lake, which have a curious and 
whimfical appearance; it feems to be very ancient,, 
but I could not learn for what purpofe it was ereSed $ 
it bears no refemblance to a religious building, and the 
walls are very ftrong, but entirely obfcured by the 
plantations that overtop it. 

To the left of the caftle, beyond the lake, is a very 
clofe plantation, which covers a beautiful and exten- 
five hill.. The trees are tolerably full grown, and on 
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gala days a fplendid flag waves over thefe improve* 
ments^ and conveys an idea of magYiificencey along 
ifrith the natural beauties, which this fine demefhe is 
truly confpicuous for« 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



BARONY OF DARTREY. 

SECTION L 

^gricuhun^ 

THE foil ef this barony is of two kinds of 
very oppofite quality^ and may be divided into two 
diftrids, the firft containing the pariihes of Agha* 
bog, £niatris>and Cairan; the other thofe of Clones^ 
and Killevan, whicb foil is confiderably better for til* 
lage, and is particularly occupied in that branch of huf- 
bandry, which might be fuccefsfully cultivated heret 
but the fu-mers are fonder of raifing barley^ aind here; 
and here^ although manufodure is confiderably engaged 
in, yet we find, that farming is followed on a larger 
fcale, and feveral farms contain no lefs than from fifty 
to fixty acres of excelknt land, in the parifh of 
Clones ; and there is alfo fome very nice (heep-walk in 
thisdiftrifl, though but little of it is fo applied; per- 
haps the whole barony does not rear three hundred 
Iambs. 

Of 
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Of the firft and by far the moft extendve divifion, the 
foil is of one quality, being a rich but (hallow loam, on 
a very deep and ftilF clay, highly jmp]:oveable by graveU 
ling, but in its prefent ftate fpongy, wet, and over-run 
with ruflies. Until the foil is made friable by incorpo- 
rating with it gravel and lime, it will be found very dif- 
ficult and expenfive, if not impradicable, to attempt to 
drain it with efFed, as every hole, and even impref- 
fion made by the feet of cattle, will retain the water, 
which falls in rain, or is prefled out of the fpongy loam 
on the furface : the ground being fo heavy, ftiiF, clofe, 
and ftaunch, in its nature^ that when drains have been 
made, on their very edges will thefe pools remain until 
the atmofphere again imbibes them. Notwithftanding 
this difcouraglng appearance of foil for tillage, it is yet 
Extremely rich in pafture, and I know not any country I 
have feen, that is more favourable to dairy, or the fat-* 
tening of light cattle ; it alfo produces moft abundant 
fneadow, and will very quickly fatten (heep; but to 
leave them on this land, after they throw up ilefli, 
would be very prejudicial, for they foon rot; this confc- 
quently bars the breeding of (heep, which is not at- 
tempted here, very few indeed are even fatted, and that 
only by the gentry in favourite paddocks. 

Hete, they fow feme little wheat, but In a very fmall 
proportion. Potatoes are always the firft and fecond 
crop, and have an abundant produce, followed by flax, 
barley and oats, of which they take three or four fuc- 
ceffivc crops ; the grain is generally a mixture of black 

and 
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and white ; but it is to be ohktved, that, if you fow the 
very beft white oats, you will certainly reap a black 
grain, after being two or three years naturalized to the 
foil; to prevent this, the feed fhould be repeatedly 
changed; but they do not efteem the black grain as 
much inferior to the white, either for cattle or for 
meal, but the white oats have certainly a greater 
produce, and^ the fame quantity of each grain in weight, 
the white oats will produce more meal than the black ; 
the latter are the natural oats of the country. 

They plough moft generally with three horfes abreaft, 
and fometimes with two only, and, as all this latter di^ 
ftrid is divided into forms of three to five acres,' 
the tillage will be found proportioned to the pafturage,' 
as three to one; in this calculation, bog or mountain is 
not taken into account, and of the former the (hare is 
very confiderable. All this diftrid: is engaged in manu- 
fa&ure, on which they entirely depend, and they have 
fcarcely any more land, than provides them witli meal^ 
potatoes, and flax; milk is very fcarce, although the 
foihis fo favourable to dairy, and of water and fuel there 
is no lackage ; in fa^, they have every requifite for the 
efFeftual fupply of a great manufaduring country, A 
farm of five acres may have two acres of pafture and 
meadow. 

Half an acre of flax. 
Half an acre of potatoes. 

Two acres of oats, or more generally two and an 
half, and ho meadow. Hay is bought at a high rate, 

always 
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^ways rufliy ; the bpttoms give a ktiid of Coarfe grafs> 
which the few, who have a horfe or cow, refort to for 
Iheir bay, but oats and ftraw are more generally de- 
pended on» The fpade here comes rather tapering, and 
very narrow at the end of the blade, which is much 
curved in the middle, to prevent the adhefion of the foil> 
Aat is always heavy and clogged. 

Cootehill, which is fittiated in the county of Cavan, 
9nd on the borders of this barony, is their market, but 
no grain is fold there; the particular defeription of this 
town will be found in the Reports of the county of Ca- 
van, but it muft be remarked, that the great jinen 
Qiarket, v^ich is hdd there, is more particularly fup* 
pifed from the county of Monaghan. Of green food 
there is none cultivated, nor have they a neceffity 
for it. 

RAPE. 

TMs crop is particularly nutritious for iheep, and al« 
ways the land muft be pared and burnt, in its prepara* 
tion fqr the feed. This county abounds with land very 
fit for rape, either as a tranfpl^ted vegetable, for green 
food, or tofow for the feed; the latter gives a great 
return to the careful hufbandman, and well rqiays his 
toil. There can be no cheaper crop, or better nuHte of 
bringing in moory ground, than commencing with 
rape ; after the land is burnt and well drained, the crop 
will commonly yield in produce equal to twenty pounds 

per 
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per acre» and the fape cake, a& a manurej is yeif 
^wetful, and will bpld ^ long time in the ground i thif 
o£al is fent from hence to England, and ibid there for 
manure ; bow much more valuable then muft it be at 
hooie^ and can there be a ftronger proof of its value, 
or a better reaibn why we (hould encourage the ufe of it i 
This valuable crop, taken in every fenfe, ought to oc- 
cupy much of our attention, as there is not more lucra^ 
tive hufbandry, nor is there a line of bufinefs more 
profitable or kfs expenfive, than the manufa£ture of the 
feed Into oil. 



Sect. 2. Pafiun. 

Is very rich and clofe, the grafs heavy and very iap- 

p)r, but no attempt has been made to improve the breed 

of. catde ; beef cows are ufiially fed to three and an hslf 

cwt. and buUocks to*four and an half or (eidem five; 

prices are regulated by the Meath ikirs; extenfive 

graaiers^ there »>e none, but the gentry ftall feed^ fome 

with hay only, and litter with turf mould; they liouTe 

tiheir mikh cattle fcom December to May; no artificial 

grai|bs bave ever been introduced here; tlie haf is al- 

vrays tramped in the field, and left to remain there a 

longt^e; it alfo gets confiderably too much of the 

weather, and after being p^fedly (aved, will often be 

broken C(ut again in fimny weather, tiH much of the fap 

is bleached out of it, and a great deal of its nutriment 

VOL, HI. G exhaufted. 
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exhaufted. They ^never manure their metdowSj. that 
lie low, but leave them to be overflowed ; of wool or 
tallow they have no trade; nor is there a tan yard in the 
barony; the grafs lands are here but in a bad ftate> for 
want of draining, and are fo materially injured by cattle^ 
in wet weather, that, it is faid every beaft has five 
mouths, as they calculate each leg to deftroy as mudi 
grafs by poaching, as would be confumed by fo many 
mouths in drier lands. 

ARTIFICIAL GRASSES. 

It has lately been afcertained, that to lay down land 
with clover and trefoil, and feed ic off with flieep for 
two fucceffive years, will deftroy all weeds; cutting 
them twice the fame year, before feeding, will alfo cer- 
tainlybanifli them; onfrclhland, if diis mode is at- 
tended to, there is no doiibt of i^s fuccefs. Rye graft 
and clover, if fowed together, yield a fine herbage early 
in fpring, and at that time have more nutriment for black 
cattle, than the natural grafs of th« country, and it h^ 
been knowp at that feafcm to fat oxen to great weight 
smd perfeSion. Nor are thefe grafles lefs bei^ftcial for 
ibeep, and at yc&tiing time they furniih a very nice 
pafture. 

In parts of Engl««id they feed hogs with clover, which 
only require a little corn, after being fattened, to give' 
their flefli a delicate flavour, as it has already acquired 
great firmncfs from this valuable grafs. 

Sect. 
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Sict. 3. Farm. 

I have ftated the general fize of farms in the larger 
diftriA, to average five acres, and to account fometimes 
to fixty acres in the richer lands. , The houfes have a 
warm and better appearance than I have feen, and mucli 
more civilization is met here : Richard Dawfon, Efq. 
I who is one of this county's reprefentatives in parlia* 
ment, has lately built feveral exceedingly neat and orna- 
mental farm houfes, contiguous to Dawfon-grove, and 
tiSiey poflefs as much comfort ai>d convenience within, 
as fiiould be expeded from the exterior view. They 
are all built of brick, two flories high, and enliven 
this diftri3,r which is adorned with them. The tenants 
are obliged to keep them in very neat repair, and to 
preferve the plantations, which furrouhd each of t^em; 
they cofl about fixty pounds each $ all the houfes in this 
country are huilt of brick, which clay this foil abounds 
with ; nor is there any Quarry, but at a great diftance. 
Leafes, here, are generally fet for twenty one years, or 
for one life only, and thofe even of late years, on Lord 
Vifcount Cremorne's eflate, are fet full ten fhillings per 
acre under their value. The wife and humane policy of 
allowing the tenant an intereft in his farm, is here very 
confpicuous, and from the proteding daufe in the leafe 
of noh alienation, theyare tied up from abuilng the 
kindnefs of their landlord; they pay all taxes. One 
G 2 horfe 
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horfe to eight acres of tillage, may be the proportion of 
the country, but a great part of the labour is performed 
with the fpade : hc^ there is a njmcfa better appearance 
of thorn and hedge rows, which are very well drefied, 
and .trimm.ed, on thie lands of the gentry. Lime is the 
univerfal and all-powerful manure for this foil, but s^ 
limeftone fouad, repccept near Clones, biit at ^ g^eat 
depth, and not in any quantity, fo as to repay the trouble 
and coft of raiGng it. . On the extremitii?s of itns 
county only, at Clones, and Carriclcmacrois, is limeftone 
had, of a rich and highly calcareous (j^uality, and taking 
the average of the entire lands, it will be f^und at no 
lefs diftancc than eigjit miles. Draining ha^ never beej| 
attempted^ but in (hallow cuts ^ l^ut furfacje drains will 
have but little efFe£t, and the foil muft b^ opened with 
gravel, or lime, before any peroianent foed can be 
reaped from this purfuit. 

In Clones parjlh, the farms are fub-divided intp 
fmall^ divifions, and fet out by middle men, at an e:^« 
orbitant r-ent, as all the leafesj which ^e on the Dacrjp 
eftate, being the principal one of this barony, are 
nearly expired; the original tenants are endeavouring 
to re-pofiefs them, for the fake of tenant rights that 
they may be found in poiTelfion ^ben the lea^s fliall be 
terminated. For this reafon, thefe lands are moftly in 
pafture, but I apprehend they would make an excellent 
return in tillage. Red clover, is natural to this foil, but 
is choaked with rufhes, which are abundant, and no 
pains are. taken to deftroy or check their growth. 

Fields 
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PfeTft are here trciik two to Artt lcfe», and the hoiifes 
1^ #Rfitt' and^ domfbrteUe. It^ feme leafes are tfte 
][)a]*ticubr chufes* ftHtnd, of not breaking meadow^ Fand; 
but thte b not affended>tos nor the penalty fought for; 
another Mvolous tlaure is introduced^ in fom^ of th^mi 
and borrowed from the Englifli itiodds, of proHiiiiting 
the tenant to plant more than a certain proportion of 
potatoe land ; the two late years muft certainly (hew the 
abfurdity of thefe wanton claufes of domineering and 
arbitrary tendency. The penalties for alienation are 
rigidly enforced on Lord Cremorne's eftate ; this is wife 
and fair, as the proprietor, who Tets his, land, one third 
lefs tHan the value, has furely the beft righfc to choofe 
his tenantry, when he facri&ces fo much for their com- 
fort and happinefs. How far thefe claufes are legal, it ] 
feems yet undetermined in this county ; where farms 
are fo fmall, the obje£b is, doubtlefs, the making of 
freeholders;, and this confideratlon is oppofed by the 
manner of fetting farms at a rent far above their value, 
on the terms of fbppofed breach of covenants, and on 
the condition, that, if the tenants (hall obferve certain 
claufes, then only- fuch a rent, as is underftood' to be 
the fair value of the land, (hall be demanded. This 
would certainly not leave the tenant free to fwear, that 
he has an intereft of forty (hillings, annually, in fo fmall 
a farm, when he is bound to pay five pounds per acre 
rantin the yielding claUfe, and which is onlyreduceable, 
ell condicioil of his^ refMning from tbe breach of cove* 
nantsi li woutdi be advilbable for tbe landlord txy coo^ 
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fider^ how £ur the tenant's right to a freehold would 
be barred, if his yielding claufe is fo many times greater 
than the value ; and in all the cuftpms and laws between 
landlord and tenant^ what a fcene of litigation might 
enTue, if this mode of leafe, which I have heard pro* 
pofedy (hould be adopted i 

CABBAGES. . 

Cabbages could be eafily raifed in diis foil, and would 
be excellent food for milch cows ; they (hould be plant* 
ed in June, in rows, three feet afunder, and two feet 
from each plant; they might by this means be horfe- 
hoed, which fhould be done twice, and hand-hoed once 
atleaft, in rows; they would fill to fifteen or fixteen 
pounds each plant, being allowed a fprinkling of dung ; 
the foil (hould be very well tilled, . getting frequent 
ploughings, and ought to be previoufly pared and burnt. 
By giving the hearts only of cabbages to cows, and 
pulling off the loofe leaves, the milk will not have the 
leaft ranknefs, a^id will be confiden^\>ly encreafed* 



Sect. 4. General Subject. 

This barony has its (hare of the great popubttion of 
the county, and amongft the lower orders the propor- 
tion maybe twenty* weaver^ to one labourer^ and this 

ftiU 
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flill encreaiing, as every labourer will have his children 
Uught to weave. It is to be obferved, that a great trade 
is carried. on by a defcription of weavers, who are weal- 
thy enough to employ journeymen; fuch a weaver is called 
a manufaaurer ; he generally endeavours to have from 
ten to fifteen acres, that he may let out as many cot- 
takes as he is able to fupply. work for the weavers, who 
inhabit them ; in his own houfe are alfo as many looms^ 
as it will conveniently hold, for his children and jour- 
neymen to work ati he can give up but little of his 
own time to the loom, as he has enough to do to pro- 
vide the materials and difpofe of his webs; beftdes, he 
has his farm to look to; this man will oftentimes ave«> 
rage three ihiljiogs per day on each of his workmen, 
and he foon becomes wealthy. The journeyman will 
weave five yards of narrow cloth daily, for which his 
employer will pay him five pence per yard ; on this hire, 
be, can earn, in ufual good times, a handfome fupport for 
^imfelf. It is to be obferved, that the journeyman work^ 
ing in the manufacturer's houfe is generally unmarried, 
and pays his employer for his board; it is the married 
man who looks for the cot-take, and works at his |ooni 
at home. . 

The trade is fully acquired in three years, which is 
the ufual time that the apprentice is bound, and he re- 
ceiyes from his m^fter one guinea, at thet expiration of 
bis fecond year, and two, with a ihirt, at the expiration 
of the third ; in this laft year, he is fo expert, that he 
becomes highly valuable tq his eoiploy^r. 

Drum 
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Drain is a very inconfiderable village, but Clones is 
an excdlent town> and very thriving m its trade ; dDe 
maricet is held on Thurfibys^ and it is well reforted to 
I>y the linen buyers ; it is fuppofed that feven hundred 
pounds worth of webs are purdiafed bene every Week. 

Houfes concerned largely in the linen trade have 
^ple employed, called coma^ifioners, who buy for' 
them ; Aey have been paid fix pence, per web, for their 
trouble, and this defcription of buyers will make from 
an hundred pounds to two hundred iind fifty pounds, an- 
liu^iny, by their commifGon ; but merchants finding they 
ibmetimes had bought, when markets were too high, for 
the fake of enfuring their commiffion, now prefel* pay- 
ing them a yearly falary for their trouble. The cloth- 
ilig of the lower ranks is frize, or a coarfe lig^t blue 
cloth, which is manufadured at home, and dyed with 
indigo : the women wear much more cottons than 
ftuiFs ; their food potatoes, meal, vegetables, milk, but- 
ter; meal in this market has averaged twelve Ihil- 
Kngs per cwt. j potatoes two pence per ftone, excluding 
ihefe two fcarce years ; the coft of a back load of turf, 
that is carried in ktihes acrofs a horfe^s back, brought 
home to the town, fixpence ; but it can be reared very 
cheap on the bog, at tafk work; for fifteen pence a damp 
will be reared, eight feet long, four feet wide, and five feet 
bigh, pointing up angular^ like the roof of an houfe, 
and this is the mode, by which the gentry pay for their 
jfiiel, havkig each thiir own bog: price of wages, ten 
pencp in winter, and Airtcen pence in fiimnler. Ditches 

are 
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ire made for HS. peV perch, fix feet wide, and feven 
Sctpy running meafure. For any quantity of hay or 
fiix, there is but ftxpence paid to the incumbent for his 
tithe, wbrch is extremely rcafonable; I do notmean fix- 
pence per acre, but for the enthie quantity, be tt mOre or 
leTs. Oats iavc averaged 4x. 6d. per acre, barfcy 6h, 
wheat St.; feut their rates are increafing. Pourpence is 
^id fer a milch cow> hot pot^tbes are ciempted. The 
tilhe of 4H this country yields but an inconfidcrable re- 
venue, though fome benefices are from 20o7. to lOooA 
per annum ; the ptt)fit principally proceeds from glebes. 
Aghabog has forty acres of glebe, and a parfohage j 
KilKvan has the fame number of acres, but ho par- 
fonage; Ematris has ^50 ^cres, with a parfonage; and 
Clones ha& 150 acres of glebe in this county, and 400 
more hi the adjoining county of Fermanagh, with a par- 
fonage. This benefice is in the gift of the Dacre fa- 
mily ,"and was a grant to one of theit anceftors, by King 
James I., with alfo the abbey of Clones, at the yearly 
i^iitof r/. 4r. lid.; and, a^ an accommodation to the 
femily, in their annual vifit to Lough Derg pilgrimage, 
they were given the tithes of the parifli of AgtiaVca, 
iffhich they collefted in thfeir journey. This parifli is 
fituated in the county 6f Fermanagh, and is midway 
between Clones and Lough l)erg. In Clones are great 
jAbey lands, fOme part of which are tithe free ; others 
only pay the thirteenth ftooke; it depends principally 
oh its glebes, which are confiderable, and yield above 
400/. per annum. At Clones is a corn-milj. Formerly 

there 
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diere were three nurferies for fide in this countf, but all 
ire now ia wifte and negled. Timber is pnrcbafed by 
Ae treei and there is no ftated price^ but according to 
agreement. In this barony there is no mountain. The 
indttftry of die- people is very confpicuous here ; the 
women and children are all employed. The Englifh 
bnguage is almoft always (jpoken. The average pro- 
duce of black oats will be twenty barrels of fourteen 
ftone each from the acre» but the barrel here has twen^- 
eight ftone. The white oats will not produce by a 
tenth as much, and they fow twenty-eight ftone of 
black, and twenty-five of white to the acre : for the 
latter, the ground muft be in good order, and well 
trenched. The average return of the county, taking 
good and bad ground together, will be found to be fix 
barrels per acre lefs than this rate. Potatoes yield forty 
barrels of forty-fix ftone ^ch, with manure; but, if a 
fecond crop is fowed, without any manure, the produce 
will be fiill greater, Flaji: averages i8/. per acre; 
they generally fow between the 29th of April and 6th 
of May. Potatoe land five to feven guineas per acre; 
flax, 4I. to 5/. The man, who has a cot-take, will get 
as much poutoe ground free, for the dung, afhes, and 
manure fcraped about his cabin, as he can cover : if he 
has a wet cot»take, and has a cow, he will get his paT- 
ture-ground and his ilax-ground free, for the cow's 
dung* 

Much marie is found very deep in the bogs, but never 
ufed as a manure. 

The 
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Tfae town of Qones is on the eftate of the Right 
Honorable Lady Dacre. The market-place is of trian- 
gular form, smd here is an indifferent market-houfe. In 
the centre of the fquare are two pumps, lately funk, 
for the fupply of the inhabitants. At the upper end of 
the market-place, and on the afcent of the hill, ftands 
the church, which has a neat fteeple, and contiguous to 
it is the parfonage. Tfae houfes in this town are tole- 
rably good, but moftly thatched. Here is an old market- 
crofs, ere£i:ed on a flight of fteps of very antique ap- 
pearance, and the ornamental ftones oi^ the top of the 
pillar, which is about ten feet high, and eighteen inches 
diameter, are very curious, - On thefe fteps the yam 
market is held. On the laft Thurfday In every month 
in the year,, a fair is held. The average prices of fmall 
dry cattle, which are always to be had here, will be found 
to be from three to four guineas per head ; thefe will only 
fat to, three cwt.. A SenefchaPs court is held here regu- 
larly, and the borough formerly returned two members 
to parliament. One range of hpufes ar6 nearly all 
flated, as alfo are all the new houfes, and the market- 
houfe. The roads about this town are in general in 
good repair; froni hence to Monaghan, the ros^ is 
levd, and very good, and the &ce of the country on this 
line is rich and very populous. The afhes of the red 
bog, when mixed with lime, is here found the moft 
powerful manure. The foil around this town is of m 
excellent limeftone quality, and they have a very fine 
turbary; The average value of land, as fet in this dif* 

tnStf 
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Ui&y is 251. to 305. per acre : the town-parks a6out 
Clones do not rate much higher than 501., though they 
are well worth double that fum. 

On the entrance to Clones from Cootehill, the road 
divides the venerable rcfigious buildings, for which this 
ancient town was celebrated. To the right hand .ftand 
the ruins of the old m6naf):ery, or abbey, for Auguftine 
canons, founded by Saint Tigernac, the bi/hop, early in 
the fixth century. The abbey was dedicated to St. 
Peter and St. Paul. St. Tigernac was the third bifhop, 
who enjoyed the fee ofClogher; St. Macartin only 
having prefided there, between him and St. Patrick, 
whom Jocetine ftates to have been the original founder, 
and to have buih the church of Clogher, even before 
tTiat of Armagh Was ere£led. St. Tigernac, according 
io Ware, was called legate of Ireland, to whom Stl 
Macartin, as fiur as in him lay, bequeathed the bifiiop- 
fic, together with his bleffing. He fixed his feat at 
Cluaine, from whence, in the Irifli annals, he is called 
Ouanois, for this town originally was named Cluanois^ 
then Ctunes, CtoWni(h, CIuniQi, and laft Clones. The 
church here was one of the four principal churches of 
die diocefe ; wherein, as alfo in the church of Dery- 
moailain,- the memory of St. Tigernac is famous. He 
died the fifth of April, 55(0, or 549, oh which day, in 
the martyrology of MolsUi, his death is thus nolted. 
^ In Scbtland, (/. e. the greater, or Ireland) the birth- 
izy of St. Tigernac, biffiop ind confeflbr. He founded 
a monaft'ery of Ahguftine canons at Cluanois. There 
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if dctaot, in the iibraiy <tf St Bconett's CoUege9.Cam- 
^i4&^9 ^is office ^ d hyniQ} whidi begiai thus : 

Adeft dies Celebris, Saodo Tigernaci ; 
Celebrate this holy-day ; 'tis the feaft of St. Tigeroac. 

He wras buried in die church of Ouanois*'' 

The walls of a fmall chapel yet remain, and are built 
of fquare cut freeftone outfide, and of limeftone within; 
the freeftone feems to liave been fet without mortar, as, 
between every fquare, there appears to be no cement. 
It is faid that mofs was the bedding for this mode of 
architedure, but we know that, before the fixth century, 
the ufe of lime mortar was known in this country ; and 
the round tower, which was certainly of more ancient 
date, that ftands contiguous, is built of the beft mate- 
rials, which completely contradids the aflertion I have 
heard, that this building was erefted after the oldeft 
falhion, without mortar : the ftones, which are fo ex- 
tremely corredly fquared, would be fuiScient to contra- 
dict it, as ftone*cutting was certainly invented fubfe- 
quent to the ufe of mortar, and we never heard of that 
original mode of building having exceeded one ftory in 
height, nor is it reafonable to fuppofe, that without the 
^ement of mortar, they could be raifed fo high to ftand 
for ages. The interior lining of thefe walls was evi- 
dently of mortar, as is plainly feen. The entrance is 
after the Gothic order, and burial-ground is around 
the wallf . This ytrd is exi^fqd by 4 vciy ftrong fo«r- 
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loot wait, and Lady Dacre has trtSttd a pair of iron 
gates, and appointed a fteward to keep the key, that the 
right of the ground, &c. ihouid not be loft to the fa- 
mily. The gable of the old chapel, which is the en- 
trance, is iaced with the drefied ftone to the top, but 
the fide waUs are only fronted with it four or five feet 
high. At die oppofite fide is another extenfive huris^- 
yard, both which evidently were united, before the road 
interfeded them ; it is alfo endofed with a wall of the 
like dimenfions, and with iron gates, the fiune as the 
other : they are both planted around the bounds with 
young trees. 

The head-ftones in this yard have a curious appear- 
ance, being cut out in moft whimfical (hapes, with rude 
and very antique carvings; fome fculptured with can* 
nons, or with flowers; more of thefe are ornamented 
with what feems to have been intended to reprefent a 
thiftle. Perhaps thefe tombs contain the aihes of fome 
of the ancient Scotch colony, which poflefled this dif* 
tnStf and their tombftones were ornamented with that 
plant, which in heraldry is given to diftinguifh their 
nation. Within this inclofure, ftands one of thefe 
famous round towers, which are feen in feveral parts 
of Ireland.* The Hiberno-Celtic name of thefe (lender 
edifices was Cloghadh, or Clog ; the word is. derived 
from the old Iriib, Tlachgo, from Tlacbtj the earth, or 

umverfe* 

* General Vallancey's opinion, as in Colleaanea de Rebus 
Hibemicis^ 
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imiverfe; The Draidic temples of Vefta, in which 
was kept the facred or eternal fire> were called Tlach- 
go> or temples of Cybele^ being of the lame conftrudion 
with the Pyrathea of the ancient Perfians, and die 
Chammia of the Phenicians and Carthaginians, fome of 
which are ftill remaining in Perfia and Bulgaria. The 
Hibernian druids ereded thefe temples in their ianc- 
itoarie^, as is evident from the ruins of fevera^ ftill re- 
maining in different parts of the kingdom, particularly at 
Ball]mafliebh in the county of Kilkenny, Navan, near 
Armagh, &c. They' were conftnided of rock ftone, 
without cement, and were of the fame diameter with 
thofe towers now remaining ; but to what altitude they 
were carried is not certain, little more than the founda- 
tions being now vifible. After the eftablifhment of 
Chriftianity in Ireland, among a number of druidic fu« 
perftitions, the facred or eternal fires were preferved for 
feveral centuries, and the Tlachgo by the Chriftian 
cleigy removed from the (anduaries df Paganifm, to 
tiiofe of the true^ faith, add became appurtenances to 
churches and monafteries, though ftill retaining their 
ancient denominations of Tlachgo, or temples of-Vefta. 
On the abolition of thefe fires, about the twelfth cen- 
tury, and the introdu&ion of bells, the Tlachgo were in 
general converted into belfries; whence the modern 
name for a bell in Irifli, is Clogh, from being placed in 
the Tlachgo, or veftal temples. As thefe round towers 
are neither found in Britain, nor in the European conti- 
nent, they were moft probably introduced into this i/land by 

the 
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the Perfian Magi, or Gaursi who, in the time of ppfv- 
ftantine the Great, ran over the world, carrytog in their 
bjMuls ccnfof s» containing the holy fire, aflerting» that their 
god -(hould deftroy all other gods, which in fome mea* 
fure they efFe£led, by lighting fires under them» thereby 
burning thofe of wood, and melting thofe of metal. lo 
this period, the Chridian religion had made confiderable 
progref^ in the fouthern and weftern parts of. Europe-; 
but in Ireland, fuperftitioh remaining in its original 
ftate, whofe tenets were not widely different froi|i 
tho& of the GaUrs, thefe Pagan philofophers found a 
ready aflent to their do£trine; whence Pyratheias, qr 
vefial towers, became univerfal throughout the iiland, i|i 
,the place of the ancient Tlachgo, which were mounts 
of ftone, containing the remains of their ancient heroes, 
and on which fires were occafionally lighted from the 
iacred vaults, at the times of facrifice. The Clogbadh, 
now remaining in Ireland, have been (aid to haye beepi 
evcGtei by the Chriftian * clergy, and that non^ of ttieon 

* Other antiquarians have advanced, that thefe towers were 
oiigtnafty ere6led previoos to Chiiftianity, nor has the difpute 
been determined with certainty, being only regulated by variovs 
opinions : but, in queftioning this pofition, it only ferves to 
ihew their greater antiquity, without denying their onpinal 
ufe to have been as ftated above, which there is no proof for, 
though very reconcileable to reafon, but does not entirely 
agree with the old defcription we have of fadi. fine towers 
having been fquare, and thefe are circular. In the wild ftate 
of this country, when Chriftianity was introduced, and 
churches built; it is reafonable to fimpofe, they (hould choofe 
the fite near to a religious edifice, for which ufe towers are 
luppofed to have been ere^ed.: or, be their original purport 
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are dder, pwb^bky^ <teoi ihe ,b<^kuiiiig of the fevenUi 
C^mtury^ nor nqne of. a l^ter. <Me idian the ctofe of the 
devenAs t)y>iig)i;iByi4ei}^y d«][iKf4 %9i ftru&ures of a 
SoM|Iaf naturC) uied bj; t^ei.Pajr^ giUfts, They werC} 
h6wcyer, c^^ntmued-as^b^ifs .|o,:the clofe of the 
fourteenth centucy,(.fof which re^dGMi^ ^ belfry> io the 
Iri(h,^iigiu^ is Glogij^, from hiung^ originally tem^ 
ples.jpf Tlaifhf. /. 

Tie filhwtng are the dimenftons of the Tower at Clones. 

IThe walls are four feet thick, very rough without- 
ficte^ arid #itbin are all fine HmeAone; diameter in the 
clear, ten feet. In this tower there were evidently five 
ftmes, which I never obferved - any veftige of in any 
other I have leen^ but were all perfedly fmooth to the 
top withinfide, and no holes for crofs planks to fupport 
a floor. If a flair^cafe was in this tower, it muft have 
been <3f wood, as there is no appearance of there having 
lieen a ftone one. At the diftance of ten feet from the 
jground, whhitifide, ia the entrance, twenty-four inches 
wide; die Mbbifli.around the walls without have reduced 
tilts aeariy one^half t at oppofite and e(jual difiances^ 

VOL. III. '♦ H to 

vAoit it n^ght» it .was defiiable to ere^ tM chiurch contigaous 
to a place» which muft have been rend|ered noted by fuch a 
vcmarkable buHding ; and» from its fummitj there was a good 
look out for the xefimefs, who ^tered ia the vicif^ty^.q^ 
choichesy in thofe cUibirbed times. The iituation of the£ 
towers, beiag io often' ^und in valleys, miytates againfl 
their baTing been intended or conftru^ed for watch towers* 
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to each ftory, dre evidemiy the iMdti^ wAferts utr6b jdUt 
was introduced, t<> fti{>port%he ftxxr; ktid at the fmtt<-^ 
mit, the waH^ Wei^ riftdticed iti ihHeknefi to twbr feet, 
and had targe cmbttfcfofeff^ now fallihg'to ruhi/ Thcfe 
joift hole^ might- hafe fcfeeh^ielci otit, irf later 'ddtyi^ 
but they arc ndt iqtiare, nbFwith^tbat ticathefe, whith 
Wodd appear, if they were oftgftrally formdd wifcn thte 
tower was eredling; neither hare theemhtaAiiies lat 
the fummit the appearance of original formation, but 
feem to have been broken out after tl^ buiUliflig WSS 
finiflied ; and from the centre of the tower is an aper- 
ture, which favours this a^ertipn, apd irofn it^Jl^ a 
very long crack, ba«, taken plac^ y/liicbJs.qi^il^ tiicoi^ll 
the, wall. • : 7 • -.:. It .":?. . /\, ,,j 

Contiguous to this tqtwec.is a tgreat |tombt f>r..fiwl» 
coffin, which has remained alwajrs ov^r grounfj, .b«| 
firmly fixed with earth and ftones arpuocl. it, ^aIKl bek>mg9 
to tfae M'Mahon family. Tlie flooe, of whicbit is 
compofed, is a v^ryftrong rock, .^iberejs.ni^ other 
coffin around any corps, wkn^fa in iiH^irred m iu The loo*' 
verlid is very hc;avy,,^^afK;dai^u^r.)ite f^ ite£ of 
an ,hou(e, with two fnsall pillats diing: fi!el». ibe ead#9 
on^a^h.fideof this cov«r» iaa yiery anlifiie iofcripdu^ 
but the charafters are almpft entirely deficed.. . q.^\ 

Near to this venerable ground is the great fort, which 
is idl ah ttc^lficM Dddund of eardi, whk?h w^s "rttA^ ^fyt 
tt;.e^l>rotedion of d^ tqwm ihhbrti^iy^&a^p^iufi^ 
ftflKirlt df aefcofi, arid crthmandsT^ tdfwn and ctniittty 
«c<)uiul /or. a« gr^at exteat. Tlli&:iiriiftfiialtfiabi3^^ww 
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BiKie.onitheffua>nik^ a JbiU, ^ieh miiinilly^favouFed 
it0 poifitioiii ^ is Hk ab0ire the ley^l -ground i witbio 
A&l«rc»iy ;and «;mind ksbafe, is a de^p C<^ cut out^ 
thdt hasfalflHttys tbe fiaicft waiefi dren^ mike di:ieft i^a- 
fittis.'; this dMift be fiipplied ^from ijpriegs, and ^\me i$ 
oo^wajtielfe fiontts ^convejancc. So .gi^t a ioflb mull 
al^&a^afibrded a;cdilfideKab]e4ffiniceito its gareifoii) 
as ii^lii as coavqrf«ace: «t ibe Aivimit Jr bas a doujtrfe 
p0rape|t^w.i)f a jfimailar ; £01-113 > thp one elevated tea 
f^. above the otberi mibout tbe foflfe is ano^r pata^ 
pfityiMdttcfa is ftiB.ian&deraJUy bigber (i^ti the level of 
ttieildfoitti^ gronoKl, fp^ w>bicb iti$ gkici? I»g$ a formida* 
fateiflope^' |tbe wfa6ieftf. tb<: works are enclofed ia, a 
f9Bane,3and:coYiBr, in air^v tbout aa Irjift acre. Coiir 
tigaousta tt, Mdi&cuig lt»ftUa^t ai^le,j^|ct Oie (pwn) 
is^a^Jefibr fort, isiqsh is. weU J^^oded by tb^ cb4rah 
fteeple^ and flasks the principal ftart» .of thp works.- 
'Ztoe iiiA arc^nd tbefe. fosb is oiinthe /icbeft^kind, but 
tteiycttng^ tnies, 4«>bicfaLhavc be^a planted ^n tbe Ufkt, 
fovt^baive ootifucoBsdedi/I fiippofe they wore too for.* 
wan] ^' when o^MijpUiiMflL ^Icould not dear o. the- date of 
tliifev42^arkaUo mounds, nor ianyitradition.rdbting to 

In ibis balcony aMinntiierou^ Daai^. iortSi» generally 
ereded on a rifing i^t, in a morafs: and in.turf cut- 
tttig- have -/r^queoclyv been found. the jvicker burdks, 
wMcb they 'Carried; to make a.pafe through the:bogs>. 
When- they. went. outJto.fiHjage ;or. niaraude. through the. 
country^ Mi, ^^Kidordtng ^as they retfeated home) took 
H 2 up 
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up; thus anfwering the like purpofe as a inw'^ 
bridge to a fortified place< Ai Frcamoutit, the feat of 
Witliam Mayne, Efq. feveral of thefe hurdles were 
found near to one of the remarkable ratbs, which k the 
hrgcft' I have feen^ and xmfk capitally defended with, 
well conftruAed works; its area. is about an Irifli acre, 
aftd commiandiB a number of toghers or ftrong bog- 
pafles^ Not &r from this great mth^ are two lefler 
ones, which flank it, and were gantfened alw^ys^ to 
prevent the grand fort beingyurprtfed. The quagmirtes,: 
thatiforround thefe ratbs^ were impaffitUe widiout thefe 
wicker hurdles, which wefe ufed/b^befiegers'in theirs 
attacks^ as well as by the garrifotf) wkcn they Mted oat. 
for plunder. Mr. Mayne has- planted the great ^radt,: 
and it his^t^ty pretty^fieft s>tbi$» neat demefae .has 
been drained ind farmed at grek expeiice» but no grai- 
vel is near it, without 'which ^leing iirft well ini^oipo- 
lated into the foil, it nmret caa. be tboroughly drainediK 
Drumfwords is a very incomfiderable villagQ, in dus. 
barony, nor is Seots-Boi|fe led mean in. appearances 
they both lie S. £« of ^Clones, and aboitt &re miks dif- 
tant fronii that town. NewbUfi is a neat village, ike 
eftateof Mr. Ker, whofe fine demefoe and plantatjmia 
are immediately adjbtniog» and k .lies four miles fouth 
of Clones. 

Rockcorry is a diriving little towiH and has a week* 
lyyarn market, which is fpiritedly attended to; the de- 
mefne in the vicinity is the property of Mr. Corry, a 
minor, who is the proprietor of the viUagei with aU the 

adjacent 
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adjacent lands, and alfo enjoys the fi^e efiate at Baillie- 
borough, in the county of Cavan, which will be fpoken . 
of in the reports of that county. The dcmcfne of 
Rockcorry is managed with great care and credit, and 
the extenfive plantations are in the fineft vigour. In 
the village is a brewery, and a great appearance of in- 
duftry and comfort* 

The demefne of Hilton, the property of Samuel^ 
Madden, Efq. bounds this county aiiid Fermanagh, . and 
is exceedingly beautiful, having in its environs the fine 
view of the mountains, and abundance of water, with 
very rich plantations in the interior, which ornament the 
fcene, highly furniihed with elegant improvements, and 
laid out with great ts^e. 

That part of the parifli of Clones, which is in this 4 
barony, has [thirty- two lakes; Lough Oona, Lough 
Camm, and Lough Damby, and the lake near to Smithf- 
borough, arethe moftconfiderable: towards the centre, 
the tra£b of bog are moil extenfive. It alfo contains 
the bridge and boltiiig mills of Ahnalore, where a beau«, 
tiful river flows, and winds through the fertile demefn^ 
of William Fofter, Efq. which is wooded with fine and 
beautiful timber; it hath alfo the glebe of Alta^arte, the 
town of Clones, the corn mill of Qrelabuy« and the 
demefne of Monilly. 

The parifh of Killevan has eleven lakes, four of 

which are tolerably large, and the bc^ feems impartially 

and fufficiently Mattered, throughout. |t has the neat 

y village 
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village and demefiie of Newblifs, Cumber Bridge, and 
the demefnes of Baliinufe iu^ KilKcumbent. 

Curran pari(h has thirteen lakes ;- tbofe contiguous to' 
Drum village, and Hikon Decnefiie^ are the moft ex- 
tenfive; it contains the viHages of Scots^houTe and 
Drtxm ; the bog lies principally to the centre, and here 
are the faiall demefnes of Lauret Hill, Kelljrfargy, and 
^ndhills. 

The pariifa of Aghabog has five kikes ; that dear Leyf- 
borough demefne is larger than all the reft in the ba- 
rony, excepting the great kkes of Dawfon Grove; 
Leylborough is the only demethe in this parifli, and 
here is Johnfton's Bridge. The frads of bog to the eaft 
and weft cover a great deal of ground, and to the north- 
ward are alfo (bme very large patches. 

Ematris parifli^has the great lakes of Dawfon Grove, 
which divide this demefne from fitOamont foreft, and 
are alfo the bounds of this county and Cavan ; in this 
pariih is the town and demefne of Rockcorry, and the 
demefnes of Freamount and Maghernahiliy, and it ad- 
joins the town of CootehilU 

The demefne of Dawfon Grove, which is in this 
barony, and by far the moft magnificent iii the county, 
deferves particular attention. 

The extenfive lakes, which adorn this beautiful de- 
mefne, cover an trtftnenfc traft, and after branching 
with all the captivating irregularity and wildncfs of na- 
ture, through iflands delightfully wooded, wind oflF in a 
grand and fpacious river, whofe banks are highly drefTed, 

with 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE qOUNTY OF MONAGH AN. 1 1 9 

^idiora^niea^'plaQtatiQnsof the ricbeft foliage, aiid 
bound the demefne. How infiAitely fliort of thefe na^ 
tural beauties will artificial improvements appear, 
though arranged with the pureft tafte ; and the great 
undulation of the furface of thefe iflands,^which arc 
ck>thed with the nobleft timber, prefent to the view 
the appearance of ioimenfe ^forefb, and from this ex- 
ten/ive and unbounded range create an effect aftonilh- 
ingly fublimc. 

Along the grand (heet of water^ which ikirts the back 
lawn, is the greateft variety of feenea, the moft; pic- 
. turefque; and the viftas^ which are formed by the roman- 
tic difpofition of the iilands, fhew a fucceifion of views 
with all the fplendor of rural charms : one of thefe 
viftaS) particularly interefting, catches the eye in the 
new approach from Ck>otehiII, and as we come near this 
charming ifland, which affords (o captivating a vieWy 
the ivy and eglantine, twining from the majeftic oak, 
which is refle£ked from the clear mirror waihing its 
roots, form feftoons of the richeft foliage, and, in the 
contraft of their colours, prefent the happieft diveriity. 

Such are the prominent features of this charming fpot^ 
nor are there wanting interior artificial objeds of true 
magnificence to adorn fuch fplendid natural beauties. 

The view of the fine maufoleum, which peeps through 
the adjacent wood, has all that venerable and grand 
ciFcd^ which it was defigned to convey, and creates a 
melancholy farisfaflion in contemplating the virtues of 
that admirable charader, to whofe memory it is (acred & 

nor 
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nor (hall the excellent qualifications and genuine worth 
of lady Jane Dawfon be forgotten, when the fine fculp-^ 
ture, and elegant infcription of her monument, ihall 
have bowed to the dilapidation of trme> and crumbled 
in the dtift. 

The manfion pofleflcs all the interior convenience of 
an excellent and commodious family faoufe, but its ex- 
terior, which is by no means void of elegance, yet has 
too little magnificence for this fplendid demefne. 

The foil here is a very (hallow loam, covering an 
obftinate and ftiff clay, which is only redaimable by 
immenfe quantities of lime, or gravel, both of which 
revigorating manures are Ytty diftant, but the grafs is 
naturally luxuriant, and the verdure of the lawns 
(hews what the foil is equal to produce, though/ with a 
labour and expence, which I fear, no farming would re- 
pay. 

The new lodges, that fo highly ornament the ap- 
proaches, feem to reft on pillars of cut ftone, which 
are regularly placed under the roof, at the angles of the 
fquare, and (hew the correS and elegant tafte of the 
archite£^, who planned them* 

The magnificent demefne of Bellamont forcft, which 
well dcferves that diftinguifhing pre-eminence, forms 
the oppofite (hore of thefe charming lakes, and is 
viewed in all its fine variety of fcenery from Dawfon 
Grove ; perhaps there are no where to be feen two fuch 
grand demefnes, whofe great and natural beauties fo 
highly contribute to the reciprocal adorning of their 

fplendid 
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iplendid and fublime fcenery, and which to the eye of a 
ftranger feem but one unlimited^ and fpecious (Jemefiie. 
The Hne plantations of great exteiit, and the luxuriant 
fcreens, which are continually adding to thefe improve* 
ments, (hew a difplay of genuine taffe, and the elegant 
order, in which this whole demefne is preferved, makes 
Dawfon Grove rank high in the firft rate clafs of 
natural beauties, or artificial improvementSt which this 
favoured land can boaft of. On the demefne of 
Dawfon Grove, is a fchool, which was endowed by 
the late Lady Jane Dawfon, and forty pounds annually 
is allowed for cloathing and educating twelve children 
of all religious perfuafions. 

I muft not omit mentioning, that in this barony are 
fome excellent date quarries, on the eftate of Dodor 
Piunket of the dty of Dublin. I have feht a fample of 
the flate to the Dublin Society Houfe, and it is no fmdl 
proof of our inertnefs to improve the wealth, which is 
buried m our foil, that in this neighbourhood flates are 
fent for to very diftant places, and purchafed at confi* 
derable expence, when they might be had at (^ome on 
eafy terms, if this valuable quarry was properly workedr 
which it only requires to return a conliderkble profit. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IX. 



BARONY OF FARNEY OR DOKAIAOyNE, 

SECT. L 

jtgricuHun. 

THE foil of this diftri<3: will be found a rich Itcne- 
ftofie, generally fcattered on the furface, and in fome 
few places a deep clay, highly improveable by lime, 
grtvel, marie, or any calcareous manure. Bere is the 
more general corn crop of the country, or barley, Mdiere 
the foil is very nice s they fallow for wheat, but neidier 
this crop, nor oat3» are cultivated in any thing like the 
fame proportion as malting corn, which is all manufiu:- 
tyred at CarrickmatroTs. They pbugh with four 
horfes, or, in hilly parts, with three abreaft, and have a 
fine dry foil fit for tillage, which no weather will inter* 
rupt. Not one twentieth part of this barony is under 
feeding, though the ground is very rich, and dry, and 
well calculated for (heep-walks, when limed. Their 
courfe of crops commences with potatoes, of which 
they always take a fecond crop, next bere, after which 

they 
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they make a winter fallow for barley^ or ^ fummer's 
fallow for wheat, but very few fanners have a large 
crop of oats ; they commence again with the like fuc-* 
c^on, and manure for potatpes, only with the fccap* 
ings of every kind mixed with a compofl:, and with it 
confiderable quantities of lime. They all harn^ with 
collars and bames, and long traces, and keep no oxen 
for labour. Carrickmacrofs is their market town, and 
they have an excellent demand and £kir prices for all 
grain, or other produce of the farm. 

This diftri^Sk being almoft entirely in tillage, there is 
no green food cultivated but at Monalty, the feat of 
Norman Steele, Efq.; this gentleman has pradifed, 
with fuccefs, feeding with linfeed cake, which the cattle 
eat very greedily, and it foon fattens them ; the coft of 
the cake is ten pounds per ton, and a very fmall portion 
of hay IS required with but a little of this food : the 
greateft quantity of the richeft manure is thus produced, 
and the cattle fat in half the time they would on any 
other knowi^ diet. 

CARHOTS* 

No root is more nutritioiis than carrots, and all cat«< 
tie are extremely fond of them ; with hogs they agree 
particularly, and will fat them as quickly as any food, 
and their flefli has an excellent flavour, and is very firm. 
The light loams here would be very favourable to this 
branch of bu(bandry. They ihould be fowed about the 

beginning 
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ning of April, and always hoed once or twice, to die 
diftance of about four inches afunder ; they grow tQ 
the fize of fix or feven inches in girth, and double that 
, in length. The foil requires to be very loofe, and well 
tilled, with a little manure ; hogs could not get cheaper 
food, and, if put on very lean, they will be fat in lefs 
than a month. By hoeing them, the plants are cut 
away to the required diftance, and they mu$ be care- 
fully and duly weeded. 

Horfet will alfo work on them, as well as on corn, 
and look uncommonly well ; the great advantage in this 
root is, that it cannot foil by the fly, which is (o inju« 
Tiou$ to turnips, nor will it rot) which fo often deftroys 
the beft crops df cabbage. 

Sect. 2. Pafture, 

Is luxuriant in herbage, and very found, but, in a dry 
feafon, is not fo profitable as tillage, confequently, but 
little engaged in. They do not breed even a fuiEciency 
of cattle at home for the finall proportion of lands under 
graft,' but purchafe in the county of Louth, which ad- 
joins them, and alfo in Connaught fairs. Monalty is 
the only place in the barony where ^they ftall feed^ Milch 
' cows only are houfed, although their paffures have but 
very poor flielter. Clover naturally is produced after 
limeing, and the grafs is rich, and very fweet, but only 
heavy in wet feafons. Latterly fome rye-grafs and tre«. 

foil 
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foil have been fowo,^ auid agree very well with this (dSL 
Though but little of their ground is under dairy, yet 
«very iarnaeri who has a cow or two, will contrive to 
fave a finall tub of butter, which is purcfaafed in Carrkk* 
macrofs on eonuniffion, and fent frcHn thence to Newry 
for the jpfpvifion trade. 

They imve no wool for (ale, but purchafe as much as 
fopplies tf\eir own wear, having amongft themfclv^ a 
coa&derabk.woollen manu£iAure, equal to their coor 
fumption, but never dtfpofe of any of it One or two 
of each fiamily are generally woollen xx linen weavers ; 
of the latter is the majority* At Carrickmacroft there 
is a demand for afl hides and tallow hrou^t to market, 
where they are extenfively manufaAured. 

SAINFOIN, 

TJiis. excellent ' grafs yields a fine pafture, and 
gives good^ crops of hay : the firft year it is always 
grazed, and is fowed with four buOiels and a half to the 
acre- It may be fown in with corn crops, and willlaft 
for ten or twelve years in great vigour. It roots very 
deepi piercing often from ten to twenty feet below the 
furface. As the roots of grafles imbibe, and draw the 
DKHfture downwards, we find that the furfiice, which 
yields fuftenance to corn crops, is, in this hufoandry, the 
leafl adjvdy employed, as com, being the moft fuper- 
ficial of all growths, more particularly exhaufts the foil 

of 
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-iff 'its juices. Sainfoin Is fowed ^ advance after a 
ricar turnip fallow, and yields hear fdtir tooS'Oif ;hay to 
the acre. Farmer^ in England will often h^^^boye an 
fnindred keres of iitns valuable grafs. ArtifiG{a^))afftures 
are tow fo fcnfibly valued, that,* in all-«drfl Ikifbandfy, 
they are introduced, as meliorating 'the ft^l, and^rcveftt* 
^ngtte erfiattfting of Ac land by repcaitdcsiippiftgs of 
gi^n; nor is there any brankrh of hu(taiidry,Hr}tfl;h^|ias 
imparted fuch iFaloable information^ add^appyi^^oofe^ 



The fize of farms, on thefe two great eftates, which, as 
I have before fhewn, comprize nearly the whole of this 
extenfive barony, will be found to avisrage, on Mr, 
Sherley's property, about fix acres, and about ten on 
that of the Marquis of Bath : fome feW^ niiy ^hold 
twenty acres. A very extraor-dinary mode of tehure ifc 
here praaifed, of fetting perhaps' ohe, two, ordwc 
whole town lands, in one demife, to blithe occtipiefs of 
the land, who may be from twenty to thirty joBttlcflees. 
This may certainly be a favlng to the tSmahfts,* of the 
cxpence of leafcs, who, on one eftate, may amount to 
three thoufand in number, bat it gives the I'arfdlortl a 
very great controul, as every tenant in the -town laftij, 
"being jointly or fevetaJfy bound, is liable fo liare his 
land drove for the rent, arrears, or hanging gale of the 

whole» 
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lAale* The comf»tete dottiiaibft^of At lan(ll<»l iMf 
fhofe, irtio f>e«som^ his t^nant^ ^dr m^if bs ffffp^ 
ftykd bis vftjf&ls^is very tfHttttySMt W pcmet^isftut^^ 
ple> at all times, in redncing^4i(0t4oAy to^b|i&lM«8 
Tdkiiigithe ttiea» ^veiage/of flle<«(Mb'batt)ib]r^ '^vQt iod 
tkic few hs^mon^ hy nius vf^iis^^'Im^te^iii^helrWfi ptl& 
feffioii dbow liv^ ^r &>c acretf of laud, ypktn^ef'fzj 
tto'r rwi^ 4c k a)#af8 talten of^ acjijdiiit,t Ml tistt «eifaiit> 
who lift fttjKi,. i^ecs « VKceipc i^fkist Vfhdt* - Tte tcvik 
tt fhcCe hdbS'flii&ver exceeds twentyc^^ne yearb^i wtieo a 
life frail be added^ the frecholdefiisf <iiiis ccfumy mof 
be'encreafii jpydiree ts four tidoiiiiuid, in tbis ode ba* 
ronjr^ ; Tke teteite^fe^ atl tftsEes^-^ut quit and crcMMi 
r^u 'A codkbnUe <qu»ieit:y of * tbefe lands are titled 
nvith the f(mde» fb^that one horfe' wiU be found co be the 
proportion to ten acres. Fields are very finall, generally 
from two to four acres, but not well divided, yet much 
better fenced than formerly, and their cabins have a 
much more comfortable appearance. On Lord Bath's 
t&aie the fences are evidently ^the beft^ and all have 
been lately ^utcked, which wH foon (hew a fide fheltet, 
tad gtye^f^' part df die coufftry an' ^^aran6e df wood, 
^hich- it is now void of. I:«ord Bftth 'very pffdpcrly al- 
lows 40/i annually for the pcifcMifingof qtiicks^'tb 'he 
diftrlbuted to his tenanti-y. DfWniiig fs eaffly accbm- 
j^iflxed ; they have good fe!rs, and ftrong ground, and a 
great part of the "barony' abounds with ftones; Mr. 
Steel has drained, gravelled, and burnt a tra6^bf^ moor, 
*and has^taken a regular fucceffionr of gi-ecn crops,- which, 

aftcf 
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after faftving for a year or two produced good'ftiea&KWPy 
ha^L.now returned tb its original eoaxk hcrh^e> andi 
again Axtmn up all the oatural aqueous plants ; but it: 
«MciitIy\faas^ n6t been fufficiently drained* 
, 1 nevpr &w a moofy Jbat was properly manured^ biit 
ci»ttinuAd:t<>gtVe.thet)^.aiid pureft herbage. Tbeilf 
draii^ ve always feft.opeoi. Made. is a. powerful ma^ 
nure bei:e» and> wben ploughed into tbe ci>rii lands, hafs 
thet beft effed i it is found in great .quantities in the 
mooi^ afid low lands^, .Lime does: not .aitfwcr>.63dce|^ 
nixed with chfj or.bog-ibiflF) and then k is laXui^ and 
lafting manure* They faura in great quankkiiis^} bull the 
sfhes lofe the efFed^ and an exbaufled^tor'^b year .or 
two* Lime is only applied to its pureiiaiiMxed fiatei on 
deep clay grounds, or thoTe widt a cold gritty Ibil. /: 



HOtLY FENCES. 



There is no fence more efFedual than holly, and. it 
will grow boft) 'if taken tranfplanted fro^i. the feed bed; 
if preferyed for two or three years, it i^ill be f^fijciemly 
firong, out of all danger of cattle ; it.is. computed to 
glow fix inches after being tranfplanted', the firft.year; 
eighteen inches the ftcmd; two jfeet the third ; and 2^ 
foot for every year after, for ten or twelve years* Dur- 
ing this time it fpreads confiderably, and furniQies on 
every fide, throwing out ftrcmg prickles^ smd^ lyipgiyeif 
clofe tp the ground : it feldom fucceeds fron^icuttings, 

but 
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but will never hil from the feed-bed. The plants (hould 
be carefully weeded the two firft feafons, and hoed, 
which will greatly forward their growth. 



Sect. 4. General Subje^fs. 

The population muft be neceffarily very great, when 
the lands are parcelled out in fo (inall portions. Car- 
rickmacrofs is the only town in the barony, nor is there 
any village. This town has an excellent market for 
grain, and is extremely well built ; it is on the joint 
eftate of the Marquis of Bath and of Mr. Shirley. The 
building plots are never fet longer than for thirty- one 
years, and there is no fuch thing as a life tenure here, 
on either of thefe great eftates, which nearly comprize 
this extenfive barony, and amount to about 40,000 
acres, except fome land, fet in perpetuity for about 600/. 
per annum, which was let by the late Marquis of Bath. 
Notwithftanding thefe difcouraging leafes, I know no 
town, which has a better appearance of wealth, and great 
bufinefs. Malting corn is the greateft purfuit here, 
and they pay immenfe fums annually in excife. In this 
town it is computed, that no lefs than 1,500/. weekly, 
from the firft of January to the firft of May, is paid for 
pigs. The pig-jobbers and the Newry butchers as 
rcfgularly attend this market, as the linen markets are 
frequented by the merchants; the pigs are all bought for 
VOL, II. I the 
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the provifion trade, arid exported from Newry. For 
fome time in the bufy feafon, horfos are purchafed here^ 
to the amount of 500/. per week> and the fale of cows 
may average 400/. 

A confiderable quantity of yarn is fold in the market, 
and, for fome time, were webs alfo, but that trade is 
now difcontinued, Carrickmacrofs lying too remote 
from the towns, which the merchants conftamly frequent. 

The centre of the main ftreet of this town is the line 
of divifion be'tween the two eftatcs, and the market- 
houfc ftands on both properties. Th© church is a very 
neat and ornamental building, with a handfome fteeple, 
and ftands fronting the main ftreet j it contributes very 
much to the engaging appearance of this very handfome 
. town. Here is alfo an excellent brewery. 

The habitations in this barony are warm, though 
mean. In fome parts of Donomaync parifh fuel is rather 
fcarce, and here they will fooneft feel the want of it : in 
other places through the barony, there Ls no deficiency. 
Their cloathing is a warm but coarfe frize, made at 
home, and ftuflF had from Connaught: the peafantry 
are almoft all clad well with ftioes and ftockings > their 
food potatoes and oatmeal; they have milk in abun- 
dance, but they never ufe their butler j it is all fold in 
Carrickmacrofs. 

Average price of meal, for fevcn years back, lar* 
per cwt.; of potatoes, au/. per fton^^ a barrel of which 
contains thirty-two ftone. In this average the two lat- 
ter fcarce years are not. taken into accounts 

la 
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In thefb linall farms there is litde paid for labour, as 
the leoant's £unily is always able to compars the work of 
hk own plot. . The few gentry, who refide, pay from 
lOd. to IX. per day through the year. Tithe is very 
rcafonably eftimated by the incumbent, but the tithe far- 
mers are in many inflances oppreffitre and fevere ; they 
have no modus, but annually value the crops. The 
roads and bridges arc in good repair } the old roads are 
extremely hilly : on the Bath eftate they have now feme 
excellent and well planned new roads. Thofe, which 
were made no later than twenty years ago, refled no 
credit on the miferable engineers, who chofe the (iieepeft 
hills for the fake of a ftraight line, and left the valleys 
untouched^ through which a level line might be ea/ily 
found. That part of the barony, which ranges next 
Cremourne, would not produce good here or barley, 
and oats is the principal crop. The barley and wheat 
ground is much more confiderable, and lies contiguous 
to Carrickmacrofs. A coal mine has been difcovered 
on Mr. Shirley's eftate, and above two tons were raifed, 
which were of moft excellent quality, and lay very near 
the furface, after which fome expence was incurred in 
linking a' (haft, but the proprietor chofe to ihut it up. 
To the adjoining county of Louth this would prove 
a valuable difcovery, if permitted to be worked, and 
would doubtlefs pay very well ; the freeftone quarries, 
and the mineral tinge of the water, which iflues from 
them, fliew a great indication of coal here, and many 
finall veins of coal appear. Specie is moil generally the 
I 2 currency. 
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currency; all the pigs and the corn are paid for in 
fuch. The great fupply of coin, the quantity. of fuel, 
and the advantage of the excellent market of Carrick- 
macrofs, all feem .very encouraging for the eftablifhrnent 
of a manufa^ory ; the only bar in the vtray appears to 
be the very limited term of leafes. In this barony are 
feveral oatmeal mills, but they have no, good falls, or 
fupplies of water; in the neighbouring county of Louth 
are many, which this diftrid has all the advantage of. In 
the planning of mlUs^ it ought to be confidered, whether 
they may not be of more detriment than fer vice, where 
the nature of the ilte does not favour their ereAion. An 
old mill here was lately demolifhed, by which means 
were regained five hundred acres of land, that was over- 
flowed from the dams, that were made to keep up the 
fupply of water; and the entire value of the concern 
was not worth a twentieth . part of the land it rendered 
ufelefs. Except at Monalty, there is fcarce anyappe^r* 
ance of wood, but here is fome old timber, and very 
neat fcreens and pleafure-grounds : the. new approach 
will be handfome, and the young plantations beyond 
the road will have a very pretty efFeft. At Rock- 
Savage, InniHceen, and Donamoyne, there are ,alfo a 
few trees, but no grofs timber. I think there is a good 
deal of this barony very fit for the cultivation of hemp, 
which ought to be encouraged. There are no nurferies 
for trees nearer than GoUon in the county of Louth, 
and timber is no where here for fale, but had from Dun- 
dalk for building, or at a greater diftancc for country 

work. 
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work. This diftri£l cannot be (aid to have a profufion 
of bog, and they have fcarce any wafte lands. In the 
ibutherlj parts are fome grafs lands, which are excellent, 
and here the farms are confiderably more extenfive. 
Three miles to the eaftward of Carrickmacrofs, on the 
town lands of Drumlaft, on the eftate of the Marquis 
of Bath, the north fide is mountainous, and of a cold 
gritty day, and the fouth fide all ma'rley. Here, all fur- 
veyors have agreed of the great variation of the needle, 
in an uncommon degree, which is probably occafioned 
by fome hidden mineral that a(Fe6^s it. The men here 
sure very induftrtous, and manufaAure is more purfued 
towards the borders of the barony, where the land is 
poor. They fow all -the flax, whi<;h they manufacture, 
and nearer to Louth they are very much engaged in 
journeywork ; the merchants in Drogheda, and alfo 
in the northern toiyns, give them yarn to weave at 
home, which they return in web. The linen trade has 
here beeri encreafed twenty fold in twenty years. The 
women are not fo induftrioufly inclined as in the north*- 
cm part of the county ; they nuke but a flothful ap- 
pearance, and are feldom met without a petticoat on their 
ihoulders, which they wear in all weathers, and which, I 
am told, is particularly made for the purpofe of a cloak. 
They all fpeak the Englifh and Iriih languages fluently 
enough. 

Marie is not fufficiently ufed in manure, though 
many town lands abound with it, andjthe pits conuin a 

treafur^ 
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•treafare, for which thefe gronads are pining: ia thv 
deeper pits it is generalljr found more pure. 

Clover is very much fown for foil and pafture, an4 is 
off in a year or two ; few fmall knsten but fow « good 
deaj of it. Mr. Steele has fiiewn cheoi the exam^e of 
favin? the feed on very eafy terms, having employed 
feme children to pull the heads when fuljly ripe, and, 
for a few (hillings, be collected as much feed as would 
have coft above twenty guineas. Near Carrick the 
ground is particularly good for tlUage : I fliall (bew a 
remarkable inftante of its fertility, as well as of tta« 
great price of corn. A farmer fold from a fingle aci^ 
laft year> thirty-eight guineas worth of corn, and ira- 
mediately after fowed cabbage, the plants of which, in 
Ae next fpring, he fold for twenty guineas. This man's 
rent was but tos. per acre ; dedud his (eedy and all ex* 
pences : the return of one acre amounlfcd to above fifty 
guineas clear profit. 

This extenfive diftri6t can be more minutely de- 
fcribcd, as (o few proprietors enjoy it. The eftate ©f 
Mr. Shirley contains 18,690 plantation acres, and 
1)ranches into every parifti in the barony, except In* 
nifkeen, and is bounded by the counties of Cavan, 
Louth, and Meath ; three hundred and fifty of thefe 
acres are under lakes, and about one-fifth of the lands 
are of a limeftone foil. At the time of the divifion of 
this farm from the Bath eftate, which originally were 
joined, it is fuppofcd a fair partition of the property was 
made; the better lands being kept by the Bath family, 

and 
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and to this efiate given the greater number of acres, as 
the circumference of it will be found to exceed thirty 
Iriih miles. 

The eftate, which the Matquis of Bath enjoys here, 
contains I3>95S plantation acres, about ^80 of which are 
in hkt and bog, and branches into each parifh, but that 
of IVfagheracIoon, and has but one town land in Innif- 
* Ideen. This eftate exceeds twenty miles in circumfer* 
eoce, and one-fourth of it has a limeftone foil. 

In Innifkeen are two very fmall denominations ; the 
proprietors are Lord Louth and Lord Ludlow, but 
Ihefe branch with this parilh into the county of Louth : 
the remaining part of Innifkeen is all church property, 
and the whole of the church lands in this barony amount 
to 5000 acres, which belong to the Primate, and the fee 
of Clogher. 

Mr. Brownlow, I'have already faid, h^s 20DO acres 
in fee-farm perpetuity, from Lord Effex, for, 40/. an- 
nually. 

The fouth-eaft part of this barony is by fer the beft, 
and very fit for Iheeprwalk. The northern fide of the 
feills is beft, where the foil is limeftone ; the fouthern, 
where it is of clay anJ grit. 

This cxtenfive barony was originally granted by 
Qoeen Elizabeth to the Earl of Effex, and with it a de- 
nomination called IflandMagee; no fuch' place being 
now known here, perhaps it was that of the fiune name, 
in the county of Anuim; but this whole grant was 
l^terwards forfeited by the £arJ^ az)d let in fee farm to 

another 
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another perfon, whofe name was Barton, for two thou- 
fand pounds annually ; but he not being able to pay (o 
large a Aim in the troubles, that then prevailed in Ice- 
land, he had the leafes cancelled, and the whole coun- 
try was then granted to another Earl of Effex, (except- 
ing the church lands) and by family connection from 
thence defcended to the prefent poflfeflbrs. 

The town of Carrickmacrofs was originally Magh- 
erofs, and was founded by Rofs, the fon of Rofs (a^ 
famous Irifli chieftain), on, a white rocky which is in 
the Irifli language a Carricque, fo that its derivation ap« 
pears to be the Town of the Son of Rofs. 

In the reign of Queen Anne, a fchool was founded 
here anno X711, by Lord Weymouth, and a fund ap- 
propriated for the payment of tbe*mafter : notwithftand- 
ing this endowment was duly perfefled, and a houfe 
and land conveyed to truftces for the ufe of the fchoo), 
yet there is not one child educated, although the falary, 
houfe, &c. is enjoyed. This is really a grievance, dc* 
ferving particular inveftigation, and will be found to 
prevail too often in. many parts of Ireland, where the 
benevolent intention of the founder is fo grofsly mif^ 
applied. , 

I {ball here give the heads of the original (latutes of 
the fchool, to fhew the great powers, which the vifitors 
poffefs, of enforcing the original laws, which perhaps 
they are ftrangers to. 



|I£AP9, 
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HEADS. 

I ft Statute — ^Ordaining> that a mafter fliall be ever ap« 
pointed over £ud fchool, who (hall have been a graduate 
of an Englilh or Irilh univerfity, a layman, or if in 
orders, fhall hold no benefice or cure, and (hall not have 
leave of abfence from his fchool longer than five weeks 
in each year, which ever muft be fubjed: to the permiC- 
fion of the vifitors. 

2ind. That the mafter fliall be chofen by Lord Wey« 
mouth, his heirs, and aiSgnSf under approbation of the 
vifitors. 

3rd. That the fcholars ihall be taught all modern and 
ancient languages. 

4th. That an uiher fhall be nominated by the mafter, 
and approved by vifitors. 

5th. That there fliall be no appointment nor orders 
made by mafter or uiher, without fpecial permiffion of 
the vifitors. 

6th. That the children on the eftate fliall be taught 
gratis. 

7th. Infedious pupils to be fent away. 

8th. No barring out permitted, if any, the offenders 
fMl be expelled. 

9th. For the prefervation of defks, furniture, &c. 
. loth. Regulating the hours of attendance^ and permit-*- 
ting a play day ^to be purchafed for the fum of five fliil* 
Upgs^ which the mafter is to give to the beft fcholar. 

nth. 
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iitb. Prayers daily to be react in the family. 

1 2th. Providing for Sundays duties, church and ca- 
techifm. 

13th. A r^gifier of the fcholars torbekept, ^nd th6ir 
li^hialion in life, 

14th. Matter's fatary, fevctity pounds Britifli. 

15th. OWiging the mafter to keep the 'fchool in re- 
pair. 

i6th. Nominating the vifitors, who are, the Lot^ 
Primate, Vice- Chancellor of the Uitiverfity in Irdand, 
the Bifhop of Ciogher, the Provoft Of Trintty College, 
all for the time being ; two of them, at leaft, ^all hold 
3' viHtation in fummer, and make enquiries, reguls^ 
4ions, &c. 

17th. If the vifitors fhall find the mafter ncgligerit 
of his duty, or guilty of any improprtety, they ifhall 
under hand and feal acquaint the patron, who is bound 
to remove or expel him, and appoint a fucceffor, 

1 8th. Contains the fignature and approbation of the 
patron, acknowledging and confirming all the ftatutes, 
under Which thev are confirmed by patent. 

How far thefe rules are adhered to, may be judged, 
when it is known, that the mafter of the fchodl, t}r the 
perfon enjoying Ae houfe, land, felary, &c. is a ciergy- 
man^ pofiefling a benefice of fix hundred pounds an* 
nual value, and has not either ufher or ichotar. 

Not having the pleafure of knowing this gentleman, 
be cannot wnpcive, that any other motive ^dtuates me 

in 
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in this difciofurei bat that of giving a fair and candid 
reprefentatton of fads : to withhold them, I iboMj in 
this cafe, confider a particular breach of my duty, nor 
from his good charader and fortune, can it be fuppofed, 
he would wifli to give the leaft oppofition to Ihe full 
force of the ftatutes being carried into execution, which, 
doubdefs, both the patron and the vifitors would, from 
their Iqve for the furtherance of literature, be happy to 
attend to. 

This barony contains five pariihes, as follows :— * 
The pariih of Magherofs has four large lakes, and 
thirteen kifer ones, and alfo four extenfive bogs, the 
town of Carrickmacrofi, and the demefne of Lifiniflc, 
with the glebe of Derryolim -, the village of Ballytrean 
bounds it on Cremourne fide, and its bounds extend to 
, within one mile of Shercock, in die county of Cavan ; 
the glebe of this parifh contains one hundred acres, and 
it has alfo a parfonage. There is a modus in this pariih 
of fixpcocc, for any quantity of hay, in the payment of 
tithe. 

The pariffi of Donaghmoyne Weft has two extea^ 
five, and three IcfTer lakes: except to the weft ward of 
this pariih, there is a lackage of bog; it has no town or 
village* but the demcfncs of Longfield, Rahens, and 
Vicarfdale, where there is a caflle in ruins ; one town 
land, called die Butter Cake, was fuppofed to have 
been glebe, and is now in the pof&ffion of die Moor 
family, who enjoy one third of the tithes of Maghe- 

roft 
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rofs and of this parifli, and two thirds of the titbe of 
Magheracloony. 

The parilh of Donaghmoyne Eaft, united to the prt- 
cedingy and now rated as one only> has fix fmall lakes, 
and bog well partitioned throughout, and has Rock- 
favage, Annageril and Calgogh demefnes ; thefe united 
pariihes have an hundred acres of. glebe, and a parfo- 
"nage. This parifli has both a grit and limeftone foil, is 
almoft all under tillage, and has fome excellent flax 
lands ', a great part is very fit for (beep walk, but now $ 
under malting corn. 

Magheracloony pari(h has two extenfive lakes^ and 
the river, which divides it from Magherofs, rifing foutb, 
'and branching through the north and weft diftri£b of 
the parifl), in two directions; it has alfo nine leffer 
lakes, three of ^ which arc not inconfiderable ; the 
northern part of the parifli is not well fupplied with 
bog ; the demefne of Dawfon Lodge, and the caftle of 
Maghernacligh are here, and the glebe at Camachy 
contains thirty acres, and a parfonage. One hundred and 
fifty acres of this parifli, which now pay ^e(s to this 
county, formerly paid it to the county of Meath, and 
are the propertyjof Mr. Garfton, in the county of Louth, 
and fet in perpetuity ; here is a good houfe and de- 
mefne. ■ } .. 

That part of Killaney parifli, which is in this ba- 
rony, hath one very extenfive lake, which narrows to 
the centre^ fo that a bridge crofles it, on the old road to 

Ardee, 
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Ardee : it haS) befidfes, twelve fmaller lakes and a hrge 
tra£l of bog to the fouth and eaft ; on its borders, eaft^ is 
Dfumfcrucy glebe, of an hundred acres, and Effex 
Ford ; the parfonage is in the county of Louth ; the 
demefnes of Monalty and Aghafad are alfo in this parifli. 
That part of Innilkecn-parifli, which is in Farney, 
touches on tv^o other counties, viz. Arihagh and Louth. 
A very rapid river interfeSs the parifii, running through 
thefe two counties,' and divides Eaft Donamoyne from 
this parifli, and alfo along the extent of that pari(b, 
from Armagh county ; it is very fcanty of bog, but has 
the demefnes of Candlefort, Lattaghtagh, and Drum- 
fervin ; this pariib has forty acres of glebe, and a par- 
fonage, but full one third of this and the preceding 
parifli is in the county of Louth. 

At Inniikeen ftands a round tower, which differs 
from all thofe I have feen, as the door is on the level 
with the furface ; it has alfo a window, and it is by no 
means- fo high as the tower at Clones. Contiguous to 
it is a circular mound, enclofed with lime and fione 
walls, and has fome refemblance to that near Agh« 
avoe, in the Queen's county. 

I Here is alfo an excellent ftone bridge of five arches, 
near the church of Inniflceen, and crofles the river, 
which falls from the lakes at Caftleblaney, already fpoken 
of. 

This country abounds with numerous Daniflx forts, 
which would have a very pretty effcS, if planted, as 

they 
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they lie very Mgh) and a complete chain of them riitis 
through Ae centre of the baroiqr, from eaft to weft ; 
fooie of thefe are encircled wicb ftone walls^ and flievr 
fome veftiges of ftrong works. 

Near Carrickmacrofe, is one of thefe great Dmidical 
temples, which are feen in feme parts of Ireland* It 
conilfts of an oblong mound of earth, which widens 
to the centre, and is there twenty feet acrofs ; at eidier 
end it meafures but eight feet, and is an hundred feet 
long. This mound was indofed with great oUong 
ftones, fet up on an end ; a good deal of it has been 
deftroyed for the fake of the limeflone, which furrounds 
it. 

It may not be unacceptable to % a. few words of the 
quondam village of Blackftaff, which is now no more. 
This village was compofed of about two hundred mife- 
r2d>le cabbins, and its fite was in the centre of five 
hundred acres of a great range of bog, heath, and im»- 
menfe rock, which altogether had as gloomy and for- 
bidden a view, as could be prefented to the eye ; the 
diftri£t around thefe habitations was fo wretched, fo lately 
as ten years ago, that it had never been attempted to be 
cultivated ; and the poor people, who inhsd^ited them, each 
had then a very limited portion of la^d, at a confidera- 
ble diftance from Bhckftaff. A curious law prevailed 
in this village for centuries, and was always implicitly 
attended to, until the colony were difperfed, and their 
huts levelled. On a particular day,.aQnttally, all the in^ 

habitants 
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habitants met tpgeth^,, and chofe froaii:amongft them- 
ii?Ivefra mayor or cbjef nyagiftrate^ to whom was en- 
txuOted thp c;^-e of t^^ MiHag^). and he was invefted 
with dife ppw^f and authority, to maintain order aod 
proper ^oiidaft amqn^ his fdlow cititen^. This po* 
tentate decided all quarrels and difputes, and there ne- 
ver was an inftance known of an appeal from his decree, 
fb impartially was juftice adminiftered. The only qua- 
lification for this oiSce was the largeft potatoe garden, 
whofe occupier was fure to be elected mayor ; his fees 
of office, on any application, was a bottle of whifltey, 
which he always invited the difputants to partake of 
with him, that he might fee them friends again ; and it 
fo happened, whether from the little quarrels of his 
neighbours, or their love for conviviality, fo much of 
his time had he to devote to the joys of the bottle, that 
his potatoe garden was neglefled during his mayoralty, 
and never was there an inftance of his enjoying it for 
two fucceffive years. It is not a little extraordinary, 
that fo implicit an obedience was paid to his decidons, 
that the neighbouring magiftrates had never any trouble 
from this quarter. 

The inconvenient diftance of their habitations from 
their farms, and the danger of allowing fo many fami- 
lies in clofe compact in the late difturbed times, occa- 
i^oned the neceffity of difperfing them, and cabins 
having been rebuilt on their feveral farms, they were 
reluSantly obliged to abandon their favourite village, 

which 
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which they loog had clung to with all the inherent 
fondnels^ which attaches human nature to our native 
foil ; nor has their patriotifm been extinguiflied, as they 
yet frequently vifit its dear remains, and on the ruins 
of BlackftafF, they ftill cdebrate their ancient fports and 
paftimes. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 



BAROlfV OF TStOUGH. 

SECTION I. 

Jgricuhure. 

THIS is by far the pooreft barony* in the county, the 
foil being an ungrateful ftiff yellow clay, of a poor 
fpongy loam, covering a cold* ^rit, fcarce any appear- 
ance of limcftone ; the peafantry are numerous, their 
tulture is not without exceffive and manual labour, and 
Che fcanty produce of the ground dearly earned. Pota<« 
toes and oats. are their only crops; they have no oxen, 
and but very few horfes j all their implements of huf- 
bandry are of the commoneft kind, Monaghan, which 
is but an indifferent market, is the neareft town, and 
having no flieep, they n^ver cultivate any green food 
for winter. Except with the few gentry who refide 
here, fome of whom have taken much pains in the im- 
provement of agriculture, and will be juft now fpoken 
of, there is nothing to be feen but the moft difcourag- 
ing foil, and great poverty among the peafants . 

VOL. Iir.. K DRILL 
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DRILL HUSBANDRY^ 

The great advantage of drill hulbandry, which is 
capitally performed by the annexed plan of Cooke's pa- 
tent drill tnachii)e^, is fliewn in many inftances, but 
in none more particularly than in the faving of the feed, 
as it requires full one half Icfs than the ufual way of 
fcattering with the hand. In examining this procefs, it 
has more and more, to recommend it-; for the great cx- 
aSnefs, with which <he feed . is introduced into the 
ground, leaves that part betweert the driHs receiving a 
high preparation,: by fallow, againft t)|e fucceeding 
year, which can be done by changing the drills into laft 
year's furrows, and in fowing turnip feed it is particu- 
larly ufefuj ; asby carefully mixing two. pounds of feed 
with about four or five.cart loads of aflies, and putting 
it, after this preparatidn, into the hopper. of the plough 
the feed is thMS lapped: up in its natural manure, as it is 
fowed in, and the hoig has roon^ to .operate ; this plough 
has alfo the advantage of making the drills, to any re- 
quired diftapce afunder, fo that the <?rpp may be eafily 
horfe hoed. It is ;Wdl known, that ji very confider- 
ablc faving could be ma^e in the article of fsedy 
were this mode pra<aifedi .in prefereqce to fowing in 
the broad caft, and here all weeds are more eafily root- 
ed out, with half the expenfe ; befides, corn fowed in 

drills 

• For references fee the conclufi6n. . . 
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drills will never lod^e, which is a matter of fo great im- 
portance. The only obje£tion againft drill hufbandry 
muft be the difficulty of procuring labourers equal to 
work the machines: as to the plough here given, it 
feems equal to anfwer the whole procefs which ma- 
chinery could efFcft. 



Sect. i. Pafture. 

The pafture is cold, and a poor fpiry grafs, and the 
nearer we approach to the Slieve-Baught mountains, 
the worfe it grows. The breed of cattle is ftunted and 
very coarfe^ and have had no pains taken in their im- 
provement, yet they are excellent for the pail, when 
brought down to more luxuriant grafs. They are total 
ftrangers to artificial graiTes ; their meadows are late, 
and yield a coarfe ftrong hay* As to hides, wool, or 
tallow, they have neither manufacture amongft thern^ 
nor the means of fupplying it. 



RYE, TIMOTHY-GRASS. 

Independent of the value of rye for the grain^ it can 
be cultivated to great advantage for foiling cattle, to be 
cut green, it will alfo feed (hccp extremely well in 
fpring. 

K 2 Timothy- 
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Timothy-grafs is a very excellent and a lafting kerb« 
age, and can be fowed with corn ; the hay it yields it 
but coarfe, but the crop is very abundant, yet not early 
in pafturage, and is powerfully nutritious : it may alfe 
be fowed in drills, and requires to be wdl hoed and 
weeded in its early ftate. 



Sect. 3. Farms. 

Arb in no larger proportion than thofe mentioned be- 
fore, except on the mountain, where they contain forty 
or fifty acres. The cabins through the coontry are 
ivretchedly bad> and a few peafants have the comfort <tf 
a cow. The women labour much in the fields, and 
handle the fpade very dexterouily ; they alfo fpih a great 
deal of yarn, which is fold in Monaghan. Fences are 
fcarcely at all attended to, and their manure confifts of 
every kind of ftifF clay, dung, &c., which can be 
fcraped together; it is all devoted to potatoe agriculture^ . 
and carried out on the backs of the poor people, who 
cannot afford to keep a faorfe, for the ufe of their little 
farm. 

MANURES. 

In making oompofts of manure, it fhould be ob* 
ferved, that a layer of dung and lime (hould never come 
in contad; as they are both of fo hot a nature, they 

burn> 
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fturO) rather than impart gradual heat. Englifh far- 
mers, who have ftudied thefe matters with great atten- 
tion, are fond of the following compoft: they firft 
ipread a thin layer of ftable dung, next, one of the pureft 
earth they can get, which is covered with a layer of 
lune, the ikme earth again, and, alternately, dung, 
earth, and lime. This heap is made in winter ; the 
next fumnier it is cut down perpendicularly, and turned 
twice, and, in the following winter, turned again; when 
it is confidered as having lain long enough^ and fuffi« 
ciently incorporated for ufe. It will be found a fafe 
manure for corn of any kind, and an excellent top- 
dreffing. Even fliallow foils, with limeftone bottoms, 
when covered with a ftratum of this^ have given good ^ 
potatoes, /in a dry feafon, which, without it, would 
fcarcely have produced at all ; and, when the feafon was 
rainy, no finer produce could be yielded, equal to 160 
barrels to the acre. 



Sect. 4. General SubjeSfs. 

This country is lefs populous than any part of Mo- 
naghan : feme of the roads are extremely bad, and, not- 
withfianding the many difadvantages it labours under, 
yet will thofe lands bring from twenty to thirty fhiHings 
per acre, on which the poor tenants toil inceflantly, and 
might be faid to fiarve rather than to live^ were it not 

for 
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for their manuiadure. Scarcely a cabin is without a 
loom or two, and webs are brought to market from 
hence to Armagh and Monaghan. Wages are high, 
feldom le(s than is. per day, but there is little demand 
for labour. Oatmeal averages 12s. per cwt, and pota- 
toes 2^(L per ftone. Tithe is valued every year, and 
may be about 6s. per acre, the average for oats. Con- 
tiguous to the town of Glaflough is a good brewery, 
from whence the neighbourhood is well fupplied. The 
roads are narrow, hilly, and in indiiFei-ent repair, except- 
ing the high road from Monaghan. The country is 
tolerably well watered, but there is no eftablifhed fifhery. 
The linen manufaSure is rapidly encreafing, and the 
chief dependence of the people ; they have alfo excellent 
potter*s-clay, and there is a pottery in the town of Lif- 
goa, near Glailough, for coarfe ware, from which all the 
neighbouring fairs and markets are fupplied ; the clay is 
ftiff, and a very deep yellow. After having mixed the 
clay well into a flifF compoft, it is moulded on a plane 
wheel, fet in a horizontal pofition, which is turned by a 
fecond perfon; they then apply litherage of lead, 
pounded, and mixed with manganefe and lead melted, 
until it pulverizes; after having dipped the ycBt\ in 
water, with which cow-dung is mixed^ to make the ad- 
hefion of the lead the greater, it is drudged with the 
powder, and baked, when it becomes thus glazed ; the 
lead is pulverized by conftant ftirring over the fire, after 
it is melted, but the caldron, in which it is melted, mu& 
be of iron, and the lead ftirred alfo with an iron rod: they 
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ornament this rude ware with verdigreafe, and the fine 
clay had from Cairn-more, which here cods lox. the 
finall load, brought down in baikets acrofs the baclc of 
an horfe : the potter alfo fcrapes rude figures on thefe 
veflels, before they are baked^ which raifes them in no 
(mall degree in the eftimation of purchafers; the fcraped 
line appears red, which is the colour of the native clay 
when baked ; the white glazed part of the Cairn-morc: 
clay is only ufed for ornament. The lead is always the 
laft application for glazing : the hundred weight of 
manganefe cofts 17^., and of Cairn-more clay 15;.; a 
coarfer kind of manganefe is alfo ufed, and mixed with 
this mineral, which gives a deep jet black colour to this 
ware; it is found in abundance on the town land of 
CoolcoUet, on the Black water river, between Donagh 
and TihoUand, on the eftate of Colonel Leflie. The 
finer manganefe is had from England, although every 
county in Ireland abounds with it ; It is alfo found in 
this country, and near Glaflough, on the bank of the 
mill-fiream of Knockbawn, wherein was alfo raifed a 
quantity of iron-ftone ; in quarrying it was difcovered, 
and with it excellent potter's-clay and lead ore. Near 
Caftleblaney, and on the town land of Mayallgafh, like- 
wife abounds, With this clay, red and yellow ochre. The 
rent of the pottery-pits is but one guinea and a half 
per annum, and the fale from thence may be under loo/. 
per annum* 

To the demcfne of Anketell's Grove, which is orna- 
mented with very fine timber, Colonel Anketell has 
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lately added about feventy Irifli acres of plantatioo, 
which are inclofed in the bed manner, and are in the 
moft promifing ftate. This deme&ie is rapidly improv- 
ing, and a very handfome bridge of one arch ii noW 
building over the rapid river, which waters thofe beauti- 
ful meads. The bed of this river is a quarry of green 
done, for a great Jength, and, in working it, lately, the 
quarry-men ftruck on the iron ftone, fuch as ufually 
covers coal-mine; under it they found a vein of eXccU 
lent coal, about two inches thick : if this was properly 
. examined, it is likely it would repay the coft of work- 
ing it. On the eflate adjoining this demefne. Colonel 
Anketell has lately built fbme very neat cottages for his 
labourers; they are extremely v^ell planned, and confift 
of a kitchen, dairy, and ^lofet below, with two good 
roonjs overhead; the walls are built of ftone and mor- 
tar, and they have glared windows : thb coft is about 
to/. Some of thefe have two cabin$ under one roof, 
on a moft excellent plan, but the coft is proportionably 
higher, Through the demefne are fome excellent 
fewers, which are very well conftruAed. The exten- 
fivc plantations htte will foon give this part of the coun- 
try a great appearance of wood. A very capital manfion- 
houfe will be erected, in a commanding fituation, to 
which its approach is planned, with much happy effe<ft. 
If a plcafmg diverfity of wood, water, arid cxtenfive 
profpcS, with a beautiful irregularity of furface^ con- 
ftltute the finer features of demefne ground, it may be' 
truly faid, that Anketell's Grove poffcfles all thofe ca- 
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plbUities^ and the moft correfl and elegant tafte is dif- 
played throughout all the valuable improvements. 
Trough Lodge> where Cdonel Anketell now refides, is 
bttilt after a very neat and commodious plan, with a 
moft excellent fquare of offices, and fome very fine and 
ornamental plantations. 

About two miles from hence is Fort Singleton^ the 
ieat of Thomas Singleton, £fq. This demefne ex- 
hibits the.moft excellent draining I have feen, and^ by 
great pains and expence, is now rendered very valuable 
land. The plantations aire prettily difpofedi the rere olF 
the demefne has a very happy undulation for improve* 
ments, and the great hill, on the right of the approach, 
is alqioft entirely enclofed with plantation, and on its 
fiimmit was the ancient Daniih fort, from which the de- 
mefne is now named. The land around here fets very 
high, and following a very narrow and hilly road towards 
Tidavnet, its average rates are not much lefs than 30J; 
|:rer acre, which is confiderably above its value. 

At Glennan, in this barony, is a very valuable quarry 
of grey marble, which is limeftone, and forms the bed 
of the Blackwater river, about twelve feet deep, extend* 
ing confiderably at both fides of its banks. This mar- 
ble is raifed in great blocks, and a great indication of ^ 
cbal appears in^ this quarry, though limeftone : this is a 
very valuable acquifition in this country, and furniflies 
very capital door-cafes, which are fold from twenty to 
forty guineas at the quarry ; chimney-pieces 5x. %d. per 
foots gatepofts lis. 4^. per pairs a head-ftone 
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i/, 14J. J y. ; and tomb-ftones from five to forty guineasr 
each, with pillars of excellent worktnan(bip ; common 
flabs, with (hort fupporters, ten guineas ; hearth-ftones 
21. 2d. per foot, fuperficial meafur^. The proprietor 
pays twenty guineas annual rent for this quarry ; he has 
generally twenty people employed every day, and there 
is a very great demand for his work. This ftone has a 
particular and pretty eiFedi in window-ftools, piers, or 
rufticated work, and, when poli(bed and coloured 
with linfeed oil, it has an excellent face» The quarry 
fiands on the joint efiate of MeiTrs. Burton and John** 
fton. 

Near Glennon is a thickly inhabited neighbour- 
hood, where above an hundred carpenters refide, who 
are conftantly employed in furnifhing the neighbouring 
fairs and markets with the feveral articles of country 
work and furniture ; the adjoining wood fupplies them 
with timber on very cheap terms. 

The town of Glaflough is but a (hort diftance from 
Glennon; it has a ftriking engaging appearance, and 
fome very excellent flated houfes, two ftories high, but 
it has at prefent no trade i Colonel Leflie, on whofe 
eflate it is, intend^ to pay much attention to its improve- 
ment in this refpe£t;, his beautiful feat, of the fame 
name, immediately adjoins the town, where farming is 
purfued with true fpirit, and is rewarded with that fuc-> 
cefs, which a happy love for improvement, and a grate^- 
1^ foil, will always returp. A great tra£l; of deep bog 
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has been reclaimed to the iineft meadow, and annually a 
confiderable part is brought in; here is the Hme« 
ftone-gravel, which is fo particularly required for thi^ 
improvement, and forty acres of green crops have been 
this feafon cultivated for ftall-fed cattle: twenty of 
thefe acres are under potatoes, fixteen under turnips, and 
four under carrots; immenfe quantities of rich manure are 
thus gained : fix hundred acres are indofed in this fine 
demefnes more than a hundred acres are under wood 
and plantation^ which are bounded by a fine lake, cover- 
ing eighty acres. The manfion-houfe was originally a 
cafUe of great magnificence in its day,' flanked with cir- 
cular towers, and defended with a moat and draw-bridge. 
Thefe beautiful and venerable appendages of military 
;uchite6ture, with the towers^ were taken awayi and 
two wings after a modern plan were ereded, which has 
quite fpoiled the antique and fine efFe£t of this caftle, 
the only one in the county defervlng that diftinguifh- 
ing title. A bowling-green fronted the hall, which i$ 
fl*ill preferved, and around it are fome of finefl beech- 
trees I have feen^ verging on the church-yard; fome of 
thefe girth to twelve or fixteen feet. 

£my-Vale, which ftands on the fame eftate, is about 
two miles difl$int from Gls^flough, and is a very neat 
and clean, though poor village, with very little trade, 
a^id has no market : around, it is inhabited by weavers. 
The high road to Derry pafTes through here, and there 
i& a comforuble little inn. . The land is unprofitable in 
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the neighbourhood in its prefent ftate, but by no meant 
contemptible, as being very reclaittiabl^ by gravelltng^ 
and abundance of materials convenient. Little wheat 
.is fold in this country, but moftly si\ the crops are poca« 
toes and oats. The rich vein of land lines off from 
hence, and juft touches on its borders, towards Mo- 
naghan. 

On the ftream, that ikirts Emy-Vale, is a finall miH 
for working iron, principally fpades, (hovels, and heavy 
work, which arc forged by the fledge, wcn-ked with wa- 
ter. Robert Mc. Morron, the proprietor, is a very in- 
genious man, whofe induftry and abilities really deferve 
encouragement. In this forge fixty fpades will be 
finifhed in one day, by the work of three men ; one to 
the bellows, one to the fire, and a third to hold the bar 
under the fledge, which is raifed by a low crank from 
the water-wheel, fifteen inches above the anvil, and 
firikes twenty-four blows in a minute. The fpade 
contains 5^ lbs. of iron, and half a pound of ttecl^ 
wrought together to fix pound ; the handles coft 4/. 6d. 
per dozen, wholefale: one of thefe, when finiflied, is 
fold by retail for 6;. 6^,^ or to the merchant for 6j.; 
they are moft excellent and durable work, and of a very 
convenient and proper form. A corn-mill is on the 
fame ftream, but of inconfiderable account. 

In fuch an i>iiland county, without collieries, it may be 
fuppofed they are at a great lofs for coal for their forges; 
but they remedy this want, by making charcoal of turfi 
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which k vtvy effeftual, when great fires are not wanted, 
Thift method of charring the turf is, by heaping a 
pretty good quantify of it together, in the centre of 
which the fire is placed, and, when it burns until the 
heap i^ red, it is quickly covered with clay -, thus the 
fire is fmothered. They alfo make it by burning in 
finall iquare pits, and extingui(h the fire, by covering it 
with a flag fitted to it. Light fuzzy turf, with vege« 
table particles, W'U not anfwer, fuch as is found near the 
furfape i neither will the black hard turf, which is deep 
in the bog, as i¥>t being porous enough ; but the brown 
turf, which lies between thefe two kinds, having lig« 
BOGUS fxarticles, will be found to be the beft kind for 
this put|X>fc, and anfivers ^1 the ufes,as required in any 
forge&ihort.of furnace: a little Swanfeacoal would be 
peceSary to be mixed with ^his, fov welding ftrong 
work. All turf here is cut perpendicularly, and the 
foft of leariqg it is 20s. per hundred loads, of two pan- 
niers, 2cvab a horfe's back, and a fack, containing as 
amch morei lyiog between them. .The value of turf^ 
when charred, and its efficacy as a manure, is ftrikinglj 
obvious, in the extraordinary produce, which the refufe 
of this heap yields, when put out on land, as they 
|iave no manure at all equal to it; and it is furprtfing, 
ihat, in a country where (o much bog abounds, which 
could be thus manufaflsared^ at fo little expence, it 
is not particularly followed for this purpofr. It is a 
-matter deferving minute enquiry, and in many parts 
.iriierfe white afhes only are produced from the bog, and, 
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as fucb, conftdered as incapable of producing manure^ 
by charring it might be brought to yield the moft 
valuable kind : the falts and fulphur the foil contains, are 
all preferved, and are particularly kind for wheat, jape> 
turnips, or clover : there is no danger of their hurting 
the corn crops, if laid on late in the fpring, and the 
following year the land is brought to great heart with 
this manure. The' great .matter in charring bog for 
manure is, to admit as little air as poffible to the fire« 
The white earth, which abounds with rich (hell/ 
marie, if burnt with their turf, yields the moft va- 
luable and a highly calcareous fubftance. I have feed 
fmall fquare kilns ereded particularly for burning 
marie; a great flag covers them, when it is necef- 
fary to extinguiih the fire : this^ mixed with a clayey 
compoft, is the richeft furface-dreifing for meadows^ 
iind vegetable crops. This purfuit of experiments on 
bog, in its various ftates of mud, afhes, or charcoal, is 
worthy the minuteft inveftigation, and yielding in itfcif 
the fineft meadow, when^ properly managed, it at the 
fame time furnifhes the richeft and beft revigorating 
manures for uplands. 

The river, which flows by Emy-Vale, is a branch 
of the Blackwater, which rifes in the mountains, 
and though at the fame time it appears (o infignificant 
a ftream, yet, after r^n, will fall in violent torrents, 
fweeping all before it ^ it is a dangerous and irre- 
fiftible current, which oftentimes breaks down the 
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bridges, that baffle all the art of the builder in makiftg 
them fufficiently ftrong to refift it. The ftrand is of that 
kind of ftone, which is here called whin-ftone; it 
is a dark green colour) very hard, and not iiltceous« 
There is no appearance of limeftone throughout, but at 
Glennon, which has been already fpoken of. 
V This barony contains but two parifhes j Errigle 
is of the moft northern, and has the lake near Emy- 
Vide on the fouthern boundary, and Lough More 
on the north-weft, ^nd on the bounds of the county 
of Tyrone, from which it is divided by the Black- 
water river ; along the fouthej-n bounds of this pariflby 
are great trails of bog; it has the demefne of Fort 
Singleton and Ivy-Hill, the glebe and parfonagc at 
Errigle and Blaney*s Bridge. 

In Donagh pariih are the great lakes of Glaf- 
lough, and three leffer loughs; the demefncs of 
Glaflough, Anketell's Grove, Trough Lodge, and 
Falkland, whence is fome excellent timber; the vil- 
lages of Glaflough and Emy-Vale, and the glebe at 
Bifliop's-Place. Immenfe trads of bog lie between 
Glaflough and Falkland. Tyrone and Armagh coun- 
ties join this county, near the demefne of Glaflough, at 
the bridge over the Blackwater, which juft leads into 
the town of Caledon. 

A famous battle was fought at the breaks of 
Drumbanagher, in this barony, above a century ago, 
between the Irifli army and the militia; the latter 
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wtre headed by Cdonel Anketell, the anpeftor of 
the prefent family. After an obfttnate conteft with 
a great q^ajority of die enemy) the mificia were viC« 
torious, through the confommate ikill of their com- 
mander, and dieir own difUnguithed covrage. 



CHAPTER 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



YOKE FROM THE HORN. 

To face page i6i — Count'^ Monaghan Survey. 





T\g. I . This Yoke confifts of a flat piece of a(h, about cigjht 
inches wide in the middle, and reduced to about three inches 
at the ends, (falling off like the handle of a battfedore,) and 
is proportioned in length to the fize of the ox, the obje(5t 
being juft to clear his (ides from the traces, or chains, by 
this is meant the diftance between the letters, A. A. This 
board is lined with woollen cloth, and fluffed with hair. To 
an iron flape afHxed at either end is hooked a long trace or 
chain, which reaches from the extremities of the fwindle- 
tree : it mufl be obferved, that the draught is confequently 
from the neck, where the ilrength of that animal prevails^ 
and not at all from the horns, to which the board is only 
trapped, to prevent its falling off; fo that the ox, rather 
pufhes than pulls in this yoke. For further particulars,, and 
experiments. See King's County Reports, Chapter 8, Barony 
of Ballibritt. 

Fig. 2. Reprefents the back-band for the horn yoke, the 
infide is fluffed with hair, the circles at A. are plates of iron, 
nailed to the wood, which is of a(h, fourteen inches long, 
and three and an half broad, concaved within, to lie acrofs 
the back of the ox : from either end hangs a cbain of five 
links, to which the traces are hooked up. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



BARONY OF MONAGHAN. 



;. . SECT. I. 

jtgricuburg. 

THIS barony in excellence of foil, and the choice 
crops it yields, is far Aiperior to any other part of thi$ 
county. In the low lands^ they feldom yoke more than 
two horfes to the plough, and in the hilly parts, three 
are more commonly ufed. Oats are the moft favourite 
grain, and yield fo abundantly, that they occupy the 
beft grounds, but potatoes will be found the leading 
and frequently the fecond crop \ if the ground is at all 
moory or bottom, it is here the oats are fo abundant ; 
in higher and dry grounds barley is fown ; they fow all 
white oats in the low lands of this barony. Their farms 
are about the average of eight acres, and are thus ap« 
propriated; two cows, or a cow and horfe, will occupy 
three and an half acres of grafs, and half an acre of 
meadow: three fourths of an acre of potatoes $ three 
acres of oats, and one fourth of flax. The flax always 
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occupies a quarter of an acre of laft year*s potaCoe 
ground, and barley the remainder ; they are alfo fond of 
rearing a calf every year, and fell a little butter, which, 
though in a fmall quantity from each farm, yet, fo many 
being engaged in this trade, occafions a great deal to 
be fent to market, in Monaghan town, from whence it 
all goes to Ncwry for export; very few have yet culti- 
vated green food for winter, as they have fcarce any 
ground under (beep walk. Humphry Evatt, Efq. of 
Mount- Louife has pra^ifed it with fuccefs, and this 
gentleman's experimental and fpirited farming I (hall 
again have occafion to fpeak of. Here, they fow twen- 
ty-eight ftone of oats to the acre, and reap, on an ave- 
rage, thirteen barrels ; the acre of potatoes will yield 
fixty baiVelsof thirty-two ftone each. 



DIFFERENCB IN THE ROOTS OF PLANTS, 

Plants with tap-roots do not fucceed in land, where 
other crops rooted in like manner have been before 
them, as trefoil after fainfoin, &c. It is the fpreading 
rooted plant, which thrives beft after a deep rooted one, 
and this certainly deferves our particular attention. 
It is evident whatever will divide, pulverize, or 
ferment the foil, will keep it in the beft flate for ve- 
getation of every kind : thus, oats will thrive where 
barley will perifti, and why ? Becaufe, oats will root 
and penetrate a hard foil, which refifts the more feeble 
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,root of barley. I apprehend, this is very much the 
reafon, why barley is injured by the worm, where it 
has not a ftrong root ; for, if barley is too luxuriant at 
firft (hooting, we eat it down with fheep, and we find 
this fervcs the crop. If we were careful to roll it, I 
conceive it would make it root more firmly, and expofe 
it lefs to the mercy of the red worm; I have feen this 
experiment tried with fuccefs in the fame field, when 
the other part of the crop failed^ that was not treated 
fo ; and it was attributed to the method I have now re- 
cited. 

Sect. 2. Pajiuu. 

Their pafture is very rich, and in letting out their 
ground, they fow white clover with the grafs [feeds : 
by the cncreafmg fale of clover feed every year, in the 
town of Monaghan, it is evident, they are more atten- 
tive to this valuable herbage ; they alfo fow a fpot of 
clover for foil for their cattle, which they always mow 
twice and frequently three times a year; the firft and 
laft crops are but poor, but the fecond is always the 
beft ; they alfo mix oats in the feed of clover, for foil, 
and cut it green, which the cattle devour greedily ; th^y 
eftimate, that one acre of foil is more productive than 
four acres of common pafture. 

The breed of cattle is not much improved, and is 
bought in for beef, from the feventeenth of May, which 

is the fair day of Scotftown, and the great leading fair 
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of cattle, to the twenty-eighth of May, the fair day of 
Monaghan, and thence to the fecond of June. Their 
times of felling out are from September to December ; 
net profit will, average two guineas per head; they are 
fond of felling out forward cattle, early in Auguft, and 
of buying in a poorer kind from the mountain forms, 
which are fat by December, and will return an average 
of thirty {hillings per head : they feed their beef cows to 
three and an half or four cwt. One^thoufand acres of 
this barony may be annually fed o(F, and only about 
one thoufend five hundred more are in the other baronies; 
but a confiderable quantity of land is well adapted for 
this branch of husbandry, which is otherwife employed. 
Where the country is fo extremely populous, they can . 
(pare but little for grafs lands. Here, two cows will not 
occupy more than three acres, and in other parts, five 
acres will be rather over-ftocked with the fame propor- 
tion, (o that the average is cafily found. No flieep are 
fed for market, and only for ufe of the gentry. Belfaft 
market regulates the price of beef cows. Horfes are little 
bred, and much lefs than formerly, as the fize of farms 
is flill more and more reduced. In this and feveral of 
the northern counties of Ireland, they ufe a fmall, 
though ftrong breed of cattle, which they call Rabery 
horfes ; they are had from the fmall ifland of Rathlin, 
which lies ofF the coaft of Antrim, between that and 
Scotland, to the north eaft of the Giant*s Caufeway, 
and nearly oppofite Ballycaftle; for the more particular 
and very interefting furvey of this ifland, its natural 
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hiftory, and the manners and cuftoms of its inhabitants, 
I refer my reader to the Ute Dr. Hamilton's very fcieu- 
tific and elegant furvey of the coaft of Antrim, where 
it is particularly defcribed. I (hall only remark, that 
this breed of horfes, which are extremely cheap, feldom 
exceeding three guineas in price, are moft durable and 
ferviceable, well calculated for a hilly country, and live 
to a great age. 

Afles are alio very numerous here ; frequ;ently an 
hundred of thefe animals may be counted, in the bufy 
feafons, within the circuit of a mile or two ; they are 
found extremely ferviceable, and are very cafily fed ; 
Ihey are particularly fond of the tops of furze and green 
whins, which alfo contribute much to the maintenance 
of the Rahery horfes. They fet the grazing of thefe 
lands, in denominations, termed fums. Forty (hillings 
per annum are paid for the grafs of a full fum, which a 
three year old heifer is deemed equal to i a twp year 
old and a yearling calf are termed a fpiit fum, for their 
grafs is charged fomething more than k full fum^ about 
two pounds five (hillings and fix pence j^ they appre- 
ciate to a nicety all kinds of ftock, to the proportional 
value of the grafs, ftill under the denomination of a 
fum; fix (heep and their lambs conftitute a fum, or 
eight (heep without lambs ; three yearling calves make 
alfo the like denomination^ and a horfe is rated at a fum 
and an half ; thus, it is not according to the kind of 
ftock the agreement is made for, or the grazing lands 
advertized, but according to the fum* On the eftate of 
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ifOrd Clonmell, near Soiichtborough village, is a famous 
beef field, which is .known by that name; it contains 
eleven acres, and annually feeds from twelve to fifteea 
head of cattle, to five cwt. on an average, per head. 
On the mountain* farms, a three year old heifer will be 
grazed for fixteen fliilliogs and three pence ; a two year 
old thirteen (hillings and ten pence, and a yearling for 
eight {hillings ; and thefe rates encreafe proportionably 
as we approach the beft land, the. price of which is al« 
ready flated. 

BURNET. 

This grafs, which has been fo little^ known, deferves 
our attention ; it yields a very rich herbage, fo early as 
February, and is wholefome, and very greedily eaten by 
all kinds of cattle $ it generally is fown in Auguft, and 
ought to be drilled in ; the drills (hould be about two 
[ and an half or three feet afunder ; the ipot, which is let 
to fland for feed, will have little nutriment, and mufl 
remain above a year in the ground before it is cut ; it is 
alfo fowed with barley, at the rate of about twenty- 
four pounds to the acre. 

After the barley is cut, the burnet begins to thrive 
admirably, and in the following fpring yields an early and 
excellent vegetation for ffaeep ; when eaten down, the 
field may be /hut up (or meadow; the hay is very good, 
but the produce is not abundant. The flavour this 
gives the milk is uncommonly fine, and the cows eat it 

* greedily ; 
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grieedily; it is extremely hardy, as no fevcrtty of wea- 
rier Will injure it in winter ; (heep are alfo fond' of if, 
and it agrees extremely well with them ; horfes do not, 
in general, like it, yet thrive on it. The fureft and the 
leaft expenfive method is, to lay down cow pafture^ 
mth this feed, and a corn cr6p. 

It has alfo been uit?d for dieer wit!t greait iUccefs, and 
it wiH beft thrive on an upland foil, tSttt h^ warm and 
qsadefriaMe. * 

S£jCT. 3. Farms'* 

I Have ftated the average fize of farihs to be about 
eight acres ; farm hottfes are rather ^ter than in gene- 
ra) through the- eounty. Leafes of late date are fel<- 
dom more than twenty-one years, and the older tenures 
are for Aree lives of thhrty-one years. Fences are 
much better attended to, tolerably well quicked; many 
of them are well planted with fallows, which are turn- 
ed to very ufeful purpofes of country work. Fields 
are from one and an half to three acres, moft ufually ; 
one working* horfe, proportioned to teti acre^, may be 
die general average through the county. Much ground 
k loll in their drains, being often: fix feet wide, and they 
appear like funk fences; fome have finall covered drains 
filed wi<h ftones, buit thtiT nsatefisA branch of hsfbandry 
k too litde pradifed. . Marie is the principal manure 
iifed for cold eioy grounds, but lime would (hew a more 

rapid 
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rapid effeEt^ which is not very ea&ly attained, ^d very 
dtftant from the hilly lands, which it foon fertilizes. 
Dung is the choiceft manure for potatoes, but they firft 
ipread the mud of the bog on the ridge, which they 
cover with dung, and lay the potatoe on this bed, co- 
vered with clay mixed with a(hes ; this compoft gives a 
great return, particularly in the fecond crop, when it is 
well incorporated ; they feldom. top-drefi their meadows 
with any manure but aflies, which infure a heavy crop 
of hay. A greater quantity of barley is produced than 
they have confumption for in this county ; the remain- 
der generally goes to Ne wry. The potatoe land fets, 
en a average, for fix guineas per acre. 
. Flax land fix guineas. ^ 

An acre of meadow from four to feven guineas. 

Rent of a cabin and one rood of land, fifty Shillings 
per annum. 

Average rent of fmall farms through the barony, one 
pound fourteen (billings and three halfpence per acre. 

MARLE. 

Avoid marie of clayey fubftance, this will never be* 
come friable, except with hot lime, until it is calcined ; 
hut when fpread on land, it becomes tough and heavy, 
and certainly is of more injury than fervice. 

Lime, hot from the kiln, will pulverize marl^, but 
this compoft requires to be left out for fome time before 
it is fpread on the land, if the ibil is ihaUow or warms 

a great 
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a great advantage in marie, as a manure, is its durable 
and laftiog virtue, as it holds good on moft foils from 
twenty to. thirty years, when the beft dung feldom holds 
longer than three years ; if the expence is great at firff^ 
it is a faving in a tenfold degree ultimately, but in this 
country, marie is abundant, and could be put out at a 
moderate coft ; by burning marie, it acquires a much 
greater and more powerful effed, but it wiH not be as 
durable, as if put on in tl^ raw ftatet 
, Marling old iheep walks prepares the ground for a 
fine courfe of corn crops, and if about an hundred load89 
to the acre, of the rich f9apy marie; be fpread on tbe 
furface, and ploughed in^ it enfiires an excellent crop of 
wheat; after which, (hould follow a green crop; and 
by obferving this method, of introducing a green crop 
always, between two corn crops, the ground woidd ae« 
Ycr be exhaufted. 

Sect. 4. General SutjeSis. 

Great as is the population of this county, yet in 
this barony it is enereafed ill an extraordinary propor- 
tion ; the town of Monaghan contributes largely to the 
numbers, but the exceilenice pf the land, and the conti-^ 
guity of the market, render it a very defirahle.fituatbn 
both for fmall fiirmers and manufacturers, in which oc« 
cupati^n the inhabitants are jointly engaged. Hie town 
is remarkably ne^l, but is rather whioifically buitt, 

branching 
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brandiiifg trkngiriarly fix>m the centre. The ftreets are 
nther narrow, b«t kepi very clean ; the roads through 
Aem were formerly paved, and in wretched order, but 
the pavement has been faken up^ and an excellent hard 
gravel and pounded flone {ubftituted, which is kept in 
very good order, and a paved footway, properly elevat^ 
ed and bordered with flagging, is both afeful and orna^ 
mental. A handfeme fquare, which has the court hoUie 
in the principal front, with a hew town dock, com- 
mands one entrance, and here the Itnen marlset is held 
on Mondays, and in the purchafe of linen cloth alone,, 
m grey webs, (eidom left than'from three to' four thou- 
sand pounds; weekly, is expeiidedl Another fquare^ 
called the- Diamond, fronts another entrance, where a 
very handfome and new market-houfe was built by the 
bte General Conyngham, Whofe arms are elegantfy 
emblazoned over the entrance. The church' is old, but 
fpacious, and the fteeple has for its bafe a lofty tower, 
built in an irregular pentagon ; the'fpire preferves the 
like figure, and is flated to the top. The fhambles are 
a new flated building rather apart from the town, in an 
excellent fituationy and fi]«m ihree fides of a fquare. 
The cqunty infiumgry «» oti- an^ elevatfed and airy iitaa^ 
tioi)y and weU attended to %y <jie viiitors. A very^ ele*' 
gant and newhorfe bartarks- have been eivfted ^htely^, 
but die fituatioa i% tow, and not eommandiifig. The 
beech trees ber« are uneemtiveiiiy hfge^ aiid< fine tmr* 
ber^ and' the terrace a^oinsy wliieh i« laid out ingniveF 
^nalks and friita. wails, ia the old ftyk, and has two ap* 

proaches 
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proackes on etiher end of the town, from which the 
meadow land is divided by a lake. This town is on 
the eftate of Lord Clermont, who is lord of the foil on 
one fide, and the other is on the eftate of Lord Tem- 
pleton. All the land, immediately adjoining Monaghan9 
is fet by the £ngli(h ftatute acre, at the rate of five 
guineas per Iriifa acre. Hay is always very dear^ but 
they have a good market for oats and potatoes ; the 
latter have hitherto averaged two pence per ftone, the 
former ten IhilUngs per bai;rel ; this was the rata for 
nine years back from 1799; a gofd deal of butter is 
fold in this market, where, and in Clones alfo, coopers 
regularly attend the commiffioners, who buy for the 
Hewry merchants. The finall farms,, which belong to 
the gentry in thefe environs, are confpicuoufly neat, and 
die hedge rows drefled and i|)laihed very well, with no 
mconfiderable quantity of old timber. Some little wheat 
is cultivated, but not for market ; I fuppofe the whole 
county has feldom one hundred acres of wheat to pro- 
duce in a feafon. Fuel is cheap, and is fold by bulk, 
but about equal to fix pence per ftatute ki(h, when 
brought home and clamped. A confiderable quantity 
6f barley is fown around the town, the foil being parti- 
cularly nice and weU adapted for it. Near the town, 
6a the northern fide, is <the veftige of the old fort or 
mound of earth, which was ereded by Sir Edward 
Maney ; a few deal trees furround it, and it is the fame 
which was fpoken of by Sir John Davfs> in his Hiflo- 
rical trads of this county. This town is well proted* 

ed. 
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cd) having, befides the cavalry, two companies of in* 
fantry; nor are the poor unbefriended, for, an aflTetnbly 
IS held every fortnight, for which there are annual fub« 
fcriptions, and the profits are attributed to their fup-> 
port. 

The environs of this town are very neatly built ; the 
llovenly cuftom of making large dunghills in the fronts 
of their houfes is very oiFenfive, which are otherwife 
pretty and engaging} for this nui/ance there is no ex^ 
cufe, as they have all a great rere and good garden, and 
this ill fuits with t^e cleanluiefs and engaging appear- 
ance of this neighbourhood in every other refped. The 
clothing of the men are excellent frizes, had from Gal- 
way and Kilkenny. Some few woollen weavers are in 
this diftriA, and make a little coarfe cloth, but it is ne- 
ver expofed to fale. The women have moftly cotton 
drefles, which are fent from Dublin, and all wear (hoes 
and ftockings; the price of labour is generally one (hil- 
ling per day, without diet, or five pounds per annum 
!|vith diet. At Monaghan, is a diocefan fchool, which 
has been lately built ; this has not as yet been well efta- 
bliihedy it is only now reclaiming from a long and 
fbameful negled. Lord Roffinore took great pains Co. 
efiablifh a fchool in this townj and a large bequeflj 
nearly feven thoufand pounds, was left about thirty 
years ago^ by Francis Ellis, £fq. as a fund, th^ 
intereft of which (hould be applied for the benefit of the 
town, and the poor of the pariih i but the will viras fct 

afide^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE COUNTY OF MONAOHAN. 173 

afide, and the benevolent intention of ti)e teftator was 
fruftrated. 

There is not a bolting mill in this barony, but an €X* 
cellent fite at Milltown, where two oatmeal mills are 
worked ; feveral fmall grift mills are fcattered through the 
country, as at Scotftown, Ballinoude, Watts Bridge, Bal- 
linacarty, and Drummond ; there is not a bleach mill in 
this barony, nor in Trough or Farney^ but there is one 
at Templetate near Smithfborough, and one near Clones, 
both in the barony ofDartrey; but the principal mills 
are. at Creive, in the barony of Cremourne, already 
fpoken of; fo few tuck mills are feen through the coun- 
ty, as (hew that the woollen manufadure is very incon- 
liderable ; thefe only drefs the cloth for hire. The prin- 
cipal plantations are at Ballileck, Brandrum, Roflinore 
Park, Mount- Louife, Slacks-Grove, Gola, BeiOmount, 
and Poplar Vale; thefe demefnes have all a confiderable 
quantity of both old and young timber, and, with the 
other woods of the county, furnifh a fufficiency for 
home ufe for all kinds of country work. No timber 
here is rated by meafurement, except fycamore, which 
fell according to the fize of the tree, for from five to 
ten (hillings per foot, this being particularly valuable for 
the (haft in the bleach miHs, around which, the webs 
are rolled and beetled ; as the grain is (b fine and kind, it 
never fplinters ; when other timber is ufed for this (baft, 
they are obliged to cafe them with horfe (kins, and they 
will not even fo bold long. Some fycamore (bafts will 
fell from eight to ten guineas^ if ten and an half feet 

long 
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long, and eighteen inches in diameter; alt Other 
timber is rated by the tree, and generally are pur^ 
chafed by people in this trade, who cut and retail 
it at left than a third advance price. A tree, which 
might make a pair of car (ides, is purcbafed in the 
wood for a/. 8ii.; this, when cut and carried home, 
rates at 3s. 6d,; a pair of principals 41. j^dr, ribs per 
dossen 4^. ^.i watling per hundred 2s. 2d. Thus we 
eafily find the coft of timber for a cabin twenty-fix feet 
by fifteen. 





s. 


i. 


To three pair of balk, ready pegged,' 


13 





To two dozen of ribs. 


8 


8 


To one and a half dozen of watling, 


3 


3 


To a whole deal for the door. 


3 





To a board for faflies, 


2 


2 


£•' 


10 


I 



Looms are made of dak, afli, or deal, and although 
one of hard timber will not be made in lefs than double 
tile time of deal, yet the price of workmanfliip is the 
fame, being but 145*. Oak is valued at half the price of 
foreign timber : a loom, when finifhed, will coft 3/.) 
and there is fcarce a houfe without one. The people 
here are all induftrious; the journeyman hires for is. 
per day with, or u. 8rf. without diet: the women earn 
from 4i/. to 6d, per day ; even children will fpin from 
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ten to twelve cuts of yarn. Some children are fo ex« 
pot at winding, they fave to their parents what would 
coft lod. per day, were it to be hired out, and many 
weavers pay children ii/. 4|^. per quarter, with their 
diet, f]or their labour* The linen being raifed from the 
flai^tfeed by the (ai^e manufaSurer, in his own famUyi 
he depends upon no man for affiftance, and this makes ^ 
the \trade particularly favourabley and (o wiiliogJy en- 
gaged in* 

Potatoes are the principal food for the winter half- 
year, and their wealth enables them to indulge more in 
fleOi meat, than in other parts of the county : in ^ring, 
they ufe oatmeal and potatoes, and, in fummer and 
autumnt the latiter« with a confiderable quantity of milk, 
butter, 4uid vegetables ; ttiis wholefome diet is very con- 
fpicuous in their appearance at this time, as they are 
always more healthy, and free from thofe cutaneous 
eruptions, which are the effeds of the more heating diet 
of oitmeal. Barley food is very weak and poor, too 
foon digefted, and the peafaftts, when they are obliged 
to refort to this diet, can never work well, or appear in 
good health. Excellent ftrong beer is made at two 
breweries in Monaghan, which iitpply the country around 
for a confiderable diftance, and is in great demand ; this 
wholefome beverage ought to be particularly e«cou«. 
raged, and is a moft excellent fubftitute for fpirits, 
which are now entirely out of the reach of the pea- 
iantry, and which have evidently retarded their improve- 
ment| and confumed thc\t wealth and ftrength, for ages 

paft, 
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paift. The malt is made at home in the county of 
Monaghan, and' the redundancy generally goes to 
Newry. 

Taking' a general Airvey of the crops of this diftrift, 

we find that wheat 4s cultivated in a greater proportion 

than elfewhere; about eighteen ftope are fowed to the 

acre, and will average in produce eight barrels of twenty 

ftone. Armagh, which is near twenty miles diftant 

from moft parts where this grain is cultivated, is their 

market for it. The land will yield of oats fourteen 

barrels of ourteen ftone, from twenty-eight ftone of 

feed; barley nine barrels of fixteen ftone, from one 

barrel of feed ;^ and potatoes feventy banels of twenty* 

eight ftone eight pounds, alfo from one barrel of feed. 

The average price of oatmeal has been ipx. per cwt. ; 

but notwithftanding thefe crops have (o good a return, 

yet the corn will by no means be equal in quality to the 

grain raifed in the county 6f Louth, which, in Dundalk 

market, rates from one penny to two-pence per ftone 

higher than that from Monaghan; and even Louth 

feed, when lowed here, will degenerate in quality, 

though it will average in quantity to a greater produce, 

than if cultivated at home. 

The roads throughout are excellent, and prove one 
of the bleffings to a country of a reiidept gentry, which 
this barony particularly enjoys. 

The method of colieding cefs in this county wants 
amendment very particularly. When civilizatioQ was 
firft introduced, and taxes eftabliflied, each towit-Iand 

was 
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was valued^ which original valuation ftill holds good^ 
4a4, ^iirh^n 9 eefs is k^id on^ at fo mwh on Ibe QOUOt]r 
^ laf^^ QX the h«rQ9y^ ^a tiist pxopvonioo is kaovii^ 
which each toWn-Iand is to pay, accordiog to the 
poundage, which applotters afcertain oh oath from the 
old rates ; but that is quite incorred^ inafmuch as fome 
lands have been reclaimed, that bear no proportion at alk 
The Slieve-Baugbt mountains^ on this fide^ or the 
twenty-nine bars, pay but 40/. annually, which is on- 
fQafonably fm^I, to the proportion foo^e other lands f^yi 
which are not better ground. 

The tithes are generally valued elrcry year, but a 
modus exifts^ of taking a leafe frorq the tithe pro£br^ pf 
all dqess large and fmall^ except marriages, but this is 
always p?r agreements The modus of fixpence for suiv 
quantity of flax, and the^ike for hay^ is not (iemanded^ 
tKoqgh it is the inctinibent's right^ who al(p dajnis thfi. 
following fmall dues^ 
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• Tbf fiUowtng is the form of the agreement between ihi 
land-holder and the titbe-pro^for^ which is binding 9H 
both Jidesi 

I, A. B. (landholder) promife to pay to C; D. 
(tithe-fontier) the fum of for all my tithes 

and dues for (fo many years), provided he holds his 
right (o long) and I hold my land. 

In this cafe no fmall dues are exaded or deihandec^y 
but for marriages, and the land-holder may then break 
up as niany grafs acres as he choofes^ and pays no more 
than the fum agreed for. 

This can be abfolutely binding for a givefn timej 
within feven years^ provided the incumbent holds the 
benefice (o long, hotwitbftanding the death or removal 
of the tithe farmer, as his fucceflbr is bound to fulfil hi$ 
contract by the cuftom of the country. 

The village of Smithfborough has but a mean appear- 
ance, the cabins being all thatched, and falling to ruin^ 
in confequence of the property being difputed at law ; it 
fiands midway between Monaghan and Clones^ and was 
founded by a Mr. Smyth, now deceafed, who eftabliihed 
monjthly. fairs for cattle, which were fpiritedly and well 
attended to. Near this village, runs the fine line lor a 
navigati9n to Lough £rne, and would extend to within 
one .milf of Clones, which I have already fpoken of. 

Q^ly^oud is four and an half miles north-weft of 
Mooagtum; the cabins are but mean, but it has a neat 

, church 
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church and fteeple, and a good bridge over the river* 
which divides the village. 

Kilmore church ftands about two miles nearer Mo^ 
naghanj and is particularly confpicuous for a neat and 
elegant fpire^ 

The demefnes of Ballileck, Brandrum, and RofTmor^ 
Park all. join, and their fine plantations^ beautiful bills, 
and rich grafly lands, are highly ornamental. The neat 
though fmall demefnes of Beifmount^ Rofefield, Poplar 
Vale, and feveral others, (hew the environs of the town 
of "Monaghan in a high ftate of improvement. 

The land from Monaghan to Clones is excellent, and 
a limeftone, dry, tilly foit, principally appropriated to 
tillagCi ' , ^ , 

AtMdunt.LoUife the land is high, and in finking » 
pump, when at about feventy feet depth, . there appeared 
fome indication of coal^ and various ftrata of clays s onet 
of thefe was in colour a deep black, and fourteen feet 
thick, without any ftones, and of a foft puttyifh quality; 
when expofed to the air, it broke in angular points, and 
grew hard^ and would then take a fine poliih. Under 
this was a gravelly and thin argillaceous ftratum, but^ 
after having funk to the depth of 120 feet, and no 
water being found, the proje£l was abandoned. This , 
demefne was formerly extremely well ..wooded, and had 
fine timber} it is now carefully replanting. Some rery 
capital improvements In draining bog have been made 
here, which now yields excellent meadow^ and Mn 
Srritt has had great fuccefs in experimental farming, 
M % which 
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nUdl lie h etteafivety engaged in. A (pitciotts bkff 
that abounds with fine Blhg ornaaients the demelhe, and 
tte banks wiU feon be covered with rery beautiful 
plantation. The flirubberjr has fooie excellent oU tim* 
ber, remarkable for wide fpreading b^ranches^ which is 
Jiot confined to any particukr kind of iree^ but from the 
nature of the foil, they have all the incIinatioUir Near 
Mount Louife is the moft beautiftil lake I have ken 
m this cmmty, without any {Jaivtation to adorn it, but 
the fituadon of the ground^ whkh rifcs hfgh over it, 
renders this eattenfive (heet of Water truly pleafing and 
fridurefque; it is the property of Mr. Whttefide. 

The houfe of Roflhuore Park ftands cm a rifing 
groundy the profpeft from which i^s very fine, but tho 
muAon itfelf has IlKle to recommend itr The fine 
vein of gnoimd; I have had oceafion to fpeak of more 
than oocoy termjinates ahnoft at the entrance of this de« 
if^efiie, which radicr approaches to that fterile foil, that 
ftretdkfs off into Cremome barony i but yet a confider* 
aftile part of t)»i^ demefoe is very kind land, and highly 
improveable. A long and eircnttous cut for irrigation, 
is already made, above a m<le in lengthy winding round 
d)e £de of a hiU, and capable of feitilising a great tx^ 
lent of vaHey, which is naturaHy fiuidy, and a (hallow 
arid foil. 

When the young phntations get up^ which are chickljr 
feattered, and in a promifing ftate, the appearance of 
i»^dd wia be very greats 

If 
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If art mii induAry had boeo appUed with as much 
.eameftne&^ as nature hai been lavi(b and muoifioeot tp 
RoQmorc Park, it would be Utile inferior to 010ft m9-> 
dern demefnes. The romantic glen, and rocky cafcadci 
wUcb is beauttfuQy fwelkd after rtifli Mi all the ip- 
terefting feenery withiii, together with th« puj/fnSt c»f 4| 
fine and highly improved country, render thi9 feat a 
moft defirable reGdeiice, and the dtfpofidoU and icrfg^r. 
larity of the fur&ce are confpicuoufly £lVou«|bie to ocoa^ 
mental improvementa. 

, The parifli of Monag^, befides the lakin adjoimng the 
town, has alfo one lai^e and four leffibr Ukcs» a fuficien): 
proportion of })og, the town and djBinefiiie of Caftl^ 
fliaae, all the improvettients aroi|fid the town of MiP* 
haghan, Rofimore Park, Qorlat and Derry depieiiies; 9 
branch of that ftream, which mini through Tidavnet an4 
TehoUand parilhes interfeflB the tfatern parn of this: 
it has the gkbe at MalUaally bridge, and the chalybeate 
well of Tubberdoany ; the medjkinal vUtues of Cfaia 
water are not kjnown. 

That p^t of Tullyqpt1>et parifli, in |his barony, has 
two very great lakes, whofe waters unite, a|fp, with thof^ 
a^ointn^ the town of Balltbay* The bog is ^te^nfivt 
towards the ^raft, and there are fooae truAa to fhe north } 
it <h«s alfo re\i^en fmallcr lakes, the glebe cf Terrygeektei 
pan of the to^vn of BaHibay, and RoferniU, as alfo that 
at Cufaboy. 

That part of Tdiolland parifii, in the barony of Mo* 
naghan, lias only fome very fmall lake$, and a tra£t of bo|: 

to 
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to the eaftward; it is divided by that Aream, which 
pafles through Tidavnet parifli; it has the village of 
Enockbuy, and the detnefne of Beffmounty alfp the 
^ebe at TuUygarvy, 

That part of Clones parifl], which is in Monaghan, has 
an extenfive lake, near Watt's Bridge, and five fmallcr 
lakes, whofe waters all conned, and run into Dartrey 
barony towards Newblifs, and hith but two fmall trads 
of bog* The village of Smithiborough is in this diA 
trift, and alfo the glebe of Derryluflc. 

Drumafnet pariih has two extenfive lakes* and fix lef- 
fer ones ; on the weftern fide is a great trad of bog, 
and alfo to the fouth. The town Jands of Coovalty and 
Cavavalla are in Clones parilh, but infulated in this ; . it 
has alfo the mill of Balnacanty, and the demefnes of 
Tho/n-Hill, Agnamalla, and Brook- Vale. 

Kilmore parifli has twenty^-one lakes; all on the 
northern fide are connefted ; the moft extenfive is that 
in the glebe of Kilmore. The central part is beft fupr 
plied with bog : the demefqes of Ballyleck, Brandrumy 
and RockviJle are in this parifh^ alfo the glebe at Kil- 
more, and Jackfon's mill. 

Tidavnet parifli has nineteen lakes ; thofe only con- 
fiderable at Mount Louife and Slack's Grove : a very 
great trad of bog verges on the north-eaft ; the remain- 
der of the parifli is fufficiently fupplied* Here axe the 
demefnes of Mount Louife, ClannamuUy, Slack's * 
Grove, Killater, Poplar- Vale, and New-Grove. A rapid 
river runs from the Slieve-Baught mountainSj which 

divides^ 
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Avides this county from Fermanagh county, runs to the . 
eaftward, and rounds the entire northern part of Tehol^ 
land pariOi, to the eaftern fide of it, which divide^ it from 
Cremorne barony. 

The ^ebe is at Killymarra,and dus pariih has alfo ffae 
villages of Scotftown and Tidaynet. 

In the parifl) of Pones^ and in this baroiiy, is a well^ 
ipuch celebrated among the peafants, for its virtue in 
curing the jaundice ; it is called Grana-buy-more» 
which fignifies, the great yellow cure. 

When the peafants have this diforder, they go to thi^ 
well fading, in the morning^ and drink the water, until 
it has the effcSt of an emetic, which they endeavour to 
provoke by all means, and, after having fickened theii: 
ftomachs, will of courfe follow ; they then ftrip off their 
Qiirts or (hifts, which they foak very well in this water, 
and put them on again in that wet fiate ; next, take a 
bumper of fpirits, and walk as fajr as they are able, until 
they get into a profufe perfpiration, and, after three days 
(iicceffively praftifing this violent remedy, the cure is 
completed. 

They then hang a rag on the alder tree, which ftands 
over the well, as a grateful offering to the faint who 
prefides over it, and, I fuppofe, above ten thoufand rags 
are fufpended from its branches. Miraculous as they 
conceive (his cure to be, it appears a greater miracle, 
that the effe£lual remedy for all human infirmities is not 
wrought by the death of the patient : but, let the gen- 
tlemen of the faculty inveftigate the caufe, certain it is^ 

that 
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dtikt Ih^jr'iire cured by this extraordinary operation* 
This ^eA is fituated at the foot of a great bank of mo^ 
t9&y Afofll $^hich conftantly ilTues a mineral fcuih of 
various colours, but the foil more inclines to yellow : 
ft Is called (he yellow mud, A rapid ftreatn runs 
clofe by this well, from a direAty oppofite courfe, 
to the face ^f the hiH, the bottom of which is a lime-r 
Hone f6dr, irnd this ftream even flows into the well -, but 
Ibe Waters are feterben^ted from the bank, and go down 
with the ftream, fo that it woiild appear, as if any virtue 
It mi^Kt pofibfs was carried off, and mixed with the 
Areithi. Sdme experiments were tried on this water, 
bat it did not ap(>ear to differ, in any refped, from the 
water running by it, oiily, when the ftream is very low, 
it ha^ the tafte of fofter water. 

Ilavlflg now concluded the baronial furvey, 1 {hall 
give a fninUte detail of the entire procefs of the linen 
fttanu&dure, frcHh the favin^ of the flax to the finifliing 
of the Web, as ft nfi^y be acceptable to my readers. ( 
(ball add fuch remarksi as I was favoured witbi on its 
various proceffes. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIL 



Sketch fff the Linen ManufaSlnr^ from the importation of 
the Flax fiedj until ibt faU of the Linen in a bomi 
or foreign markets 

The flax feed imported into Ireland, is computed to 
average forty thoufand hogfheads, the greater quantity 
of which is had from America, and fome from the 
Baltic, and from Holland \ the latter is confidered the 
beft for wet and heavy grounds ; the American feed ex- 
cels for light fmart ground ; but the Dutch feed is ht 
.more prolific in its proper foil than the other, nearly 
one third greatei* produce, and is rated in its price full a 
third dearer; each hogfhead contains about feven 
bufliels of our meafure, and varies much in price, ac- 
cording to the quantity imported. Five pounds, fter- 
ling, per hogfliead, may be a fair average price ; it is 
often times flidrt of that rate, and often exceeds it ; 
that is about fourteen fliillings and three pence half- 
penny per buflie) ; four bufliels of feed are fbwn to the 
acre, which amount to two pounds feventeen and two 
' pence ; the value of the ground about four pounds, and 
of the labour one pound. In this country it always oc- 
cupies 
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Cttpie$ the ground^ which was cropped with potatoes the 
preceding year, and is fowed from the fifteenth of Apri! 
to the fifteenth of May ; the ground is not turned, ex- 
cept when trampled, or the foil wet ; it is then lightly 
pointed, and the feed- fown, and harrowed very fine, all 
the ftones and weeds being picked clear off it, and con- 
ftantty weeded, until it is fit for pulling. The produce 
of this acre, is generally from fifty ta eighty Aone of. 
lough flax> fit for the hackle, and is worth, before it is 
pulled, from ten to twenty- five pounds 'per acre, the 
average may be fixteen pounds* The flax is fit for 
' palling about the beginning of Atiguft ; if it is intended ^ 
to m^ke fine linen, it ought to be pulled when the blue 
bloilbm is on the ftalk, if for a coarie quality or for 
feed faving, it muft be left till the bloilbm is quite off, 
2nd the bead is full ; it always gives a heavier crop when 
pulled green than when pulled for feed ; one bufhel of 
feed Cowtdy gives eight bufbets of feed laved,, together 
with the flax^ fo that the (eed may be previoufly faved 
in the branches before fteeping j this deferves attention^ 
if it is agreed that it is our advantage to (avq our own 
feed^ which is very much difputed, and I have heard it 
warmly fupported, that it would be more to our intcreft 
to import the feed, and give our commodities in ex- 
change for it. The Dublin Society had once thought 
othcrwife, (as I hope they continue to do) ^d gave 
premiums many years ago, for the faving of flax-feed^ 
and of hoveling iu Some of the feed fo faved is yet 
in this country, and confidcrcd better than any import- 
ed^ 
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cd, becaufe it is not adulterated, which moft frequent- 
ly is the cafe with imported feed, being mixed either in 
the foreign country, or at home before it is expofed for 
fale, with the old feed, which has lain over fince the 
preceding year. In good weather flax-feed is very 
eafily faved, but very difficult in a rainy feafon, and can- 
not be well faved without cloths; the branches are 
fpread on the ground till they grow yellow by being 
expofed to the weather $ the heads are kept in this ftate 
until the next feafon for Towing,' when they are threflied 
and the feed winnowed and cleaned ; they frequently 
(bell the feed from the head by running it through a 
common corn mill, when the ftones are fet for ihelling 
grift, but the former method isefteemed the beft. When 
the Dublin Society offered premiums for the faving of 
flax-feed, they reftri£ted the ftacking of it before 
threfhing, which now appears to be a very obvious mif- 
^ take, for excellent feed is faved after this manner ; the 
only difference is, the flax muft be left to ftand a little 
longer than ufual after flowering, till the head grows 
yellow; in this cafe the flax will anfwer every purpofe, 
as if it was pulled earlier in the ufual time, but the 
thread will not draw quite fo fine. The foil of the 
county of Fermanagh is preferable to Monaghan for 
rearing flax ; there, twenty-five ftones of clean fcutched, 
unhackled flax, are faved frequently from the bufhel of 
feed, including tow, &c. but fixteen or eighteen is the 
average of Monaghan, and twenty at leaft of Ferma- 



nagh. 
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The fineness or costrfenefs of the izx depend H 
much on the foil as it does on the kind of feed imported, 
and is to be confidered as well as the di/Ference in pro- 
dittce. A light graveHy or fandy foil will produce very 
fine flax, but the crop will be very lights The heavy 
crop, whi<:h will not draw fo iine thread, but of a better 
quality, is always had in deep, moift, clayey foil ; light 
loams are very favouraUe to flax, l>oth for quality and 
quantity, the latter not in the (ame degree as clay. Any 
compoft, that produces weeds (as fermenting drellings) 
i^ prejudicial to flax ; for this reafon potatoe ground is 
chofen ^ if lime or marie has been the lad manure on the 
day foil, it is (o much the better, and tbey will not ve- 
getate weeds, which are extremely defiru£tlve to flax^ 
and alfo conliderably increafe the expence^ 

In tbofe parts of Holland, where they raife fo much 
fiax and fave lo much feed, their foil is a deep ftilFcIay, 
and Aieir feed, therefore, is confidered fuperior by a 
third in value, and it will give the like proportion greater 
crop than any from America or Ri ga. 

It is univerfally allowed, that the ground cannot be 
toot well tilled for flax, for. which reafon it is never the 
flrft crop taken from the lay ; in Holland it feldom is 
'iy- earlier than the fourth, and madder always precedes it, 
which takes fo many ploughings and earthings, as it lied 
two years in the ground. It muft be obferved it is not 
for any nutritious fubftante, which the madder plant 
leaves in the ground, that it is chofen to precede flax; 
quite the reverfe, as it is very ^xhauftingl^ the reafon is» 

becaufc 
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becaufe the ground gets fuch frequent tiUing^s ui its 
cultivation^ that it becomes very fine and proper for ^ 
flax crop« 

In the Low countrieSf where tke foil cannot yiel4 
fnadder^ being too lights they give many focceflive 
ploughingSt and always a fallowing before they four 
their flax feed. The choice of the feed is now a parti* 
cular confideration } the full (bort plump feed is thebef^ 
and moft oily, but it is a material matter to change the 
feed, for allowing yoa have the beft feed, and the beft 
foi)^ yet by conftant fowtngs it will greatly degenerate. 
The feed to be fown on deep clay foils, {hoqld have been 
iaved from lighter grounds, and that for light foils 
ihould be faved from deeper days) we have evident 
proof of the feed, riifed ia our own country, yielding 
crops in every refped equal to the beft imported foed^ 
and we have all that variety of foil,' which is neceflary in 
the conftant change to preferve from degeneration ; this 
ought to be a very ftrong and leading argument in fa- 
vour of rearing ouc own feed, and as we import our 
feed from countries, where the linen manufadure is 
confiderably engaged in, we ought to recoiled^, that they 
will neceflarily keep the beft feed for their own ufe, and 
give us the worft. We are now at iflue with all the 
world, in the linen trade, and the envy of every other 
country in this our ftaple commodity. If then we can 
rear our own flax, why ihould we ftand the precarious 
chance of a fopply from a foreign market, or annually 
cxpofe the main fupport of the nation to the hazard of 
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the (eas ? I have already obfervcd, that the feed is Cowed 
from the middle of April to the middle of May, which 
is not pulled till Aiiguft ; this appears quite too late, 
for if the feed was fowed in March, it might be fipe by 
the latter end of June, or early in July, and would have 
the advantage of the warm dry weather that intervenes, 
particularly in the latter month, which is fo neCeflary 
for flax; for -in a very wet ruihmei' it is injured, and 
our climate is too apt to be rainy in July, which is the 
month of all others it would require to be dry, for this 
branch of hulbandry ; and One great advantage the fiax 
farmer would have in pulling early, is, that in the fmall 
plot of ground, which his fiax occupied, he might (oW 
a crop of turnips, which is fuch a wholefome and excel- 
lent vegetable, and with care would hold during the 
winter and fpring. If the farmer wifhes t6 lay down 
with flax, he may introduce artificial grafles a few days 
after fowing the feed ; clover is known particularly well 
to agree with it, but it muft be always frefh harrowed, 
and would be the better to be rolled too ; it is neceflary . 
to take great care to fow it very evenly, and I have alrea- 
dy mentioned, that a bufhel is the ufual quantity allowed- 
to a quarter of an acre The pulling is the next procefs, 
and on this depends the great matter of difpute, and is 
of fo great importance to the linen trade, as by pulling 
early, when the flax is blue, we do not fave any feed, 
which is only done by letting it (land until it yellows. 

It is afiertcd, that fine flax only can be had from early 
pulling, which even granting true for a molneht, the 

abfurdity 
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ibfurdity of this pradice is (hewn in this county, as they 
manufadure fine linens ; of courfe they cannot want fine 
flax, and certainly they throw away at teaft ten pounds 
worth of feed for every acre of flax, which is .pulled 
when in bloflbm, and evidently a confiderable quantity 
of the flax itfelf is loft, as not having arrived at perfec- 
tion, it becomes weak in the dreifing, and breaks, thus 
caft for tow, and what they have is by no means arrived 
at that perfe£Kon it would have had, was it left to remain 
to ripen. Every thing in nature requires maturity, it 
holds good in the vegetable as well as in the animal fyC- 
tern ; the only thing, that can be faid for pulling it green^ 
k that it fpiits with lefs labour, but in the Low countries, 
where the fineft flax is raifed, where it is manufaftured 
into the niceft laces, they never pull until the feed is 
ripe; from this we may moft certainly pronounce, that it 
is a great miftake to fuppofe green flax gives the finer 
thread ; it is only a lazy argument^ that would counte- 
nance it, lefs labour being required in the fplitting of 
it than if it had attained its proper ftrength. After pul- 
ling, it is bound in bunches large enough to, anfwer the 
girth of the flax, or as much as can be tied up with its 
own flalk, as corn is bound ; this is depofited in a bog* 
liole^ or a pool of ftagnant water, as encouraging pu- 
trefa6li6n, and' remains there from five to twelve days, 
or juft fo long as the ligneous partjcles, which lie with 
the ftalk, become rotten. The outer filament, being the 
flax, th^n feparates from it, but this mode of fteeping in 
bog holes certainly injures the colour of the flax. It re- 
quires 

V 
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quires paittculv nicety to afcert^n wheait is fuffict^y 
fteeped, and after four days^ muft be careiuUy emmki^: 
cd every day; if let to lie too long^ the flax will b^ 
rotted and good for nothing ; it would be therefore wUii 
to le^n to the other extreme. The reader will conceive^ 
that fteeping immediately after pulling is the more Cpq^-« 
pnon though miftaken prance of this eoumn-y, an4 
only becomes the fecond operation^ when pulled greedy 
and the feed not intended to be faved : but when ot^t^ 
wife, which is too feldom the cafe« it is rippled previa* 
ous to fteeping, that is, by drawing the he^s dvrough aq 
iron comb, which pulls oiF the little teills^ that contain 
the feed, which is laid by carefully for the next (eafon^ 
and then the flax is watered .as already defcribed. Care 
muft be taken in fteeping$ that the flax be welt 
covered with the water, and if it can be buried in the 
mud, fome e{{eem it the better ^ but I muft obTerve^ thai 
this is confidered to hurt the colour, A runtvng ftreanx 
is generally clear, yet it has its difadvanlage^ as .the fl^x 
j$ very liable to be damaged by tangling, with the mo- 
tion of the water, fo that the water, which is clearefty 
^ snd moft ftill, but foft, is certainly the freeft from all 
inconveniencies. Bog water is efteemed, by fome, Z9 
preferable, as haftening the putref^^ioh^ which is evi^ 
dently a great miftake, a$ its aftringent quality is di-^ 
redly oppofite to putrefcence, and muil certainly retard 
the procefs j if places were d^ oMt for ponds, aod 
filled early in the fumn^er, the water would foon be- 
come (oft and mollified by the influence of the fun and 

warm 
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wum sir^ and would quickly ferment with the juice of 
the plants that is immerfed in it. Too great pains can- 
not be taken in this refpe^ and in the choice and 
afped of refervoirs ; thefe waters are of more confe* 
quence to the flax drefier than many are aware of, and 
the fuccefs of the manufadure very materially depends 
on this particular. When flax is fteeping, it muft be 
kept down with a weight, as timber^ clay, &c. but 
fl:ones are not to be ufed, as being apt to cut the ftalk; 
the ponds or refervoirs, that are ufed particularly for this 
purpofe^ foon get a confiderable quantity of the dirt 
from the flax, which putrefies, and if the newly depo- 
iited flax is covered with this, it affifts the fermentation, 
and it is even laid, that yarn will have a darker colour 
after it, yet it will (boner become white on the bleach, 
which procels is naturally affifted by the flax having 
been covered with the flime when fteeping. 

The exaA time the flax ihould lie in water is uncer- 
tain, and depends much on the quality of the water, 
and alfoofthe flax: in four days, the defired efFeA is 
performed^ and it fometimes will require fifteen or fix-* 
teen. When once the pith eafily feparates from the 
bark, it ought to be immediately taken up, as it will re- 
ceive injury as long after as it ihall remain in the water; 
if it does not all work out eafily, the attendant ought 
not to be difcouraged, nor run the chance of over-fleep- 
[ ing it ; the fame effeds, that are had by watering, will 
be continued in a great meafure by graifing, which is 
the next proceis, that is, the fpreading of the flax in 
^ rot. III. . N . thin 
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thin la/ers on the grafs, the bundle li^g prevtotiflf 
opened ; it generally takes about fourteen days in this 
fiage, but it clepends much on the finenefs of the wea* 
ther, as the hotter the fun^ the quicker and better is 
the procefs. The flax muft be turned every fecond 
day^ and the (horteft grafs or warm fand banks are the 
fitted fituations to be choren for this purpofe. The 
putrefaction of the flax caufes a very fetid ftencb, 
and the whole country being engaged in it at one time, 
we might expe£l: that diftempers. might prevail, 
which is not the cafe, as is found from experience ; the 
great quantities of vegetables, fuch as beans, early po- 
tatoes, &c. which at that time come in, and are the ge« 
neral food, may corre^); its unwholefome efFeds, if ib 
they can be termed. That particular cuftoms and ge- 
neral purfuits of a country have an influence on the 
atmofphere, and more or lefs render it prejudicial to 
health, is very certain, and is proved particularly at 
the time the people are engaged in burning their land. 
As afhes are the general manure here. In the Q>ring,^ 
when they burn previous to potatoe (owing, the air is 
certainly tainted with its pernicious effeAs, and this is 
always the moft unwholefome feafon in the year. 

It is again a very nice matter to know, how long the 
fiax (hould be left in this ftate, and it muft be con- 
ftantly tried by breaking the ftalk, and feeing how the 
timber feparates from the flax ; to leave it on the graft 
too long, will be as prejudicial as too (hort a.tim^; 
the former makes it rotten and diiBcult to manner into 

flax. 
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flax } Che latter will alfo bave the (aoie efFed, and alfo 
another diladvantage, that it cannot be drawn fino 
in the wheelj but will work haftey and coarfe* 
The ufual tipiie for graffing is three weekt ; after having 
been filfficiently fpread, they again tie it up in faiall par-^ 
eels with hay ropes^ and fee it up in ftooks again for 
a few hours, expofed to a hoc drying (ixth to air that part 
which lay laft on the ground, and to draw the moifture 
from it ; a particular care ought to be had in making 
thefe bundle, to parcel out the various kinds togethcfy 
as the* long and fliort, the coarfe and fine, &c.; thia 
will fave much labour. It now becomes neceiTary to 
give the flax the morp quick and fearching teat fr<m 
fire ; formerly, it was dried in. ovens, which were heat-* . 
ed moderately, and the flax left fo for about twelv? 
boors. The degree of heat requifite was afcertained by 
a man ftanding in it without inconvenience or uneafi* 
nefs, but at the fame time poiTeffing a warm gloww 
H^re, with ^very poor farmer, an oven would be top 
^xpenfive $ they^dry upon what they term a ikey, which 
18 a hurdle of wicker work, placed or raided about fiviB 
feet from the ground, and always is apart from the 
houfe, to guard againft accidental fire, &c« After 
lJ)»s mode, the proceis is much quicker, as they 
kindle a tolerably ftroog fire under the ikey, on which 
the flax remains only about an hour or two, until the 
bark, which is the flax, is Separated from the inner 
jbihftance, which I have before called the timber, and is 
noyr decayed fince it has been fteeped. This is the 
N 2 ' part 
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pare, which particularly requires the heat, as, having* 
been previoufly in a putriiied ftate, it now becomes 
brittle, fo that it (hall readily fall to pieces, when it 
comes under the operation of the pounder ; but previ- 
ous to this, as in the preceding ftages, a nicety is ne- 
ceflary to be obferved, which is too Kttle attended to ; 
for the (heaves of flax, which are indifcriminately piled 
together on the ftey, cannot get an equal degree of heat ; 
that part lying next the (key muft be fcorched, before 
the topmoft (heaves receive any heat at all, and the flax 
muft be certainly injured in colour bythefmoke. An 
oven, therefore, muft have the preference, but thofe^ 
who caimot go to that expence, ought to be veiy 
careful to turn their (heaves frequently, and by ufing 
charred turf for their fire, the difadvantage from fmoke 
would be remedied, which is done by ftriklng it with a 
common beetle on a level furface or flc5or ; but this is 
very injurious, it (hould be by ufing a fimple machine, 
which is called the breaker, and confifts of two piecea 
of timber, jointed into one another, like locking or 
chfping the fingers of two hands together; it (hould be 
broken immediately after drying, as it works more cri(p 
and free whilft warm. 

Pounding the tsoL is, evidently, very hurtful, as the 
blow comes acrofs the grain, and muft often cut it, 
which* when it comes to the hackle, will, of courfe^ 
hil into and wafte a confiderabk quantity of the belt 
part of the flax. This matter, inconfiderable as it may 
appear, yet does great injury; allefrors in fo impor* 

tant 
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tant a branch as our linen manufaAure ought to be rec- 
ttfiedy as throwing a burthen and expence on the trade, 
by which means it comes to market on depreciating 
terms, and if regulated better, could be afforded for 
lefs coft, which always infures the preference to any 
commodity. 

If then, with the many diladvantages under which 
we labour, we enjoy fo confiderable a portion of this 
trade, and excel thofe nations, who take more pains 
and care ip the like manufacture ; how much more is it 
wordi our while to leave no evil unredrefled, which 
would certainly raife us to that pre-eminence, in which 
it would be folly for any power to try to rival us ? 

The flax is next fcutched, which is done by women, 
who hold one end of the flax in one hand, over a flat 
board, fet upon its end, affixed to a block of wood to 
fteady it, and the edge, which is made like the blade of 
a knife, (helving and Iharp, lies horizontals on this, 
the flax is held, and beaten with a broad Uaded wo^en 
knife, having a long and heavy handle; the inner de- 
cayed ligneous Vubftance thus falls out from the filaments^ 
which remain and are the flax: after this procefr it 
is ready for market, and the grofs contents are laid to 
be the produce by weight In fcutching, the broad 
round fcutch is better than the narrow one, which cuts 
the filaments; one perCbn will break and fcutch about 
twelve pounds of flax in one ^ay, though in Holland 
they will work nearly twice as much ; but mills are 
now ereAed for fcutching flax, one of which will do 
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more work duui twelve women, and are Worked eiAcr 
hj borfes or by water, afid attended ta by men and boys; 
the price of fcutcbing is is. per ftone. 

It is now ftored for u(e, and occafionally hackled or 
drawti through Combs, or rakes, compofed of flender 
iron pins^ like wool-combers implements ^ the fineft 
and longeft flax is the prime part, the remainder is the 
backings or the tow, and the refufe of all is afei fcfc 
thatch for houfes, for which it is moft excellent and 
durable. The hackles require to be of various fees and 
clofenefe, as to the different qualities of the flax, and i^ 
iinenefs ; the flax ifaould be drawn through thefe, feve- 
ral times, and vi^ith great care. The moft experienced 
bands only attempt to work the fineft hackle, which is 
▼ery clofe, and a nice matter to perform weff. 

I have already ventured to difapprove of the method 
encouraged long ago by the Dublin Society, of ftacktng 
flax, in order to fave the feed, and I am warranted in it 
by the opinions of many very well experienced farmers 
in this hafbandry ; for, by flacking the flax, that parf, 
which is expofcd to the weather, becomes of inferior 
quality to that prelcrvcd within, which would all be favcd 
had it been houfed ; and, if the bdcs had been rippled 
after pulling, and hid by on a granary floor, they would 
certainly keep as well, as if they had not been ieparated 
from the ftalk : but the great evil in ftacking is, that 
the part, which is expofed, dbe^not entirely rot, ^ will 
bear the work, but then the web is conrpofed of flax of 
unequal quality, ^nd, when one part wffl be found sttti 
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gpoi^ in other places it (juickly goes to pieces in the 
wear) if not in the ftrefs it receives in the bleaching. I 
have before ftated the produce of an acre of flax to be 
from fifty to eighty ftone, fit for the hackle of fixteen 
pounds to the fton?) and this^ when hackled, produces 
from feven to eight pounds, and it is, on an average, 
of the value of 8s. per fione; the average is found in 
this country much nearer fifty ftone than in other parts, 
fay fifty-three ftone per acre, and this rough flax, at 8/« 
per ftone, will produce 11/. 4X.; the price of feed de- 
dudied, 8/. 6j. 10^. is the remainder for his labour, and 
the price of the ground ; the produce is often more, and 
fometimes lefs, and the price is certainly at a low valuation* 
The flax being now fcutched and hackled, it is 
made ready for the wheel, and generally fpun to two- 
dozen yarn, reeled, &cc. This procefs is fo well 
known, it becomes needlefs to mention it ; after which 
the yam is fteeped for ten or twelve hours, and walbed 
clean, and boiled, ready for the loom, and woven« At 
this trade, the weaver, who is a journeyman, will earn 
from one to two (hillings per day, and, at times, the 
employer mil make double profit on the journeyman's 
work. When woven, it is always brought to market, 
and the web is there fold unbleached, and held open in 
folds, expofed to the buyers, who ftand on benches in 
the open ftreet, and the fellers pafs on under them ; a 
few folds of the linen are expofed foe examination; it 
muft previoufly have been meafured, and well examined, 
and the contents be legibly ftamped on the web by an 
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officer^ who is called the feal-mafter, becaufe he affixes 
Us feal ; this officer gives good fecurity to the Linen- 
Board before he gets his commiffion, and it behoves him 
to be extremely exad, and corre£t in his reports, as, 
ihould any fiaud appear in his return, or the piece of 
cloth be not of the fame quality throughout, and per* 
fe^y undamaged, both he and the weaver are liable to 
fevere penalties, which are never remitted or pafled 
over, the merchants being fully fenfible, that the credit 
of the trade, and its confequence, can only be upheld by 
a ftri£b attention to the excellent laws, which the 
Linen Board have provided, to meet every impofition 
relative to the manufaAure. For the feal-mafter's 
trouble, he is entitled to two^pence from the feller, for 
every web he meafures, and the owner of the houfe alfo 
receives a penny for every web paid for in his hou/e, 
which is alfo deduced from the feller: thefe fev6ral 
films produce a great revenue to thefe people, as per- 
haps, feveral hundred, nay, fome thoufand webs, may be 
purcbafed , in a market in one day, and, when thefe two 
offices centre in one perfon, it becomes very lucrative 
indeed. As, on die faith of this feal, the piece is bought 
by the merchant, without previous meafurement> it is 
very neceiTary to fine^ and otherwife punifli the offender 
feverely, which offences are never paffed over, and often 
amount to a heavy fine, befides forfeiture of the piece. 
From this fund the purchafer is reimburfed by the ma- 
giftrate, who levies the fine, and the remainder goes to 
the Linen Board. If the fold, which is expofed to view, 
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is of better quality than the concealed parti the fraad 
being dien intentional, the fine is confiderably encrealed. 
If the feller expofes a web for fale in the market, before 
the appointed hour, he is liable to be fined 201.; the 
complainant gets the fine for hts information. The va* 
rious laws, that are eftabliflied by the Linen Board, are ^ 
very corred, and the wifdom of diis Board, in providing 
againft all emergencies and impofitions, is exemplified 
in one of the laws, which fays, that if the fiiilure of a 
crop of flax is occafioned by bad feed^ then the faroaer 
ihall recover his loft from the merchant who fold it, as 
it often happens, that they adulterate the new with die 
old feed on hands fince the preceding year; this is 
known, by the flax throwing out black fpecks, that 
greatly injure it, and it requires much time to purge 
out thefe ftains, and alfo great beating and rubbing, 
which evidently muft reduce the ftrength of the flax. 
Lightning will produce the lame effed, in fome degree, 
as defcribed, but the difference is known, by comparing 
the crop with others adjoining, which, if the black 
fpecks were occafioned by it, would be fliewn likewife 
in other crops; if they do not appear fo, then it 
is known to be produced from bad feed, and the fiur- 
mer falls on the merchant for his lofs. The linen mar- 
Icets of this counfy are firft at Monaghan, which is held 
on Monday ; here about 3000A worth of webs are fold 
weekly, every market on an average, through the year, 
exclufive of the flax and yarn fold, which amounts to a 
(confiderable fum, and a great quantity of each of thefe 
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articles is t^orled; here is an unqueftionable proof of 
the iodiiftry of die women and chUdren. 

In fpeaking of the markets of the county, I do nol 
«iean thofe^ that are within its bounds^ but thoTe, which 
are conftandy attended by the merchants of this county ^ 
in this inftance is the town of Araaagh, which market is 
held on Tucfday, and is confidered the beft in Ireland, 
for yard- wide linens of a coarfe quality ; vakiit in the 
web from i6d, to 20^. per yard, and of very coarle» 
from ^^d. to 10^. per yard i this market is eftiniated 
worth 5000/4 weekly. Caftleblaney market, in the 
county, is held on Wednefday ; this may be worth 5Q0A 
per week. Clones market, within the county, is held 
00 Thurfdays, which is rated at 700/. 

Cootehill market is held on Fridays, and the average 
value of yard*wide webs and iheetings, ibid here, is 
rated at 4000/. weekly. This is the only market where 
iheetings are fold, which amount to a large fum, but 
the other cloths are fold to a greater amount in Mo- 
naghan $ this town is in the county of Cavan, but i{ 
joins the barony of Dartrey in Monaghan, and is th^ 
beit frequented-market in thcfe two counties. 

Ballibay, in this county, has its market held on Sa- 
turdays: the value of cloth purchafed here is about 
i»5oo/. weekly. In the neighbourhood of this town, a 
diflrid, which is called the Cahilk, is remarkable for 
producing a heavy crop of flax, equal to twenty- eight 
fione of fcuChed flax to the quarter of an acre, and 
from one buihel of feed fowed^ this is 'an immenfe 
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productf, but the quality is proportiooably coaric. The 
webs being thus purchafcd greea by the draper or 
bleacher, he writes his name on the web, and die price 
lie pnrchafed it at, checking it ii^his memoraadum booky 
and the feller takes it to the merchant's pay-houfe, which 
I have already fpoken of» where he receives his meoeyv 
after the market is over. When they are brought home 
to the bleach-green, they are firft numbered and marked^ 
and put to fteep in water for twelve or twenty-four 
hourS) to foften the dreffing^ with which, 1 (bouU have 
Uid, the weaver ftilFens them ; they are then waflied as 
dean as poffible, and put out to dry before they aie 
boiled. The procefs of boiling with lye is continued 
for about a month in general, once in one Week, and 
iwice the next, fo that in the month they get fix boilings: 
the lye, in which they are boiled, is made from Amertcali 
pot-a(h, or Spanifli barilla; this is cleaned out evfj 
diird or fourth boil, and is made in ftrength according 
to the ftate of the linens^ which is afceruintd by a ikil- 
ful praditioner, by tafiing the lye* In this ftage the 
webs may be coafidered as half-bleached, and are now 
prepared for the muriatic acid, a chcfmical preparation, 
or diftillaiion from vitriol and fea-falt, in which they arc 
fteeped, and then waibed out, and put out on the grafe 
for a day or two, and fo continued^ until the Q}rat, or 
outer bark of the lint, is all difiblved by the acid i the 
webs are next ibured, and foalded, once, twice, or three 
tim^, until they are got to that degree of colour bought 
MCeflary, and^ between every four and feaid, they are 
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rubbed in die vafliing machine, with a ftrong lather of 
foap; for the firft, and fometimes, Tecond rubbing, they 
are boiled in the foap, which, at the laf( rubbing, is 
waflied out. The webs are now confidered bleached ; 
they are blued, and only half dried, fo as to take the 
beedes, which operation is performed by wrapping the 
web round a circular fhaft placed horizontal, which 
turns flowly on its axis, and with a very rapid motion^ 
a number of beetles (which are bars of beech timber, 
placed perpendicular, and worked by a cro&* wheel in* 
ferted in them in a ferpentine dire£tion) are pounded an4 
beaten^ and this procefs is continued for nine or teH 
hours. It may be naturally fuppofed, that, with this 
violent drei&ng, though the webs receive a fine glo&, 
they are materially injured, and it is very true, that fuck 
is the cafe ; the cffeSt produced is to lay the nap, and 
conceal it from the eye, giving a beautiful finiih to the 
piece; but this is by no means equal to the injury fuf- 
tatned, which thie bleachers are very fenfible of, and, in 
die linens they intend for fervice, and not for fale^thcy 
never beetle longer than an hour at moft. In Holland 
they remedy this, by fining mills, through which die Ihtx 
is put, and all excrefcences are rubbed oiF, fe that the 
flax is brought to the firft degree of art, before it is 
fpun, and they have confequendy no occafion for beedes 
for the fame purpofe that we uife them here ; this goes 
to prove, that their method is fuperior to ours, and that 
their linens fliould be of more durable texture. After ' 
being heeded, die webs are aired or dried, fo that they 
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Ihall not be liable to mildew, when tbey are again put 
on the fliafc and beetled, to give them the finiibing 
glofs, after which they are crifped, meafured, fealedy 
lapped, and tied, then forted into different lots, accord* 
log to their quality, packed, and fent to market. 

In this imperfed flcetch of the procefs of bleachii^, I 
ftall endeavour to explain the ufes of Its various ftages, 
ivhich are divided into fix operations, ift. Steeping; 
ad* Bucking and boiling ; 3d. Watering and drying, 
alternately; 4th. Souring; 5th. Wafhing with foap^ 
and water-blueing, &c.; 6th. Drying. Steeping is the 
firfl operation, fo that the cloth (hall difcharge all the 
Impurities it has received in the hands of the weaver, 
and the greafy dreffing which he makes to ftiffen k^ and 
lay the fprat, or the nap, to niake it look the better for 
iale. This purging is very neceflary, becaufe it clears 
the linen of all the matter, which would impede the ac- 
tion of the falts, and if fuch impurities were not well 
difcharged, the cloth could never be brought to take but 
a partial and unequal colouring. The water for thjis 
purpofe is blood warm; too great heat might fix and 
ftagnate the impure matter, which It is defigned to 
purge the linen of, and a lefier heat would be too tedious 
in difiblving it. In fome hours this dreffing is entirely 
diflblved, and a fermentation takes place, from the 
acidity it acquired, which is very evident from the bub- 
bling which arifes, the fcum that appears on the furface, 
and the fwelling of the liquor. The fcum confifts of thofc 
impure partides, which have been 4ircharged from the 
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doth, and during the fertncnttticm they float on Ike ftir« 
face, (o that it is neceflary to take out the web from the 
fleep before the fermentation fubGdes, otherwife the 
fcum would again fill down, and mix with the cloth ; 
and anodier danger would enfue, for, when the four or 
acetous fermentation fubfides, another fermentation fuc» 
ceec^, which is the putrid one, and when this takes place, 
the cloth rs damaged In cdour, being made darker, and 
aUb becomes tender^ greatly reducing the ftrength of the 
tftxture. The greateft care muft be had to avoid this dan- 
ger. The confequence of ftee{)ing now is (hewn, that, by 
this means, all dirt and impurities are difcharged, and the 
doth becomes foft, and free for the action of the /alts : 
after this operation, it is wafhed in pure water, by a 
miTI, with a regular and eafy motion^ and all loofe par- 
ticles are carried offl The fecond material operation in 
this art, is that of bucking or boiling, and is the moft 
important of the whole; by thefe means the brown 
cdour of the cloth is difcharged by the application of 
alkaline lyes ; thefe lyes are had from American pot- 
afli, or barilla afhes ; marcroft or cafliub are alfo ufed, 
bat they being very hard, muft be well pounded before 
the falts are difcharged from them. The a{hes being put 
into the copper with the webs, they are boifed together, 
and the degree of ftrength of the lye is afcertained by the 
tafte, becaufe it cannot be known by the exaft quantity 
of aflies ; for the alhes lofe their fahs according to the 
trme they are kept, and fome kinds will poffeft a eonfider- 
aMy greater quantity than others 5 nor is the tafte a 
* true 
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&tie flaii4«nl to yjaigt by, becaufc it is vsriaUe, aad 
iDuft aUb be falu]^ or Tttiated bjr CQuftant trials. $ut 
a baH i^ invented, which is called the proof, by whidi 
llie fpedfic gravity is ibund, and the quantity of (alta 
that are 4i£blir€d I this is neverchdefe yet imperfc^, for 
k do^ not expofe the bad qualities of the falts, for the 
lighter the lye, die more apt tt is to be corfK^ve, ani 
deflni^ve lothe web. Pearl-a(bes added to the lye 
correA the ftisong itmy tafte, which it pojQefles, and d« 
away die dai^erotis coafequences. It is now to be coo^ 
iidered, what k the effed of the afition of die lye on the 
|peb, and it is found by experienee, that it redvces Ae 
^dbdi in weight, and hence follows the prefijoip^ii, 
tins, by i^sniiovii^ feme wei^t, this weight muft bethe 
lanMim cekair, and that the linen is whitened, in propor- 
,doB as it is wealomed, tfaefe tw^ powers afiiag in die 
4tke degrecjof force^ 

The ckdi, having been boiled, is now kid on the 
l^icen, alternately watered and dried, to expel the ^ti, 
which would, if let to dry too long, and get too much 
heat from die fun, con()enfe and approach together, fo 
niuch, as would corrode and deftroythe texture of the 
linen* Thus it appears, that the linen becomes whHe 
by ev^poradon, that is, fay the brxvwn particles, togedier 
with the falts which it has acquired in buckings flying 
off by die adion and power of the fan and air on t)^e 
wdbb and diis is evident, by the cloth being dried, with- 
out being lii^Ie to injury after the evaporation has 
ceafeds mi it is fiill more certainly fliewn, by the 
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wbitenels, which that fide of the web acquires, which is 
eXpofed to the fuD^ in a greater degree dian the under 
fidey or that next the grafs. As it is in this opeiation 
that the cloth attains its whiteneTs, fo is the excellence' 
of the art attributed to this, which is a miftaken notion ; 
for it is by reafon of the (alts, with which the cloth had 
been impregnated in the former operation, that it acquires 
the colour; fo that, by watering and bleaching the procefr 
is finiflied, for which the ground-work was laid in boil- 
ing in the lye. In the lye is always a quantity of fuU 
phureous matter, with which linen is confequently 
ftained, which cannot be carried off eafily, but by 
evaporation: wa(hing alone will not have the etEeSt, 
and this (hews the neceffity for funny weather^ in order 
to bleach to a good colour. The linen having acquired 
a d^ree of earthy matter, by reaibn of the alkaline iklts, 
and the many wafliings and evaporations, it is necefOury 
to difcharge it of this, which cannot be done by walking 
' alone, becaufe earth will not be diffolved by water, and 
only can be cffeded by acids, 6r, in other words, by 
fouring, which is the next operation. Thefe acids, 
being applied naturally, connefi with the earthy parti- 
cles, which abforb them, and, in this mixture, a kind of 
(alt is produced, which can readily be difcharg^ by 
walking in water, which the earthy particles would not 
yield to, without the application of the acid* Thefe 
acids are produced by bran-meal, fteeped, and kt lie 
to four, by buttermilk, or four milk, &c; wken tiie 
linen is depofited in this, a fermentttion again tafcca 
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place, when the four matter along widi the water foaks 
through the linen ; after the acetous fermentation is 
over, here the fame care muft be obferved to take out 
the linen, or elfe the putrid fermentation, which takes 
place immediately, will caufe the grofs particles to fall 
again on the web. The fours ufed at firft, are very 
ftrong, and gradually reduced, but the four cannot be 
too ftrong : the earthy particles are greater during the 
firft fouring, and become lefler and lefler stfter every 
fuch application ; confequently they do not require to 
be made fo ftrong as at firft. This operation takes a 
week at the leaft, but its efied: is always haftened in 
liot weather, becaafe by heat the fermentation is pro- 
duced, and an artificial heat can be given by keeping 
the fouring veflels in a warm fituation, which will cer-' 
tainly quicken the procefs; befides the acids produced 
by the means now defcribed, they can alfo be had from 
the vegetable, and from mineral acids, but the former 
are not fuppofed tobe fo good for the linen, as diey con- 
tain an oily fubftance, which would be hoftile to the 
cloth becoming white* Mineral acids, as vitriol, have 
not this oily matter, and can be produced by a much 
cheaper procefs than the former, and are now ufed ; the 
cloth is always dry when put into die four, in order diat 
the water and acid may be imbibed equally into die 
linen, which would not be die cafe was die web put in 
wet, as the water would naturally be firft attraded to 
itfetf. In fouring with milk, a fermcnUtion is produced, 
and no danger can accrue to the web; but widi vitriol, 
' youiiu o Aw 
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ther« w no feniiehtBtion> and, being firft reduced by- 
waur, it is rendered fo weak, as that thtf linen tannot 
be it^red» fo that) in ckuttous hands, it is the quickeft^ 
eafieft, and cheapeft methdd ; befide$> in the miik^ 
there is a greafy fubfhmce, whi6h is ever prejudicial to 
linen, which the Yitrtol does not poffcfs j nor, as the 
Tttfiol does not ferment, can that putrefaction take 
place, which damages linen fo materiall/, and which 
is the cafe with milk; the latter takes federal days to 
perform, and the other is more rapidly effefied in a few 
hours; bdides> cloth foured with vitriol is much 
whiter than it can be, when foured with itiiik; fo thal^ 
for every reafon, both as to expence, coloiir^ and 
tiiDe, tht vitriolic four is certainly fuperior^to any ytt 
difeovered. 

The next operation is that of wafliing the web With 
fbap and watery which can be fo eafily underflood, that 
it ^MTcdy deftrves recluU Whether perfontoed by «cia» 
chinery or by women, the tSk£k is the Gutie i it is only 
to dtfcfaaqgtt the acetous matter, whith ^dhferes to the 
doth from the former pre<^efs, and to cairy oiF die 
heavy greafy partkles, which Remain in Ae dolh^ after 
bleaching, and which ttnite wkh the foipt thus ^ 
cloth is tiFe£hiiIty puiged of them ih the rubbing 
boards^ wtiidi aie grooved and worked into one ano- 
ther j the doth isastt were miHed, but it muft be prgu* 
di«d[ to the linen, a& it is fo fqueesed, aiid die frifiion 
i» fo great, that it raifes a downy matter on thA furftce, 
which clearly wears the cbth; in the mfflklg, aH the 
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dirt 18 carried ofF, which has been raifed in the rubbing. 
After this operation, die webs are blued and flarched ta 
a proper colour, and next dried on lofts, which prot66li€ 
froin anjr inclemency of weather. 

Having from a little enquiry learned the preceding 
matters relative to bleaching, I thought they might not be 
unacceptable to my readers, and have taken the liberty 
to infert them ; fuch matters can only be (hewn fuper^^ 
ficinlly, coming from one, who never had any experience 
of die art, and not having the leaft knowledge of che« 
miftry. I (hall now (how fome grievances, which the 
trade labours under, and the firft and moft materia) of 
all is, the high price of land in the manufafhiring 
counties; our linens are fent to foreign markets, which 
are alfo fupplied from other countries, confequently, « 
competition enfues, and if we cannot fell on cheapet 
termsy we have no advantage or fuperiority. If the 
merchant cannot afford, for this reafon, to raife the 
weaver's hire, who pays dearly for bis provifions, in con^ 
fequence of the high price of land, it follows, that the 
weaver, on whom the trade depends, muft decline gra-» 
dually^ and of courfe the trade With him i hence follows 
emigration, which has in fo alarming a degree taken 
place in the manufa^uring counties, thefe tUro latter 
years, and with them how much of the gold of iht 
country has alfo left us f It is remarkable, they have 
converted all they were worth into fpecie, and taken 
Ait with them^ when, at all times before, linen cloth 
WIS conceived tbe fureft fpeculation. This has in ne 
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foiall degree injured the trade, as it depends on ipecie 
alone, and the high rate of difcount for gold, which 
has varied from one to five per cent, of courfe takes 
fo much from the profits of the linen trade, or adds fo 
great ai burthen to it. The fudden and great orders^ 
which were given from England, about two years ago, 

. for linens, occafioned the enormous rife in their prices, 
and the very rapid counter orders ferved in no fmall 
meafure to hurt the trade, after numbers had fpeculated 
in thi^ demand, and bought up a confiderable quantity 
of linens, which have fince lain on hands, and cannot 
now be fold at firft coft. The linen trade muft al.ways 
be precarious fo long as we import our own feed ; for 
there is no commodity, that varies in price mpre than 
this, and .as every article of merchandize, ufed in die 
various proceiles, is of fuch uncertain and changeable 
prices i but wbilft rents are fo high, of courfe, wages 
muft be kept up, at leaft, as high as they are at prefent* 
In the immoderate price of land, which it now bears, 
if a 'crop fails, the farmer, who is alfo a manufa&urer, 
muft charge it upon fomething, and of courfe, it falls 
on the linen ; this naturally points out the impropriety 
of allowing manufaAurqrs to be farmers ; to confine 
the weaver to his loom, and to give hufbandry only 
to the farmer, would remove the evil, and would ulti* 
mately tend to the advantage of the landed proprietor^ 
^and of the kingdom in general. As a convincing proof 
of the impropriety of blending the two profeffions to«^ 
gethcr, we fiind that the weaver can never Ije a good 

farmer^ 
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fiumer, "for his early days are given up to the loom, 
which be is expert at, and of courfe, he muft be awk- 
ward and ignorant of farming. Befides, nowhere in Ire« 
land are there more flovenly modes of farming or more 
bleak, bare, and unadorned fields than are to be feen in 
the manufaduring counties, when the reverfe ought to 
be the cafe, as the farms are fo very fmall ; but this 
argues their hafte and hurry to return to their looms, 
before they have well begun their bufinefs in the field, 
which ought to be completely finiflied to infure a 
good crop, and which, when it fails, the lofs is 
pulled up, by placing it to the linens, as the rent muft 
be paid at all evehts. The linen trade is hurt in another 
manner alfo, and is deprived of the labour, and the 
addkiohal ikill the weaver might attain in the prac- 
tice, which time is beflowed, or rather thrown away, 
on hufbandry; thus, by intermixing the two purfuits 
together, it is eftimated that both will lofe one half 
of what they might enjoy, if feparately followed. 
I know it may be argued, that the weaver enjoys a 
better ftate of health, by occafionally bein^ employed in 
huibandrys let him have the fame recreation in his gar«- 
den, and the objed is gained ; but in anfwer to this ob* 
jedion, has he more difadvantages than the weavers, 
who are confined to the great manufadurihg towns, who 
never attempt any thing of hufbandry, and are as 
healthy as the community in general ? Recreation is ne« 
ceflary in farming, where labour is fo fevtre, as well as 
in manu&dure ; doubtlefs, the huibandman has a better 

chance 
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cbance for good hesixk Aan the maattfaSurer, and he 
is lets addiAed to intemperaBce and excefs, which tnake^ 
no fmalt rea&g for this fuperior enjoyment The induf* 
Irious and fober manu£i£turer can fpare time enough 
from his loom, to take that recreation neceflary for 
healthy and alfo be aUe to c^n a fufficiency for his ex* 
pences ; but what can be more plain, as to the lofs to the 
trade, than this fimple fad, that the weaver wiH earn 
more than double hire at his loom, than the moft expe* 
fienced hofbandman can have for his labour in the field ; 
hence it appears^ it i$ not bodily hbour, but art, on 
vhich the linen manufadure is dependant. To deny 
^ weaver a garden would be cruelty, and it is a privi- 
lege they ought to enjoy, tb«procure them thofe vege^ 
tables, which could be raifed with fo little attention, or 
jkMTs of time, and in hours of recreation would amount 
to a pleafure in this purfiiit. More land they will cer* 
tmnly covet and gcafp at, but it ought to be the poUcy 
of landlords to refufe it to them, for their mutual bene^r 
£t, and for the good of the nation ; by this means^ ma* 
nufaSurers could be centered in villages, and, of courfe, 
their markets would be abundantly fupplied, where fiich 
a demand would be occafipned from the numbers, that 
.would refide together, and hence would follow laigc 
£u5l:ori^ which would, doubtlefr, tempt married men 
to engage in, when fo many hands could be on the fpoi 
to occupy them. 

Lands would in this inftance rife on a folid and per* 
manent foundation, in as much as the farmer would be 

always 
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fdwtys fo contiguous to a market, where he has a cer«< 
Uin demand, and then the expencis of long carriage, and 
holding pver his crop till a high market (perhaps to it9 
gradual injury) (hpuld occur, would be done away, 
and it is well known, th^t land will rate high as ic 
comes near to a town, where the demand always is, 
Thus>. it appears in Aimroing up th^ grievances, which 
the irade is now burthened with, that in the Arft in- 
ftance> it fitffers, from not faving Jits own feed : chfiC 
the &4X dreiTers are not a diftiof^ trade, in as ipuch as 
it is as difficult an art to attain the true knowledge and 
nice dexterity of, as any other whatfoever, and which 
we have fo little notion of : that the rates of lands ar« 
too high; and that the weaver is alfo a farmery by an 
attention to the one bufm^fs, he could mor^ perfedljr 
perform, it, than by dividing bis time and fkill to two 
or more. Add to thefe the difadvantages, which refult to 
buibandry, by the laft grievance, and if we confider, 
on the whole, th^ immenfity of feed, which might be 
fnved, over and above our demand for the linen bufinefs, 
md of which lb much oil ^otild be extracted, which wie 
import at fo great a lofs to the nation ; we fmd that we 
have not yet attained that degree of perfedion, which 
is within pur reach, although, in our prefent im« 
perfe£l ftate, we are unrivalled in our ftaple comma-' 
dity. How much then ought We endeavour to rectify 
abufesy and fix the trade on that fure foundation, which 
will bid defiance to the world to rival it ? And we 

(hould 
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fliould confider^ that when an evil is pennitted to ftand 
unchecked, it will graduaUy increafe, until} the direafe 
will, perhaps, require more violent remedies, and in 
the application of them, the conftitution or well-being 
of our boafted fabric muft be hazarded, and may be to- 
tally deftroyed. 

This is a fubjed, which cannot be too much invefti- 
gated, and which deferves all the affiftance of the very 
experienced and able opinions of thofe, who now are en- 
gaged in the linen trade ; 'tis therefore hoped they will 
willingly contribute their mite, by adding their very 
judicious and fenfible obfervations, which fhall be paid all 
attention to in the next edition. I fhall now proceed to 
the general heads, with which this work will be conclude 
ed ; but firft, I muft remark a new method of bleaching, 
with a powder, which has been but juft now invented, 
and which has a fafer and quicker procefs ; the matter, 
of which the powder is compofed, which obviates the 
neceffity of ufing afhes, is (aid to be from dregs of allum ; 
but this is but a fuppofition, and muft be a fecret, until 
the inventor gets a patent for the difcovery. He has 
already fupplied fome bleachers, who have reported, that 
this excellent compofition will fave to the trade one half 
the number of hands, one half the quantity of fuel, 
and two thirds the length of time that now are ufed; 
and the faving to the nation in general will certainly 
exceed5ooooo/. 

The 
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The proprietor will engage to furhifh five tons of 
this powder per week, and iet the coft of a(hes be ever 
fo dear, he will fell his compofltion at ten per cent* 
cheaper. . . , 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XUL 

KELATING TO THE COUNTY AT LARGE. 

RURAL ECONOMY. 
SECT. I. 

Labour. 

IT appears, that labour is in fmall demand in this 
county, for the bufinefs of hufbandry. The cottier and 
the manufadurer is rarely but one and the fame perfon ; 
his labour does not average more than eight pence per 
day, in the field ; the woman's not more than half that 
fum, when her time is occupied without doors. 

Sect. 2. Provijions. 

Provisions neceflarily are high, where the popula- 
tion is fo great, and when they import fo much grain 
from the neighbouring counties. The county not yield- 
ing iheep walk, mutton rates high, little inferior 
to Dublin market; beef in the fame rates, as fo 
little is fed oiF, though the foil is very favourable for 
feeding, but from the number of inhabitants it is necef- 
farily under tillage. 

Poultry 
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Poultry are high^ and Dublin poulterers, coming here 
for fowl, have confiderabiy encreafed the prices. Geefe 
fell for twenty pence per couple; turkeys, two {hil- 
lings and eight pence to three fliilltngs and three pence; 
ducks, one (hilling and one penny; barn door fowl, half 
fed, one (billing and four pence to one {billing and eight 
pence ; and chickens from iix pence to ten pence. 

Cod fifb is plenty in the feafon, brought from Dun- 
dalk and Newry by hawkers, on an average of two 
pence halfpenny, per pound. Their numerous lakes 
fupply abundance pf fine pike. 

Corn is fteadily advancing; wheat has^ for feven years 
paft, averaged above thirty {hillings per barrel ; barley 
twenty-one (hillings; meal twelve (hillings percwt; 
and potatoes at the rate of about two pence halfpenny * 
per ftone. 



Sect. 3. Fuel. 

Of turf fuel they have the greateft abundiance, and it 
can be reared on the bog, for about ten killings the 
hundred ftatute ki(hes. Thefe patches of bog are fo 
thickly interfperfed, it can be brought home for a very 
trifling additional expence* 



CHAPTEC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



«ia STATISTICAL SURVEY 



CHAPTER XIV. 

POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

SECTION I. 
Road$. 

CONSIDERING the materials, that this county 
more generally affords, which are but very indifferent, 
the roads muft be allowed to be well kept, and much 
attention and expence befliowed on them, but neither 
limeftone gravely nor the hard fmutty gravel, are found, 
the latter not at all, and the former very partial. In re* 
ferring to chapter VI. and page 66, will be feen 
the proportion of the feveral baronies, and the aggre- 
gate amount will (hew, that large fums are expended in 
the repair of roads and bridges, which by no means are 
deferving of complaint. 

Sect. 2 & 3. Fairs andweekfy Markets. 

The fairs will be found noted in the following tables. 

The weekly markets, which only are refpedable for the 

linen trade, have been already particularly noted in the 

baronial relation, and are alfo marked in the table of 

^wns and villages. 

Sect. 
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Sect. 4. Commerce and ManufaSlures^ 

The linen trade, more particularly, or rather indivi- 
dually, occupies this clafs. The average value of the 
cloth, manufadured in this county, may be eftimated by 
the following return of the bleach-greens ; it being fup- 
pofed, that as much cloth is purchafed by the merchants 
(and brought home into the county to be bleached), in 
markets without the bounds of the county, as the quan- 
tity^of webs from this county are fold in their markets. 

THE COUNTY BLEACH-GREENS. 



' Place. 


Nambcr of 
Proprietors. webs bleached. 


Crieve, , Meffrs. John Jackfon 


16,000 


Ballyglufli, 


John Forbes 


15,000 


Bailybay, Lough Eagifli, 


— Crawford 


10,000 


Ditto, ditto, 


Thomas Crawford 


10,000 


Crieve, ditto. 


Geraghty & Byrne 


12,000 


Ditto, ditto. 


Hugh Jackfon 


12,000 


Ditto, ditto. 


Wd. Cunningham 


10,000 


Ditto, ditto. 


John Nelfon, 


6,000 


TuUyglufli, 


Hendcrfon 


6,000 


Augnamulla, 


T. Brakcy 


10,000 


Ditto, 


Thomas Byrne 


12,000 


Blackftaff, 


Steele 


S,ooo 


G«rgran, Clones, 


Robert Thompfon 


3,000 


Durnaghlog, 


Edward Lee 
Total pieces 

• 


3,000 


. 


130,000 



Let 
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Let thefe be rated at twenty-five fhillings per piecey 
the price bought at, and we find the capital, in this par- 
ticular, amounts to an hundred and fixty-five tboufand 
pounds } the average price of thefe linens, as they are all 
coarfe, will amount to two hundred and thirty-five jdiou- 
fand pounds; fo that about ten {hillings per web is 
charged for the expence of bleaching, intereft of capital, 
and profit to the bleacher. The immenfe rate of one 
Hulling per pound, exchange, between cafli and thirty- 
one day bills on Dublin, muft be a confiderable draw- 
back on the profit; but for the many reafons already 
advanced, the linen trade is capable of being increafed 
foil one half, if not in a double proportion, as well 
here, as in every other part of Ireland. The conclu*^ 
fioD, that may be drawn from this aflertion, muft be un« 
favourable, or in other words, that thefe abufes are na 
where lefs prevalent than here. 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 

.-■^^ ^ J 



OF THE COUNTY OF MONAGHAN. as} 



< 



CO 



55 
O 

CO 



I 

I 
I. 

•1 



a 



'^ 



I 



r 



V 










,: 






















^i 


^ 


^ 


C 


6 












■r^ 












• 


t3 


u 


■^ 


'^ 




Ui 
^--S 


1- 

a. 


1 


^ 


* 






If4 , 


§ 


O 


s 




(U ^ 




-5 


T3 






> ^ 


U 




XJ 




rt *^ 


^ 










V3 


tr 


U>i 


I/". 


/I 




^ 


rt 


rt 


^ 


rt 




U 


i> 


y 


U 


CJ 




C 


c 




c 


c 














o 

Is 
eg 


'5 


3 


3 


5 


3 


Si 


bJL 


tiD 


^ 


&0 


^ 


1^ 


^ 


^ 


r- 


o 





c 





o 


*3 


■b- 


M 


£ 


*-* 1 


g 


tA 


Cfl 


in 


vs 


■Sfe 


3 


S 




s 


(3 


C 


^ 


.s 


C3 


a> o. 


'5 


'5 


5 


*3 


5 


^ 


&D 


M 


sf} 


tJj 


tsD 


N 


^ 


m 


m 


^ 




B 


5 


S 


E 


e 




2 


£ 


5 


o 


2 




0: 


^ 


i 


^t 


^ 




Eft 


J^ 






^ 


>< 




^ 


!D 


d 


V 


rt 


^ 


c 


c 




B 




a. 


bo 


'S 

•21 


1 


3 


Ss 


v^ 


^ 


tr^. 


i<i 


^^ 


y y 


o 


c 


O 


2 


g 


O rt 


^j 










^ -. 


lA 


\J-x 


If 


LA 


*2 


•3 u 




^ 


?s 


■^ 


rt 


a o- 


4J 


V 


u 


c 


«J 


^^ 


-S 


c 


C 


3 


C 


^5 


n 


'5 


5 


o 


'5 


ti^ 


bi. 


tiT 


a. 


too 


ii^ 


-^ 


^ 


H- 


^ 


%r\ 


^ 


E 


E 


E 


;:; 


B 




g 





c 


5 


o 




•i: 


^ 


. t* 


^ 


t^ 








#* 




















1 




;> 












G 






CO 


1 


1 


E 


1 


1 


g 


4 


# 





f 


t 


s 


s" 


1 




( 


*i 


< 


3 


^r 


o 


j£* 


i 


ca 


D 








S3 




L* 

^ 






c 


S 



GO 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



W4 



STATISTICAL SURVEY 



O 

O 
M 



< 

a 
< 



a 

h 

*^ 

h 

O 

H 
O 

< 
pes 

> 
< 

S 

h 

O 
•J 

CQ 

< 



Average value of 

arable and pafture 

together. 


«n 

M 

? 

1 
1 * 

£ 

3 
O 

o 


i 

«o 

:^ 

:j 

7 

1 
1 
1 
1 

f 


si 

a> 

^. 

u 

i 

*^ 
00 

cT 

c 

1 


? 

op 

1 

1 
1 
1 

£ 

1 


• 

'L 
5 

CO 

1 

1 
1 




Meadow 

per 
Quantum. 




i 


It- 

si 
.55 "3 




% 


BARONIES. 



& 



I 

I 



I 

2 

I 

J 



o 

O 

w 

CO 



1 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE COyNTY OF MONAGHAN. »$ 



SECTION IIL 



TABLE OF TOWNS AND VILLAGES* 



BARONIES. 


TOWNS. 


VILLAGES. 


Cremourne, 


Ballibay, M. P. 3. 
Caftleblaney, 
M. P. 3. 


Ballytraner. 


Dftrtrey, 


Clones, M. P^ 3. 


Crum, 
Drumfwords, 
Newblifs, 
Rockcorry, 
ScotVhouf c 


Fartey, or Donagh- 
moyne. 


Carrickmacrofs, 
M.P-6. 


Blackft^. 


Trough, 


Glailough, 


Emy.Vale, 


Mons^ghan, 


Monaghan, 
^M.P.6. 


Ballynottde, 

Caftlefhane, 

Knockbuy, 

Smithfborough, 

Tidavnet. 



M. Denotes a market^ P. a poft town, and the figure 
marks the number of days in the week that the poft comes in. 



VOI» III* 



SECTION 
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Section iv. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF FAIRS. 



Ballibay (t January), (24 March), (10 April), ( 14 May), 

(S J"ly)> (3 Oftobcr), (15 November). 
Ballinoude (i Feb,), (2 May), (1 Aqg.)i (i Nov.)- 
Ballytrane (i May)^ (11 June), (i Aug.), (29 Sept), 
(I Nov.), (a3Dec.). 

Carridcmacroft (27 May), (10 July)| (27 September), 

(9 Nov.) (10 Dec). 
Caftteblaney (12 May), (16 Aug.), {9 Nov.)> (6 Dec,) 
Caftlefliane (^l May), (21 June), (21 July), (12 Aug.)^ 

(15 Dec.^. 
Clones (the firft Thurfday in every month). 

Drum (s April;, (20 June), (19 Sept.), (3 Nov.), 

£my->Vale, cuftom free, (i Jan.), (3 Feb.), ^17 March), 
(14 April), (12 May), (13 June), (i July), (4 Aug.), 
(4 Sppt), (6 Oa.), ('ID Nov.), (8 Dec). 

Glaflougb (30 January j, (22 February), (29 March), 
(26 April), (31 May;, (28 June), (26 July;, 
(30 Aug.), ($0 Sept.)> (25 Oft), (29 Nov.), 
(31 Dec.)* 

Knockboy 
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Knockboy (i June^, (2 Dec). 

Monaghan (15 April), (28 May), ^12 July), (18 Aug.), 
(7 Oa.;, (21 Nov,). 

Newblifs (12 April), (30 May), (12 Julyj, (9 Aug.) 
(18 oa.), (30 Nov.). 

Rockcorry (27 Jan.), (24 Feb.), (28 March), (28 May), 
(29 June), (24 Aug.), (17 Oa.), (19 Nov.) 
(20 Dec.). 

Scotftown (17 Miy),(t7 June), {ifjviy), (i« Nov.). 
Smithfborough (7 April), (17 May), (2 June), (8 Aug.) 
(7 Nov.). 

Tidavnet (20 Jan), (8 Feb.), (31 Mardi), (24 June), 
(28 Sept.). 
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SECTION V. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST 



OF THB 



PRINCIPAL LAND PROPRIETORS. 



Anketdl, Charles, Efq. 
, Matthew^ Efq. 

Barton, *— > Efq. 
Bath, Moft Noble Marquis of, 
Bdlingham, " - i Efq* 

Blaney, Right Hon, Lord, 
Bradihaw, Cavendifli, Efq. 
Browniow, y Efq. 

Brunker, Thomas, Efq. 
Bunbury, Mrs. 

Clermont, Right Hon. Earl of, 
Clonmell, Right Hon. Earl of, 
Cgote, Charles, Efq. 



Coote, 
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CootCy Richard) Efq* 
— — , Thomas, Efq* 
Corry, James, Efq. 

, , Efq. 

Cremourne, Right Hon. Lord Vifcouot^ 
Crofton, > Efq. 



Dacre, Right Hon. Lady^ ' 
Dawfon^ Richard, Efq. 
Dunn, ———t Efq. 

Ellis, Governor, ' ' ^ 

Evatt^ Humphrey, Efq. 

Forbes, John, Efq. 

Forfter, Reverend, Sir Thomas, Bart. 

^, William, Efq. 

Graham, Thomas, £fq» 

Hamilton, Dacre, Efq. 

, J Efq, 

, Mrs. 
Henry, William, Efq. 

Hutchefon, , Efq. 

Hutchinfon, Robert, Efq., 



Johnfton, John, Efq. 
, , Efq. 



Kcr, 
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Ker, Alexander, Efq- 
I——, Colonel, 
, Rev. Andrew, 

LeCj ■ 'f Efq. 

Lcflic, Charles Albert, Efq. 

, Powell, Efq. 

Lucas, J Ei|. 

Madden, Samuel, Efq. 

Marley, Bilhop, 

Maflareene, Right Hon. Earl pf; 

Maxwell, DoSor, 

■ ■», Waring, £fq. 

Maync, Edward, Efq. 

-, William, Efq. 

Middleton, Right Hoh. Lord, 
Mitchell, Blancy Owen Efq. 

— , , , Efq. 

Montgomery, Alexander, Bfi|«. 
n », Colonel, 

u , Nixon, Eiq. 

-, Robert, Efq. 
Moore, Montgomery, Efq. 

Montrey, , Efq, 

.MulhoUand, — > Efq. 

Tlunket, Do£tor, 

Rawdon, ■, Efq. 

Richardfon, Major, 
Rawley, ? Efq. 



Scott, 
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Scott, •— , Efq. 

Shirley, , Efq. 

Singleton, Thomas, Efq. 
Slacke, John, Efq. 
Sloane, , Efq. 

Smith, — -, Efq. 
Steele, Norman, Efq. 



Tcmpleton, Right Hon, Lord, ,. ^ . [ 

Tennifon, Barton, Efq. 
Taylor, Walter, Efq. 

Vcmcr,^ -fjf , Efq. 

We<lenroc,H0iKW.W, 

Befides a mimber of fmall proprietors, who holct 
Cromwellian debentures, and cbnfiderable tra^ o^ 
church lands. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



FARMING SOCIETY. 

IF the real interefts of the county were ftudied, and 
hufbandry engaged in only by farmers, then would this 
purfuit gradually meet improvenpient. The neceifity of 
apprenticing youth to this extenfive bufinefs would 
doubtlefs be feen, but, as yet, agriculture can be only 
f^d to be in its infancy here, in improvement. That 
the refident proprietors have a due fenfe of the import* 
ance of encouraging it, may be feen in the following 
advertifement qf the Farming Society, which has been 
iofti^uted in this county, and, from the fpirit and abili- 
ties of the members,, will doubtlefs be eameftly at« 
tended to. 

COUNTY OF MONAGHAN FARMING SOCIETY. 

4t the fir ft mating if thi Society^ h$li at the New Inn^ 
Monaghafiy on the %d of Marcby i8oi. 

dLEXJNDER NIZON MONTOOMSRrp SS^ IN THB CHAIR. < 

Charles Powell Leflie, Efq. was unanimoufly eleded 
prefident, and Humphrey Evatt, £fi|. fecretary and 
treafurer, for the enfuing year* The following rules 
were unanimoufly agreed to: 

That 
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That any perfon fubfcribing one guinea, (ball be a(U 
mitted a member of this fociety, for one year. 

That any perfon fubfcribing ten guineas, fliall be ad* 
mitted a member of this fociet^ for life. 

That all fubfcriptions to this fociety be paid in advance; 

That there fliall be four meetings of this fociety in each 
year, on the firft Monday, in each of the following 
months, viz. March, June, September, and De« 
cember. 

That no premium fliall be offered, no money (ball be 
paid, or premium adjudged, except by direAion of a 
meeting of the fociety, r^ularly affembled. 

That, at each meeting, the chairman fliall take the chair 
precifely at ii o'clock in the forenoon, and leave it^ 
at the latefl:, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. 

That no claims for premiums will be coofidered, that 
zre not given in to the fecretary, at leafi; three dear 
days before the day of meeting, on which fiich pse^ 
miums are to be adjudged* 



The Society having agreed to hold an extra meeting 
4fais year, on Wednefday the 15th of April next, being, 
the third day of the affixes, propofe to give the fQUow« 
ing premiums, if approved of at that fleeting. 

For every bufliel of good found flax-feed, which flliall, 
be iaved in this county, in iSoi, and fit for fowing^a 
premium of four fliillings.. Proof of the good quality^ 

of 
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•f thmfclA^vfidt where it gtewy And theqnaality 9Di 
quality of the gromid ^ the quamity of flax and tow cib- 
tamed frost the crpp^ ff •» \ilrtbch fuch feed wa» favet], 
and the grift to vhich it was cakulatedto fpin} ihe 
manner^ partkuhrly, how fiach (bed was fared» ami b0W 
diipofcd efy ntuft be given in with die clmm^ whicl;it wil 
be uijuigci at the meeting of this feciety m Mareh, 
1802. For Ihts premium fihe fom of zdL will be ap- 
propriated. 

A premittm of (ottf floBing^ each, wiU be gjkv^ea e<^ 
jaidi pKcCbni aa {haU> by afikuat esfperiment, afocrtain 
the beft laafim in ibk comCy (os pkntiiig. the general 
CMp of potatoes. A0 exa£l account of $ the kinda of 
potatoes photed) the dayt when planted 1 whether in 
drills or ridges; the quantity of f€ed ufed» and whetl^r 
koops^ fisfii; or fiioats ; the quality and ejuent pf the 
gtottiid pbnttd i tfebe ietad of gtmmre ufed, and the pro- 
dtteo icom reach pkntii^ aauft be given in with the 
claim, which will be adjudgoi at the aaeetini^ in A&U'cb, 
i8o2. For this premium the fum of 10/. will be ap* 
propriated. 

A premium of five guineas each, will be given to fuch 
pttfoM as tfltrodoce balls' into this county^ of any breed 
of fijth fiperidriir^ to tbofe already in k, as Atall entitfe^ 
thcnt, In the OpJnfen of the jadjgcs, to ftrcl premium. 
This premium will be adjudged at the meeting in Juaie 
next, and each peribnr obtaining ie nraftc<Mrai9, chat the 
bttlfy for which he got it, flrall neither be kept withr 
beef cows, nor in a ftock-ferm, and fcdf remain in eRi* 

county 
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OF THE COUNTT Of MQMAOHAN. ajj 

COMI^ unta 4tt fivft d^y of Septraiiber next For chia 
{Rtmiwn the/um 6f %jj. 151* #iU be 4p|}ro|»mtdl« 

The fectety wtB aMb give preniums fer the cidlifift* 
tioa of red dover this yeaf , in ground properly prc« 
Iiar«i^ snd for the raifiag of greeA food fer the fuppOrt «i 
CMte ift the oduing imhtu. The tenas cf tbofe p»« 
tSriMOm w9l be ttiade known to the pdblic » foon as poi^ 
fible, after they (hall have been decided by the ficictf 
in April next. 

Whenever the appnffred damd far prenkms oxocei 
ia vakie the fum appropriated by the ibciety for finrb 
pretnkitidy fuch fiiOi nritt be ratably diieided anongft 
dM cfaimatitt ; and all pf enwiins will be psiid. in oioaey-, 
or books <^n agriculture, ftamped by the focietjV at die 
option of the fuccefsful claimanis* 

Tht Society rtfervc to chsMirdves a dtfcredoaary 
pCfmr of giving, in all cafcsy tefa part onlj of any pro*' 
mium, as (hall be adjudged merited^ or, in cafe of waut 
0^ merit, no* part; and, in sA cafes, the claimants of 
premiiuns muft fubmit to an examinatioa on oath. 

Whenever the acre is mentioned, the fociety iotetiA 
plairtafion meSure; whenever weight is mentioitedy 
they recpieft it may be defcribed by the ftone of fourw 
teen pounds. 

The fociety mean, as feon as their funds will permit, 
topurchafe a cdledton of the moft approved books on 
agriculture^ and to procure models and patterns of fuch 
implements, now ufed in huflbandry, as (hall appear to 
IhfiBiibcft fttited to the foil and circumftances of thin 

county* 
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county. And diey give notice, that a flwir of yearliog^ 
calves will be held, in fome convenient placr in thir 
countj, fome time in die month of May, 1802, when 
premiums will be given for tbofe of fuperior excellence^ 
that (hall have been calved and reared, the property of 
kndhdders in this county ; and fome time in the fpring 
d the (ame ytwr^ tbey will ^ve piemittos for fiiperiot. 
ploughing* 

In this public msLnaery they foliclt pecuniary affiftance 
from the clergy -and land^bwners of dits county, to 
•nahle them to adqpt a more enlarged fcale for encour^* 
ing the agriculture, and promoting the hap|Mnels of die 
country ; and they r^quefl the affiftaiice and communis 
cation of fuck experienced farmers, as wifli to encou- 
rage fo ufeful an inftitution* 

Ordered, that the Right Hon. John Fofter be re^ 
quefted to permit his name to be enrolled as an honorary 
mtaber of this fqciety. 

That Acthur Young, £fq. be requefted to permit his 
name to be enrolled as an honorary member of this 
Society. 

That our fecretary do forthwith apply to all beneficed* 
clergymen, and land-owners of this county, for pecu- 
niary aid. 

Signed by order, 

HUMPHREY EVATT, Sec. and Treafr, 
. (Poft-town, Monaghan.) 

A lift of the members of this (bcietf, and an account of fubfcrip- 
ttons reccived,«and from whom, will be publifted immediately ifter* 
the next April meeting. 

Here 
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OF THE COUNTY OF MONAOHAN. B^f 

Htrt folhwt anrther advertifement from the Secretary of 
the Mmaghan Farming Society. 

COUNTY OF MONAGHAN FARMING SOCIETY. 

In eonfequence orthe great prefs of public bufinefs 
at the laft Monaghan aflizes, it was not found conve-p 
nient to hold then the intended extra meeting of thi$ 
fociety ; the members are informed, that 'Monday the 
firft of June next, is the day appointed for the next 
meeting. 

To encourage the agriculture, improve the breed 
of cattle, promote the comforts of the poor, and reward 
fervants of approved honefty, fobriety, and fidelity, in 
the county of Monaghan, are the objeds of this fociety. 
The fecretary has been ordered to folicit pecuniary 
afEftance from the beneficed clergy and land-owners 
in that county. Such of them, as wifli to encourage 
fo ttfeful an inftitution, are requefted to inform him 
of the films they mean to fubfcribe, on or .before the 
day of the next meeting, as the fociety muft regulate 
the amount of their premiums by the ftate of their 
finances. 

A fubfcriber of one guinea becomes a member for 
#ne year. 

A lift 
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A lift of the members^ and the amount of fubfirrip* 
tions received^ and from whom, will be publilhed im* 
mediately after the next meeting. 

HUMPHREY EVATT, Sec. and Treat- 
May 3f iSou 



I 
CHAPTER ' 
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CHAPTER XVU. 



CONCLUSION. 

IN taking a general view of this county, we find it 
might be benefited, to a confiderable degree, by encou- 
raging corn farming, and appropriating thefe parts to 
Iheep-walk, which are particularly favourable for that 
purfuit In its prefent ftate, it does not, by any means, 
yield corn fufficient for its population, and, by allowing 
manufa£turers to interfere in farming, which they (hew 
fo little knowledge of, it is very evident, that both agri- 
culture and the linen trade fuQer feverely, by this mis- 
application of time and capital; 

The intrinfic value of the land might be encreafed 
full one-third, if profitably occupied ; and a proper at- 
tention to flax hu(bandry would raife the trade to double 
its prefent value* 

I have now but to requeft the indulgence of my 
readers, in this incorred (ketch of this county $ and I 
truft that the gentlemen, who underftand their own 
real interefts, will lend their affiftance to a matter of 
fuch importance, as the Statiftical Surveys of Ireland 
fliall be, when corre£ted by thofe, who are beft capable, 
from their refidence and local information* 

To 
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To the gendemen of this county, who have already 
fhewn fo much earqeftnefs in the caufe, by their ready 
affiftance to me, and intelligent communications, as well 
as for their hofpitable and polite reception, I beg leave 
to return my beft acknowledgements, and have the 
honor to remain their moft humble fervant, 

CHARLES COOTE. 



F I K I Sir 
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Rifennces to thi annexed* Plate of a patent DriB^Ma* 
cbine^ invented by the Rev, James Cooke, of Hea^ 
ion^Norrisy near Manehejler^^ and of a new-con^^ 
JiruStedfimpU Hand^Hoe. 

A, the upper part of the feed-box. 

B, the lower part of the fame box. 

C^ a moveable partition, with a lever, by which the 
grain or feed is let fall at pleafure frotn the upper to the 
lower part of the feed-box, from whence it is taken up 
by cups or ladles applied to the cylinder D, and dropped 
into the funnel E, and conveyed thereby into the furrow 
or drill, made in the land by the coulter F, and covered 
by the rake or harrow G. 

H, a lever, by which the wheel I is lifted out of ge* 
neration with the wheel K, to prevent the grain or feed 
being fcattered upon the ground, while the machine is 
turning round at the end of the land, by which the har- 
row G is alfo. lifted from the ground at the fame time, 
and by the (ame motion, by means of the crank, and the 
horizontal lever h b. 

L, a Aiding lever, with a weight upon it, by means 
of which, the depth of the furrows or drills, and confe- 
quently the depth that the grain or (bed will be depofited ^^'^^ 

in the land, may be eafily afcertained. :J^ 

M, a fcrew in the coulter-beam, by turning of which, 
the feed-box B is elevated or deprelTed, in order to pre* 

VOL. MI. • Q vent H 

f For plate, fee page J46. \ Now at No. 7, Ozford«ftreet« London* 
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vent the grain or feed being cruQied or bruifed by the 
revolution of the cups or ladles. 

N, a rake with iron teeth, to be applied to the ander- 
fide of the rails of the machine, with ftaples and fcrew 
nuts at nn^ by which many ufeful purpofes areonfwered^ 
viz. in accumulating cuitch or hay into rows, and as a 
fdrificator for youxtt; crops of wheat in the fpring, or 
to be ufed upon a fallow;^ in which cafe^ the feed-box, 
the ladle cylinder, the coulters, ' the funnels, and har- 
rows, are all taken away. 

O, is a new-conftruded iimple hand-hoe, by which 
one man will eiFe£tualIy hoe two chain acres jper day, 
earthing up the foil at the fame time to the rows of corn 
or pulfe, fo as to caufe roots to iflue from the firft joint 
of the ftem, above thp furface of the land, which other- 
wife would never have exifted. 
' This fide view of the machine is reprefented, for the 
fake of perfpicuity, with one feed-box only, one coulter, 
one funnel, one harrow, &c. whereas a cotnplete machine 
is furnifhed with five coulters, five harrows^ feven fun« 
nels, a feed-box in eight partitions, &c. with ladles, of 
different fizeij for different forts of grain and feeds. 



Dir^Sions 
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0:. 



Direaiont for ufmg the M0mk ' 

The ladle cylinder D (fee the pkte) ii furmftsd with: 
cups or lades of four dtiFerent Hzes ^ di&V^t forts of 
grain or feeds, which may be 4ifliagiiijhed by the num-» 
bersi, 2,3, 4. 

No. I, (the fmalleft fize] is^alcuUt^ for turnips 
feed, clover-feed, cole-feed, rape, kc, and will fow foait^ 
thing more than one pound per ftatute acre. 

No. 2, for wheat, rye, hemp, flax, &c« and wU foif 
fomething more than one buihel per acrd « >f 

No, 3, for barley ; and will fow^e buibel and a half 
per acre. . • 

No. 4, for beans, oats, peafe, vetches, &c. and wUlr 
fow two buihels per acre. 

Notwithftanding the above fpecified quantitios of graif# 
or feeds, a greater or lefs quantity of tech may b^ fowi|^ 
at pleafure, by flopping up with a little clay, or by adding^ 
a few ladles to each refpeSive box. The gMyi%^ iei^i|i 
intended to be fown, muft be put mlitotkMs9Mj to^ 
which the cups or ladles as above defcrliedf re^dively 
belong, an equal quantity into each bto> and all the 
other boxes empty. The ladle cylindertnay be reverfed, 
or tMmed end for end at pleafure, for JffFerent forts of 
grain, &c. 

For fowing beans, oats, peafe, &c. with a five-c<ltlter 

machine, four large ladles muft occafionally lib llpfrtied,^ 

at equal diftances, round thofe parts of tb»^)i|in4tr,^ 

<^2 whicj^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 244 ) 
which fubtend the two end boxes. And for fowing 
barley, eight large ones mnft be applied as above ; or 
four ladles, No, a, to each of the wheat boxes. Thefe 
additional ladles are fixed on the cylinder with nails, or. 
taken ofF in a few minutes ; but, for fowing with a four- 
coulter machine, the above alterations are not neceflary. 

The funnels are applied to their refpeSivc places by 
correfponding numbers. Care fhould be taken, that the 
points of the funnels ftand diredly behind the backs of 
the coulters, which is done by wedges being applied to 
tnc fide or other of the coulters, at the time they are 
fixed in their refpedtive places. 

The machine being thus put together, [fee the plate] 
which is readily and expeditioufly done, as no feparate 
part will coincide with any other but that, to which it 
refpedively belongs, and an equal quantity of grain or 
feed in each of the refpedive boxes, the land alfo being 
previoufly ploughed and harrowed once or fo in a place 
to level the furface ; but if the land be very rough, a 
roller wiU beft anfwer that purpofe, whenever the land 
is dry enough to admit of it ; and upon ftrong clays, a 
fpiked roller is ibmetimes neceflary to reduce the (ize of 
the large dry clods; which being done, the driver 
ihould walk down the furrow, or edge of the land, and 
having hold of the lad horfe*s head with his hand, he 
will readily keep him in fuch a diredion, as will bring 
the outfide poulter of the machine within three or four 
inches of die edge of the land or ridge, at which uni- 
form extent ho (hould keep his arm> till he com^s to 

the 
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file end of the land; where having turned round) he 
muft come to the other fide of his horfes, and walking 
upon the laft outftde drill, having hold of the horfe's head 
with his hand as before, he will readily keep the machine 
in Aich a diredion, as will ftrike the fucceeding drill at 
fuch a diftance from the laft outfide one, or that he 
walks upon, as the coulters are diftant from each other. 

The perfon, that attends the ma(:hine, (hould put down 
the lever H, foon enough at the end of the land, that the 
cups or ladles may have time to fill, "before he begins to 
fow ; and at the end of the land, he muft apply his right 
hand to the middle of the rail between the handles, by 
which he will keep the coulters in the ground, while he 
is lifting up the level H with his left hand, to prevent 
the grain being fcattered upon the headland^ while the 
machine is turning round } this he will do with great 
eafe, by continuing his right hand upon the r^l between 
the handles, and applying his left arm under the left han« 
^Ic, in order to lift the coulters out of the ground, whilq 
Ae machine is turning round. 

If there be any difficulty in ufing the machine, it con- 
fifts in driving it ftraight. As to. the perfon that attends 
the machine, he cannot poflibly commit any errors, ex- 
cept fuch as are wilful, particularly as he fees at one 
view the whole procefs of the bu&nefs, viz. that the 
coulters make the drills of a proper depth.; that the fun- 
nels. continue open to convey the grain or feed into the 
drills; that the rakes or harrows cover the grain fuffi* 
ciently; and. when feed is wanting in the lower boxesi 

B, which 
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6i which he cannot avoid feeing, he readily fappUes 
them firom the upper boxes A, by applying his hand, a$ 
die machine goes along, to the lever C. The lower 
boxes B, flhould not be fufFered to become empty before 
they are fiipplied with feed, but fliould be kept nearly 
foil, or wkhin an inch or fo of the edge of the box. 
. If chalk lines are made acrofs the backs of the coul* 
^ers, at fuch a dlAaace from the ends as the feed fliouId 
be depofi^d ifi tbelground, (viz. about two inches 
for wheat, and frdnsi two to three for fpring corn) the 
perfon, that attends die machine, will be better ablo to 
afcertain the depth the feed fliould be depofited in the 
driUs, by ^ferving, as .the machine goes along, whether 
the chalk lines are above or below the furface of the 
land ; if aUove, a proper weight muft be applied to the 
lever L, which will £orce the couiters into the ground i 
if below, the lever L and weight muft be reverfed, 
^ich will prevent their fmking too deep. 
. Wheat, that is brined and limed, fhould be ma4e dry 
by fpreading it thin upon a floor, and the loofe particles 
of lime fifted out, before it is fown by the machine ; 
otberwife the grain, by clogging together, will not be fo 
rcgulady diftributed iin the drills. Good old feed- wheat 
is much better than new, and is not fo fubjed to fmut } 
diis is proved by eat^Hence^ 

Upon, wet foils or ftrqng flays, wheat fliould not b9 
depofitcd more than two inches deep, on any account 
whatever; nor lefs than two in^es deep on dry (oik. 
Fron[i two to di»ee inpbes is a. medium d^th for all 

fpring 
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fpring corn. But ibe exa A doptb, at wfaich grain Smdi 
be depofitcd in different foils, from the lighted faind to 
tke AvongeA clay, is readily afcertained, only by ob« 
fervsng at what dtftance^ under the ibrface of the iand^ 
the fecondary or corodd roots are formed in the ^ring. 

In different ptarts of the kingdom, lands or ridges are 
of different fizes J where the machine is too wide for 
the land, one or more funnels may occaiionally be 
ftopped with a litiie loofe paper, and the feed recdved 
into fuch funnel returned at the end of the land> or 
fooner if required, into the ..upper feed-box. But fcr 
regularity and expedition, lands confiftingof fo many 
feet wide from outfide to outfide, as the niacl^ine con^ 
tains coulters, when fixed at twelve inches diftancc, or 
tipice or tfiree times the namber, &c. are beft calcu--^ 
lated for the machine. In wet foils, or ftrdog clays> 
lands or ridges of the width of the machine^^ and in dry 
foib, of twice the wid;hy are recommended* For fowii^ 
of narrow high-ridged lands^ the outfide conkers (hould 
be let down, and the middle ones raifed, fo that the 
points of the coulters may form the fame curve, that tho 
land or ridge forms» And the loofe (bilj| harrowed dowQ 
into the furrows, (houid he returned to the edges of the 
lands or ridges, from whence it came, by a doubly 
monld-board, or other plough, whelhe^ the land be wet 
or dry. 

Clover, or other lays, intended to be fowa by the 
machine, (hould be ploughed a deep ftrong furrow, and 
well harrowed, in order to level the furface, and to gef 

♦ as 
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as much loofe foil as poffible for die coulters to work in ;• 
and, when fown, if any of the feed appears in the drilb 
uncovered, by reafon of the ftifF texture of the foil, tx 
toughnefs of the roots, a light harrow may be taken over, 
the land, once in a place, which will eiFisdually cover the. 
feed, without difplacing it in the drills. For fowing 
days, aconfiderable weight muft be applied to the lever. 
L, to force the coulters into the ground ; and a fet of 
wrought-iron coulters, well fieeled, and made (harp at 
the front edge and bottom, are recommended ; they will 
pervade the foil more readily, confequently require le(s 
draught, and expedite bufinefs more than adequate to. 
the additional expence: . . 

For every half acre of land intended to be fown by the . 
machine with the feed of that very valuable root, (carrot) 
one buihel of faw-»duft, and one pound of carrot- feed^ 
fhould be provided;, the faw-^duft (hould be made dry^ 
and fifted, to take out all the lumps and chips, and di- 
vided into eight equal parts or heaps; the carrot-feed 
fhould likewife be dried, and well rubbed between the 
hands, to take oiF the beards, fo that it will feparate 
readily^ and being divided into eight equal parts or heaps, 
one part of the carrot-feed muft be well mixed with one 
part of the fiiw-duft> and fo on, till all the parts of car* 
rot^feed andfaw-duft are well mixed and incorporated 
together, in which ftate it may be (own very regularly 
in drills, at twelve inches diftance>by the cups or ladles. 
No. 2. Carrot- feed refcmbling faw-duft very much in, 
its iize, rougbnefs, weighty adhefion, .&c, will remaia 
« mixed 
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inixpd as above during the fowing;- a ladle full of fiiw« 
duft will, upon an average, contain three or four carrot- 
feeds, by which means the carrot-fecd cannot be other** 
wife than regular in the drills. In attempting to depofit 
finall feeds near the furface^ it may fo happen that fooie 
of the feeds may not be covered with foil ; in whick 
cafe, a light roller may be drawn over the land^ after the 
feed is fown, which will not only cover the feeds, but 
will alfo, by levelling the furface, prepare the land for an 
earlier hoeing than could otherwife have taken place. 

It has always been found troublefome, fometimes im-* 
pradicable, to fow any kind of grain or feed (even broad- 
caft) in a high wind. This inconvenience is entirelj 
obviated, by placing a fcreen of any kind of cloth, or a 
fack, fupported by two uprights nailed to the tides of the 
machine, behind the funnels, which will prevent the 
grain or feed being blown out of its direction in falling 
from the ladles into the funnels. Small pipes of tia 
may alfo be put on to the ends of the funnels, to convey 
the grain or feed fo near the furface of the land, that the 
higheft wind ihall not be able to interrupt its defcent 
into the drills. . 

That farmers may not be reduced to the'neceffity of 
fowing their land out of condition^ that is, when the foil 
is wet and clammy, every exertion ought to be made, in 
ploughing up their lands ready to fow as early as poffible 
in the feafon, that the firft opportunity of fowing when 
the land is dry may be embraced ; nodiing bids fairer for 
fuccefs in the drill fyftem, than early fowing; in which 

cafe 
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Cftfe die plants btvt time to dirow out or mdtigif h 
tnanj additional ftems or offsets as the land is able to 
Support. But if (istfoiers m&\ fow early, they muft plough 
early, otherwife ftrong produdiive foils will not be in 
^condition to receive the feed ; and fuch extraordiAary 
ttdvantages have been uniformty derived from [toughing 
up ftubbles fmroedialely afiter the crops have been car* 
ried, that many intelligent experimental fatmersJiave 
declared, that one fiirrow of the plough before winter is 
wordi two or diree in the fpring. 

Re<pe£Ung the ufe of the machine, it is frequently re-r 
marked, by fome people notconverfant with die proper^ 
lies of matter and motion, that the foil will clofe after 
the coi4ters^ before the iced is admitted into die drills* 
Whereas the very contrary is the cafe ; for the velocity 
t>f the coulters In paSing through the foU, is fo much 
greater than die velocity, with which d)e foil clofes np 
^ drills by its own fpontaneous gravity, that the inv 
cifions or drills wiH be conftandy open for three or four 
inches behind the coulters ; by which means it is morally 
impoffiUe {tf the points of the fumiels ftand dire£ly be- 
hind the coulters) that the feed, with the velocity it ac- 
<|uire^ in falling through the funnels^ Ihall not be ^dmit^ 
ted into the drills. 



JOtre&ims 
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t)treBi9ns for Haeing^ ^c. 

THIS hoe [fee die plate] is worked much in the (ame 
manner as a common Dutch ho^, or fcuffle, is worked 
in gardens ; the handle is elevated or depreiled, to fuit 
the iize of the perfon that works it, by means of an 
iron wedge being refpedively applied to the upper or 
under fide of the handle, that go^ into the focket of the 
hoe. 

Wheat and rye cannot be hoed too early jin the fpsiisg^ 
provided the foil be dry enough to adoiic of being pre- 
vioufly rolled wkb a light roller $ nothing Militates and 
expedites hoeing for the firfi time^ fb much a« rolling, 
by pulverizing the foil and levelling the fur face j it 
0ught nevertheleft to be omitted, rather thap u(ed, if the 
foil be not quite dry^i at leaft dry enough to quit the 
i:oUer» 

The wings or moulding plates of the bQe, which are 
calculated to earth up the foil to the rows of^rjo, {o as 
to canfe the roots to ifiue from the iirft jfint of the 
jteo) above the furface» which otherwtfe would iK)t have 
«xiftedy (bould never be ufed for the firft bpetng, but 
fliould always be uled for the laft hoeing, ^J^ ufed pf 
not ufed, at t^tt option of tfaefarmer,^ vi^benfn}^ inters 
mediate hoeing is performed. The laft boeiifg ^ f^^r 
ing up ihould nbt take pl^ce till the ci^is ejgbt or tef 
inches high; or till the young earsof €pri^are^% ^^^^ 
vanc«d in the ftems, as to be above the fur/a^ ^^^JSS 
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iotly when the earthing up is finiflied. The young ears 
oF corn will, on diflfeAing a few ftems, be found to ex- 
* ift in embryo as it were, much fooner than is generally 
apprehended. The abfurdity of rolling any crop after 
the young ears are formed, and of earthing up the 
foil, before they are advanced in the ftems above the 
fur^ce of the foil, muft be felf>evident. In the former 
inllance they will be crufhed by the roller; in the latter, 
they will be fmothered by the foil. The young ears of 
com will be found to exift, as foon as the fecondary or 
coronal roots are formed. 

The above obfervations on hoeing wheat and rye, are 
applicable to the hoeing of all fpring crops ; only the 
firft hoeing of barley, oats, &c. fliould take place as 
foon as the fecond blade or leaf of the young plant ap- 
pears; and of beans, peafe, &c* as foon as the plants 
can be diftingutflied in the rows. 

The beft feafon for hoeing is two or three days after 
rain, or fo foon after rain as the foil will quit the infliru- 
ment in hoeing. Light dry foils may be hoed almoft at 
any time, but this is far from being the cafe with ftrong ' 
clay foils ; the feafon for hoeing fuch is frequently (hort 
and precarious ; every opportunity therefore fliould be 
carefully watched, and eagerly embraced. The two ex- * 
tremes of wet and dry are great enemies of vegetation 
in ftrong clay foils; the bad efFe£ls of the former, though ^ 
difficult to guard againft, are nevertheleft to be reme- 
died in fome meafure by ploughs of a better coriftruc- 
Uon, and more properly conduced, than fuch as arc , 

commonly 
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commonly met with in ftrong clay ftrils. For if Ae 
wing or feather of the plough-fhare were made nearly 
as wide as the intended furrow, and fixed ib as to move 
parallel to the furface of the land, the under fide of 
every furrow would be cut parallel to the fiirface, and a 
fmooth floor or furface, polifhed by the bottom of the 
plough would be found under every furrow, forming a re- 
gular plane with an uniform defcent from the top of a 
ridge into the water-furrow ; upon which poli(hed floor 
or furfaoe, all fuperfluous water, after filtrating through 
the loofe foil, or furrows turned over by the plough, 
would find its way readily and precipitately into the wa- 
ter furrow, at lead fo as to prevent its ftagnating in the 
foil, fo as to ftarve the plants. But fo far from guard- 
ing as much as poflible againft the bad efFe£ls of fuper« 
fluous water ftagnating in clay foils, by the above pal- 
pable procefs in ploughing, the conftrudion of the 
ploughs commonly made ufe of, and the method of con- 
ducing them in ftrong clays in feveral parts of this 
kingdom, have a direfl tendency to the contrary ; this 
is done by working their ploughs in fuch a pofition, that 
the wing or feather .of the fhare, being neither fo wide 
as the intended furrow, nor parallel to the furface whea 
at work, but forming an angle of forty or fifty degrees 
with the fame, or, iii other words, moving in an ob- 
lique direAion to the furface, turns over not a fquare or 
parallel, but a triangular furrow. In which cafe it is 
fdf-eVident, that fuch lands are only half- ploughed $ 
there being fo many ridges of faft undifturbed foil, as 

there 
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there are furrows^ forming ^ ma^y froiighi^ ^ tfwdiesf 
that of all the fuperfluous water, that ih^ll fall upon fuch 
landsy fomuch only as fliall remain over and above fill-r 
ing the trenches will be able to find its way infso the 
water-furrows; for ibme clay foiIs> indeed all foils when 
puddled^ will hold water like a difb; confequently fo 
roueh water as the above trenches (hall contain, will 
remain there, ttH it is evaporated by fun and air, ftarving 
the plants> jtfid puddh'ng the foil to (uch a degree, that 
the nutritive quality in the food of plants may be« 
come fo far impah^ed as not to be reftored; or if it 
flioiild, the tender fibres of the roots of plants may be 
(q putrified by ftagnated water^ ^ to be incapaUe ever 
after of anfwering their 4ntended purpofe in promotidg 
Tfgetationi. 

As* to the had fflfe£h of ftrong clay foils caking in drjr 
weather, «othtog more eafy to prevent; for there is % 
period between the time pi day foils running togeth^r^ 
fo'^s to puddle by fuperfluous wet, and the time of their 
caking by^icought^ that they are as tra£UUe as peed be* 
Now this is the«time> this is the juncture for hOeihg; 
and fo much land, as (hall be thus feaibna^Iy hoed,' will 
not cake or cruft upon thefurface» as it otherwife wouk} 
have done, til) it has been foaked or drenched again with 
rain; ta which cafe the hoeing is to be repealed, aa^ 
foon as the foil will quit tte inftrument, and as oftea as 
neceflary.; by which time, the growing crop will begin 
to cover, tike ground, fo as to ac^ as a fcreen to die fur* 
face of the land, againft the intenfe heat of the fitn, and 

thereby 
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thereby prevent, in great meafure, the bad tS^Si% ot, 
the foil's caking in dry weather. 

When land is to be laid down with feeds, the feed9 
muft not be fown, as ufual, with the grain, but the day 
the laft hoeing is to be performed. If feeds are fowa 
when barlqr is fown, hoeing is excluded, confequenlljr 
the great advantages of drilling are fruftrated; bu| nol 
being (own till the laft hoeing is juft going to ta)cc 
place, every purpofe is anfwered* For the crop is not 
only improved by hoeing, but the foil in the fpaces bo«» 
tween the rows of corn* being cleared from weeds, and 
pulverized by hoeing, will be in much better conditioa. 
to receive the feeds;, and the. feeds being fow4i brgad^ 
caft, juft before the laft hoeing, will be incorporated 
with the foil by the adion of the hoe, fo as to vegetate 
much better, and produce a much better crop than ufual. 
The wings or moulding plates of the hoc may, or may 
not be ufed at all upon land, that is to lie down with 
feeds. 

Such ftrong weeds as may grow dire£Uy in the rows 
of corn, and out of the reach of the hoe to cut up, 
(hould be plucked up by hand, to prevent their coming 
to maturity, and dropping their feeds upon the foil, 
that has been previoufly made clean by hoeing; 



Thefe machines f with] five coulters, price fixteen 
guineas; with four coulters, fifteen guineas) equally ex- 
eel in fetting or planting all forts of grain and feeds^ 
even carrot-feed, to exaftnefs, after the rate of from 

eight 
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figtit to ten chain acres per day, with one man^ a boy^ 
and two horfes. They depofit the grain or feed iii any 
given quantity from one peck to three bufliels per acre, 
regularly and uniformly, and that without grinding or 
bruifing the feed, and at any given depth, from half an 
inch to half a dozen inches, in rows at the diftance of 
twelve, fixteen, and twenty-four inches, or any odier 
diftance* They are equally ufeful on all lands, are 
durable, eafy to manage, and by no means fubjeSt to be 
put out of repair. 

The Dublin Society have not yet got a Model of 
this Machine ; it is to be feen in London, at the White 
Bear, Bafinghall-ftreet, at Mr. Gatfield's, No* 54, 
Newgate*ftreet> and at Mr» Mathew's^ Bath. 
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The author having been in the country when the 
work was at prefs, occadoned the fdlowing numerous 
Errata, which fliall be better attended to in the next 
Edition. 



ERRATA TO THE WORK. 

Page 2, line 2, for breadth^ read, length. 

J 3, line 3, for even^ read, ever, 

15, line 16, for ereSfedy read, created^ 

16, line 1^, (ov fpringy residyjpiry, 

1 7, line 5, for excellent^ read, efculenU 

21, line I, for Cavin-morey read, Cairn'tnorem 

3, after exienfivey infert, mill-Jione^ 

31, line 14, for appUcatioity read, appellation^ 

56, line 17, for incapabUy read, capable. 

74, line 25, for thricey read, twice. 

93, line 4, for Cairany read, Curran. 
106, lines 25, 26, for pafturcy read, potatoe. 
no, line 24, from the afterifk, mark the quotation 

to line 8, page 113. 
179, laft line, for Erritty read, Evatt. 
184, line 18, for faving, ready /owing. 
196, line 16, after remediedy make a period, dele n 

wbichy and infert, Pounding. 
204, line 10, for a crofs wheely read, cogs which are. 
214, line 25, for marriedy read, monied. 
227, line 9, for Julyy read, Auguft. 
231, line 10, for Taylor y read TJ^'-f'** 

Land proprietor omitted. 

fioffinore^ Right Hon, Lord* 

WisUru of 'Kor^.ca'hdn for Uoh^nHrsZ -^Qccrs^lj 
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